
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE MEN’S FELLOWSHIP GROUP, 

 HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13th. DECEMBER 2017, IN THE CHURCH HALL,  

COMMENCING AT 7.00pm. 

PRESENT:-   Revd.D.Arnold, Revd.K.Barret, Mr.B.Baxendale, Mr.A.Bleakley, Mr.G.Carter, 
Mr.J.Collinson, Revd.G.Downing, Mr.A.Farrington,  Mr.G.Gibbs, Mr.W.Greenwood, 
Mr.G.Heald, Dr.J.Hobbiss, Mr.D.Horsfield, Mr.J.Scanlon, Mr.W.Walker. 

APOLOGIES:-  Mr.P.Jackson, Mr.M.Totham, Mr.A.Fairclough. 

The meeting commenced with the saying of the Fellowship prayer and a quiet time for 
reflection in respect of those who, for whatever reason, could not be with the Group at the 
meeting, or those who had suffered the loss of loved ones during the past year. 
  
SECRETARY’S REPORT:-   A verbal commentary representing the thoughts of the joint 
secretaries was presented, with the focus upon the nature of “fellowship” and the way it was 
part of the daily lives of the Group. Thanks to Janice Roberts, for her annual contribution to 
the programme were highlighted with thanks also being expressed to the members for their 
continued support. It was hoped that the range of activities, some of which were becoming 
annual events in the calendar, provided “something for everyone”. Suggestions for visits/ 
speakers/activities were requested with the responses including Lytham Hall, a walk round 
the former Gillibrand Hall site and a revisit to Warburton’s bakery.  

TREASURER’S REPORT:-   The Treasurer spoke to a set of accounts which had been 
distributed, explaining the rationale behind the format …that they are simple and 
understandable. He considered that the Group was financially viable and there was no need 
to contemplate increasing the level of subscription, which should remain at £5 per person.  
           He also indicated that the total balances could accommodate the making of a 
donation of some £100 to an appropriate charity. 
           The meeting agreed unanimously both to accept the Treasurers report and accept the 
suggestion of a donation to an appropriate charity. It was unanimously agreed that the sum 
of £100 be donated to the Church Restoration Fund. 
  
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:-   A request for anyone wishing to take on the mantle of 
Secretary or Treasurer was made, with an explanation by the current incumbents of their 
willingness to continue in their roles if there were no alternatives forthcoming. 
In the light of there being no volunteers, it was agreed that W. Greenwood and D. Horsfield 
would carry on as joint secretaries/programme organisers, with B. Walker remaining as 
Treasurer. 

The meeting expressed their thanks to the officers for their commitment and hard work in 
providing the programme of activities and for leading the Group. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:-   The meeting agreed that the 2nd. Wednesday of each month 
continued to be a suitable meeting date and there was no need for any emendation. 
Discussion took place regarding fund raising activities, with ideas being sought. It was felt 
that the holding of a BIG QUIZ evening in the late spring/early summer would be 
appropriate, with the setting of the questions by the Group, taking into account the age 
profile of the prospective participants. It was agreed to further persue this suggestion. 



There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.25 pm. 

Note – the Treasurer will be delighted to receive £5 subscriptions from as many people as 
possible at the earliest convenience. 

The Annual General Meeting was followed by a social and the award of the Chef of the Year 
competition (a plate of biscuits, three differing sorts), which on this occasion was again won 
by Bill Baxendale. 

The winners of the games were as follows:- 

Beetle                   Bill Walker. 
Darts                     Revd. G.Dowing. 
Dominoes             Alan Bleakley, 

 with the Victor Ludorum prize going to Bill Walker.   
Chocolate oranges were collected by each of the prize winners.  
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday Jan.10th. 2018 in the Church Hall, starting at 
7.30pm., when Allan Farrington has kindly agreed to take us through a visual journey of the 
Church Restoration.  

 


