
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP GROUP. 

Our December meeting is usually the Annual General Meeting, social occasion and Chef of 
the Year Competition. December 13th. 2017 was no exception. We had a splendid 
attendance, 15, including Father David, who was made very welcome. Time was put aside to 
enable those present to reflect upon those of our members who were unable to attend, for 
whatever reason, and those who had lost loved ones since the 2016 AGM. 

The formal part of the evening saw the re-election of David Horsfield and Bill Greenwood as 
joint secretaries/programme organisers with Bill Walker being re-appointed as Treasurer. It 
was reported that we were financially sound, so there was no need to consider raising the 
subscription level above the current £5 mark, and we were also in a position to elect to make 
a donation to the Restoration Fund. 

It was agreed that the Group should organise another BIG QUIZ on the lines of the one held 
last year, with the difference being that the Group would create the questions, taking into 
account the age profile of the anticipated participants. Keep your eyes open for further 
details. 
. 
The Social Evening’s activities commenced at around 7.30 pm., with the playing of darts, 
dominoes and beetle, as well as facing up to the picture quiz which David had put together 
and which was challenging to say the least. The usual keenness and enthusiasm manifest 
itself from the outset (see photo). The winners of each of the categories were – 

DOMINOES     BILL WALKER 
DARTS            REVD. GERALD DOWNING 
BEETLE          ALAN BLEAKLEY 

with Bill Walker being crowned as the overall winner. 

Our Chef of the Year Competition was judged by Anne Winstanley – Brown, together with 
her secret helper (son Eathen). The challenge this year was a plate of biscuits illustrating 3 
different sorts. The winner was, once again, Bill Baxendale (see picture) who receives our 
heartiest congratulations. 
Amongst all this was our HOT POT supper, prepared by members of the Group. Quite 
simply, there was nothing left to take home, it was all eaten. It is as well that there are no 
pictures of this part of the evening. 

We look forward to 2018 with all that the New Year will bring and extend an open invitation to 
all men who worship at St. Georges to come and join us….2nd Wednesday of each month, 
7.30 pm. in the Church Hall. 



THE SEARCH BEGINS. 

The search for a replacement for Father Tim has begun. Notification to set the process 
in motion was received from the Diocese at the end of June: since then it has been 
“all steam ahead”. The PCC have met on 3 occasions to ensure that we comply with 
the legal requirements, while a small group, consisting of the two Church Wardens, 
the chairpersons of the three sub-committees, the Treasure and Father David, have 
met to draw up “a profile” of St. Georges. A draft document has been sub-mitted to 
the Bishop and is currently being reviewed, taking into account the comments 
received. This will give those with an interest in making application to become our 
new priest a picture of what we are like and to where we want to be, both in the short 
and long term futures.  
In addition, the PCC have had to identify two people who will act on our behalf as the 
process continues to unfold. After holding an election, the two people identified to be 
our representatives are Mr. J. Bradley (Church Warden) and Mr. A. Gibson (Chair of 
the Finance and General Purposes Committee.) 

The next step will be the agreement of the PCC to the amended Profile (meeting 
scheduled for Tuesday 29th. August.) Using the Profile as the basis, an advertisement 
for a new priest will be constructed by the Archdeacon, in consultation with our two 
representatives: it is currently scheduled to be placed in the Church Times in 
September. It is these two people, along with the Bishop of Blackburn, who will be 
involved in the decision making/taking for our new priest from the list of people who 
have made application. 



Recognising the importance of this work, let us offer our prayers for all those 
involved, that they may receive the wisdom and guidance to make the decision which 
will be best for our Church.  

Bill Greenwood OBE, Secretary to the PCC.


