
Page 1 

 

 

Messenger 

 

 

THE PARISH MAGAZINE OF 

ST GEORGE, CHORLEY 

                             

The 

September 2021 



Page 2 

 



Page 3 

 

 

 Vicar: The Revd Michael Print BA (Hons), BTh 

(Oxon) 

Confession and Sick Visits please notify the Vicar 

 

vicar@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

www.stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

01257 263064  

Services: Wednesday 10am Eucharist 

                 Sunday 9.30am Eucharist 

Church Wardens:  Mr John Bradley  jm.bradley@sky.com  
Mr Stephen Pollard  pollards_13@yahoo.co.uk 

0737 5047982 

0756 8502770 

Parish 

Safeguarding 

Officer 

Dr Victoria Gibson LLB MA MRes PhD FCMI    

safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 0792 1010 900 

Organist & 

Choirmaster:  

Mr Gordon Blackledge ARCO FTCL  
01257 274922  

Verger:  Mr Graham Schofield  0798 1178764  

Parish Magazine 

Editor:  

Mrs Christine Gibson  acvgibson@sky.com  
01257 260555  

Flower Guild 

Secretary:  

Mrs Freda Armstrong  
01257 262918  

Tower Captain:  Dr Victoria Gibson   0792 1010900  

Church Hall:  Mr Paul Clegg  Manager/Booking 

churchhall@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 
07821328337 

All Meetings in Hall and Red Bank suspended due to Covid-19 

Sunday School: Church Hall  2nd Sunday (Eucharist Service) in Church 

St George’s 

Primary School:  

Mr Andy Purcell, Head Teacher  
01257 262323  

Men’s Fellowship: 2nd Wednesday 7.30pm, Church Hall  01257 426335  

Mothers’ Union:  2nd & last Thursday 7.30pm, Church Hall  

Thursday Ladies’ 

Circle:  

1st & 3rd Thursday 7.30pm, Church Hall  

St George’s 

Rainbows: 

Kelly Beesley 

Tuesday 5pm, Church Hall 
0796 6909747  

St George’s 

Brownies:  

Kelly Beesley 

Tuesday 6.15pm, Church Hall  
0796 6909747 

St George’s 

Guides:  

Anne Hesketh Tuesday 7.15pm, Church Hall  
0771 2350472  

Badminton Club: Monday 8pm, Church Hall   
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Dramatic & Musical 

Society:  

Friday 7pm, Church Hall  

Church Institute: Open Monday to Thursday 2pm-5pm & 

7pm-11pm; Friday & Saturday 2pm-

12midnight; Sunday 12noon-11pm 

 

01257 413107 

Beaver Scouts:    Monday 6.15pm 

Scouts:                 Monday 7.30pm 

Cub Scouts:         Tuesday 6.50pm  

Jackie Beesley (GSL) 01257 270770 

Rainbows:            Wednesday 5.30pm   Kate Walsh   

Brownies:             Wednesday 6.45pm  Lynsey Torrens  

Guides:      Thursday 6.45pm Jackie Beesley  01257 270770  

Red Bank  

I now cast this little Publication into your hands earnestly hoping that 

it may meet with your approbation, and enable you to spend a 

happy and profitable hour whilst reading over its pages". 

Rev. John Stock 1863, The Messenger first issue 
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 Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

In the time before Amelie, in our family we call this B.C. (before 
children), I used to go mountain walking. I enjoy being outside with 
a challenge ahead of me, a peak which I can see, and a good pair 
of boots on my feet. As with any form of exercise, and indeed for 
life in general, making sure you drink regularly is extremely 
important. When I used to go mountaineering with the Army 
Reserves (OTC) the Sergeant Major would regularly come round 
and check our water bottles to see if we had been drinking… and if 
we hadn’t, boy, would we be in trouble! I remember one climb, this 
time with some friends, to the top of Galdhøpiggen the highest 
mountain in Northern Europe (situated in Norway) standing at 
8,100 ft and from which on a clear day you can see the Alps. I had 
been climbing for a few hours and I had been so taken by the 
scenery that I had forgotten to drink. Quite quickly I started to get a 
headache, and eventually this got so bad that I was forced to sit 
down, I wasn’t going any further, my body simply quit. Water is 
absolutely critical, and without noticing, I was extremely thirsty. 
Sure enough, after a couple of bottles of water, my body came 
back to life, and I made it to the top of the mountain, and, yes, I 
got to see the Alps! However, I learnt my lesson and always make 
sure that I’m drinking enough water. 

Hopefully, by now, you’ve noticed the new art work which is 
situated in our Baptistry, called ‘Faith on Tap’. It’s an interesting 
and thought-provoking piece which at its centre is a cross made of 
copper pipes with a tap attached to the bottom under which is a 
bowl. The imagery is clear, from the cross flows water, and water 
which we’re encouraged to drink. For its installation in our 
Thanksgiving Service on 15th August we read as our Gospel 
reading these words from Jesus: 

‘Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty 
come to me and drink.’  John 7:37 

Here Jesus lays out for us, what the ‘Faith on Tap’ hints at, that as 
each human being is both body and spirit, and just as the body 
grows thirsty from too little physical water, so the human spirit 
grows thirsty from too little spiritual water. Jesus says we get 
spiritually thirsty, whether we realise or not, and what quenches 
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our thirst is Him. It is, admittedly, easy in life to forget to drink 
spiritually, particularly in a culture like ours which denies the 
spiritual side of life. Like when I was walking in Norway, it is easy to 
get distracted by the scenery, or to get so busy with life that we don’t 
think to drink spiritually. However, if we go for too long, we get 
spiritually thirsty and cease to function in the right way. How do we 
take this spiritual drink? Well, reading the Scriptures and praying on 
our own, is like taking small sips from a bottle, and it is a crucial thing 
to be doing each day. However, we also need to be having big long 
drinks and this is where the Sunday (or Wednesday) gathering comes 
in. Hearing the Scriptures together, praying together, and doing this 
as part of the Eucharist is where the proper drinking goes on. The 
Eucharist is where we feed on Christ in the sacrament, where 
we literally come to Jesus and drink, and without this each week we 
will slowly get spiritually de-hydrated. As your priest then, and as 
someone who has often forgotten the importance of drinking (both 
physically and spiritually) let me encourage us to make Sunday 
mornings a priority. Making coming to Communion a priority (and if 
you’re not baptised or confirmed then come and talk to me) for 
without having this staple in your week, you will, whether you realise 
it or not, slowly become spiritually de-hydrated. Whilst you’re in the 
building why not take a look at ‘Faith on Tap’ and reflect upon Jesus’ 
saying above. 

 

God bless, 

 

 

 

Fr Mike 
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Garden Party - 14th August '21 

The Birkett and Armstrong Families thank all who supported the 
Garden Party for the M.S.Trust in memory of Vicki. 

£2,777.70p was raised for the Trust who are as amazed and thankful 
as we are. 

Thank you all. 

Forthcoming event for the M.S.Trust - 

Coffee Morning in the Church Hall  

Saturday 20th November 10.00 am till 12 noon. 

Tuesday Coffee 

 We are pleased to announce that Tuesday Coffee will resume in the 
Church Hall from 9.00 till 12 noon on 7th September. Given the 
current circumstances, there will be six tables in use rather than the 
usual nine.  
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Harvest Social  

By popular demand a simple Harvest Social will take place this year, 
on Saturday 9th October in St George's Church Hall, from 5.30-
7.30pm. 

Here are the activities planned for the evening: 

Family Games 

Music 'by Izzi' 

Picture Quiz 

Harvest Loaf competition 

Raffle 

Book a table! 

You must book before you come, as there are limited tables 
available  

A table for up to 8 people can be booked, but we would not 
encourage swapping tables/chairs, and to be as covid safe as 
possible - to remain at your own table with your choice of guests.  

If you want to attend, and in less than a group of 8 - please let us 
know and we can allocate you a space on a table. 

Please bring with you.... 

A food bank donation - these donations will be collected and 
distributed to the Living Waters Food Bank  

A raffle prize - tickets will be on sale during the evening and a raffle 
will take place (try not to win what you brought with you!) 

Food & Drink - There will be no Jacob's Join this year, instead, 
please bring food and drink for your own table (and also paper 
plates/cutlery etc) 

Harvest Loaf competition. 

Each table is invited to bring along a 'Harvest Wheatsheaf', made at 
home. 

These will be displayed on the night and prizes will be awarded for 
'best adult loaf' and 'best child loaf' 



Page 10 

 

Wanted for St George’s New Cook Book 

Please email me your recipe at rgilkes1975@outlook.com or a paper 
copy at church after a Sunday service. 

All proceeds from sales of the book will go towards St George's 
Church. 

 

Thank you 

Rachel 

Loaves will be taken to church the following morning and displayed for 
the Harvest service. 

A recipe and images for inspiration will be posted on the 'Harvest 
Social event page', available through the church Facebook page. 

To book a table, please: 

Email: events@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

Or: Sign up at the back of church (clipboard) 

We really hope you are able to join us for this event, the first social 
activity since the pandemic and please bear with us as we plan this to 
be enjoyable, and covid safe! 

Rachel 
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Spotlight on Safeguarding 
 
I have been asked to focus this month on 
Financial Abuse. 
 
What is financial abuse? 
Financial abuse can take many forms. It’s a type 

of abuse that can start subtle and is often hard to detect. 
When defining financial abuse, we know there are many elements 
at play. It is true that financial abuse often involves or is 
associated with: 

• Someone taking or misusing someone else’s money or 

belongings for their own gain 

• Harming, depriving or disadvantaging the victim 

• Controlling someone’s purchases or access to money 

• Often associated with other forms of abuse 

• Doesn’t always involve a crime like theft or fraud 

Types of financial abuse 
What financial abuse looks like can vary which can make it 
difficult to detect and identify. Financial abuse can be concerning 
money, property or belongings. 
Financial abuse might look like: 

• Borrowing money and not giving it back 

• Stealing money or belongings 

• Taking pension payments or other benefit away from 

someone 

• Taking money as payment for coming to visit or spending 

time together 

• Forcing someone to sell their home or assets without consent 

• Tricking someone into bad investments 

• Forcing someone to make changes in wills, property or 

inheritance 

Signs of financial abuse 
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If suspect that you, or someone you know might be a victim of financial 
abuse, here are some of the behaviours and signs that might suggest 
financial abuse could be happening: 

• Unexplained money loss 

• Lack of money to pay for essentials such as rent, bills and food 

• Inability to access or check bank accounts and bank balance 

• Changes or deterioration in standards of living e.g. not having 

items or things they would usually have 

• Unusual or inappropriate purchases in bank statements 

• Isolation and withdrawal from friends and family 

• Lack of things you’d expect someone to be able to afford e.g. TV, 

grooming items, clothing 

Who commits financial abuse? 
Financial abuse can be committed by anyone anywhere, even people 
employed to provide care. 
This might include: 

• Spouses, friends, family and neighbours 

• People employed to provide care 

• Volunteers 

• Strangers 

Who is at risk of financial abuse? 
Financial abuse can affect anyone. 
It often takes place where there is an unequal balance of power. This 
can happen when: 

• Someone is a victim of another form of abuse such as domestic 

abuse or violence 

• Someone has a learning disability 

• Someone has a medical condition 

• Someone takes medication 

Helplines 
There are many great support networks out there to help if you feel you 
are a victim of financial abuse, and you can seek help or advice from 
the free and confidential helplines below.  
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Parish Magazine 2021 Dates 

Issue Deadline (Sunday) Available (Sunday) 

October 19th September 3rd October 

November 24th October 7th November 

December/January 21st November 5th December 

Contributions for inclusion in The Messenger can be given to  

Chris Gibson or can be emailed to acvgibson@sky.com  

 
 
National Domestic Abuse Helpline 
0808 2000 247 24-hour helpline 

Living With Abuse 
0808 802 0028 Monday to Saturday 08:00–20:00 

Women’s Aidhelpline@womensaid.org.uk 

Instant messaging service 10:00 – 12:00 via website 

The Men’s Advice Line 
0808 801 0327 Monday to Friday 10:00–13:00 and 14:00–17:00 
 Money Advice Service 

0800 138 7777 
 Samaritans: 116 123 or email jo@samaritans.org  
Victoria 
 
Dr Victoria Gibson, Parish Safeguarding Office 

07921010900 

mailto:helpline@womensaid.org.uk
tel:08088010327
tel:08001387777
mailto:jo@samaritans.org
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Mission Statement of St George's Church  
In the name of Christ, 

we seek to love and serve God and His people. 

Please pray for those struggling with illnesses of any 
sort, and especially for: 

Enda Corbett,  John & Hilary Lowe, Kiera Mansfield,  
Kathleen Allman, Alice Blacklidge, Margaret Sellers,  

Nicola Starkie,  Audrey Sibbald & Irene Haworth  

And for the family of  
John Hilton, Jim Scanlon,  David Burr. Margaret Riley, Rosalie 

Roberts, Kenneth Kershaw & Richard Ashley 
who have died recently. 

Holy Baptism Holy Matrimony  

Ethan Atkinson  Johanna Kirkham & Mitchell Clarke 
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Week Beg: - £ £ £ Includes mid–week 

20th June  118 420.50 808.00 13 112 92 

27th June 82 243.50 808.00 17 146 110 

4th July 43 236..00 808.00 12 120 98 

11th July 80 131.00 808.00 20 127 102 

18th July 40 130.00 808.00 22 109 99 

25th July 78 305.50 808.00 26 133 110 

1st Aug 39.50 240.50 822.00 29 116 97 

8th Aug 74.50 67.00 822.00 29 138 110 

15th Aug 39 295.00 822.00 21 139 112 
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The History Page September 2021 

 We have been looking back two centuries to a time when Thomas 

Rickman, St George’s architect, considering ideas from the local 

committee, clergy and the Commissioners in London, was resolving 

his design for the yet unbuilt church. These insistent interests provided 

problems but none so serious as those about to befall him. In the 

summer of 1821 the Commissioners suddenly decided the Chorley 

work be taken away. This was no idle threat. Francis Goodwin was 

also baulked and saw the completion of St George Tyldesley 

transferred to a Crown Architect. Seemingly the Commissioners 

heeded complaints that industrious and ambitious architects like 

Rickman and Goodwin were taking on more tasks than could be 

efficiently completed. 

Rickman was 

seriously alarmed, as 

was the local 

committee who 

seriously debated 

hunting for an 

alternative architect. 

However eventually 

Thomas Rickman 

was reprieved and re

-instated, no doubt 

benefitting from the 

good offices of 

Bishop Law of 

Chester. So, could 

work on the new 

church now begin? Not 

so- as next month’s 

issue will explain. 

Bill Walker 

Cartoon showing a busy Rickman ( right) , accompanied by 

his tall assistant Henry Hutchinson, hastening about his work 

in Liverpool ( 1817) 
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The Venerable David Picken, Archdeacon of Lancaster, officiating at 

our Thanksgiving Service, and Dedicating and Blessing a new piece 

of Artwork in Church.   
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Men’s Fellowship 

The support for Puppy Dog Training as part of the work of the charity 

Guide Dogs for the Blind is well underway and we have received 

photographs and information related to each one – MURPHY, LILY 

and LOLA. We thought that you might be pleased if we shared this 

information with you, so here it is, with both Murphy and Lily writing in 

the first person. Lola is not yet able to write her own message, so her 

trainer has written on her behalf. We hope that it will not be too long 

before she is able to write her own message.  

New 

sights 

and 

smells 

Due to 

lockdown 

restrictions 

earlier this 

year I 

haven’t 

been able 

to be taken 

to as many 

outdoor 

places as I 

would have 

liked. When 

restrictions ease, I 

will be taking her on 

public transport to 

experience travelling on 

buses and trains. We will also 

visit shops so Lola can practise walking up different types of stairs 

and using lifts. 
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Hello, it’s Lily here! 

I'm having a great time exploring my new home with my Puppy Raiser Carole! 

When I’m not practicing some basic training skills such as learning the 

'sit' and 'stay' commands, I'm playing with retired guide dog Ursi. I've 

even visited a supermarket and have been practicing my lead work! I 

can't wait to continue learning new skills. 

Look out for 

my first  

Pupdate this 

summer!. 

 

 

Overall, Lola is doing really well with her training so far and is great 

with every new person she meets. In particular she loves spending 

time with my granddaughter and has a lot of fun playing with them in 

the garden. 

I love watching' Lola take everything in her stride and can't wait 

to update you on her progress in your October Pupdate. 
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Garden Journal 

Some aspects of our Summer gardening plan did not quite work out 

as we envisaged. Some vegetables outgrew their patch, some 

perennials grew too tall making their border look rather straggley and, 

at one stage, we had a greenhouse full of lovely green tomatoes that 

refused to even start ripening! “All’s well that ends well” however, as 

you will find out later. 

It is now time to start tidying up as some foliage is beginning to fade, 

our sweet peas being the first to go. Other gardening tasks may 

include:- 

• Dividing/replanting herbaceous perennials once flowering has 

finished. 

• Continue dead heading and watering roses and dahlias. 

• Support tall flowers. 

• Tidy up strawberry plants, removing all old leaves and runners. A 

few strong runners can be potted up for later. 

Hello it’s Murphy here! 

I've settled in well with my Puppy 

Raisers, Shirley and David. I've had 

a lot of fun playing with retired guide 

dog Harvey—he’s been showing 

me how to be a “good boy”. I’ve 

even been practicing my basic 

obedience skills and walking up and 

down stairs. I got to play in the 

snow, it was funny seeing my paw 

prints as I walked! 

Look out for my my first Pupdate 

this summer! 

 

Thank you for sponsoring me. 

Bill Greenwood 
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• Plant Autumn onion sets on cleared ground after raking and 

firming. 

• Prune Summer fruiting raspberries , cutting the old brown canes, 

that have just fruited, to the ground and tying in the new green 

canes to their supports. 

• Plant hyacinth bulbs in pots for Winter and early Spring flowering. 

Plant the bulbs 10cm deep in multi-purpose compost. Store in a 

cold, dark place and only gradually acclimatise them to light and 

warmth once the shoots are showing. “Prepared” bulbs will 

probably be available now in garden centres. They will flower in a 

given number of weeks so can be timed to flower at Christmas. 

• Replace Summer bedding with hardy plants that will flower this 

Winter and Spring. Pansies, polyanthus, wallflower, ferns, 

heather and euonymus are ideal. 

• Trim evergreen hedges for the final time this year, while there is 

still time for recovery before Winter. 

• Divide large clumps of perennials to rejuvenate their growth for 

next year. New perennials can also be planted now. 

• Scarify and aerate the lawn. Removing thatch by scarifying lets 

more moisture, oxygen and nutrients into the soil which will 

revive the turf. Treat any moss first then mow the grass, before 

scarifying with a Spring-tined rake. Remove the loosened thatch 

then mow again in the opposite direction to the previous mowing. 

To aerate  the lawn spike it with a fork. A mix of topsoil, compost 

and sand can then be applied as a top dressing using a broom. 

Plenty to do. You certainly need that brew and biscuit! Are you 

wondering what we did with all those green tomatoes? We just 

continued to look after them and now we have juicy, sweet red 

tomatoes in abundance. It seems that the excessive heat earlier in the 

year did not agree with them. Apparently tomatoes do not ripen in 

temperatures below 50F or above 85F. Once the temperature 

dropped in the greenhouse  there was no problem So, it’s tomatoes 

with everything!  

Yours truly  Truggs. 
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Mothers’ Union 

MEETINGS.  We are very pleased and thankful to be able to confirm 

that we are now able to recommence our meetings once more. The 

first one will take place on THURSDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER  7.30 pm in 

Church for Communion.  Following this we will then move over to the 

Church Hall for a Prayer Meeting (followed by tea and biscuits of 

course).   Anyone who wishes to join us is most welcome. 

Earlier this year as you will all 

remember, our dear friend and 

member Agnes Suter sadly lost 

her brave battle (along with 

other members) but what you 

may not know was that Agnes 

had been a member of the 

Mothers' Union for an amazing 

50 years. Unfortunately the 

certificate that I was hoping she 

would be presented with arrived 

shortly afterwards but I thought 

it right and fitting it should be 

given to her daughters and as 

the photo shows Anne Hesketh 

received it on behalf of them 

both. 

WASHBAG APPEAL.   

Thank you so much to everyone 

who has donated to our 

Washbag Appeal.  On 16th July 

I delivered 15 washbags to 

Ward 8 (Children's Ward) Royal 

Preston  Hospital. The photo 

shows them being given to the 

Sister in Charge and a nurse. 

They were absolutely delighted 
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and will be restocked as and when 

required.  We are still contributing 

though to the original Washbag 

Scheme so please keep your 

donations forthcoming because 

they are appreciated. 

MOTHERS' UNION CHRISTMAS 

CARDS/GIFTS AND 2022 

DIARIES 

A list has been placed at the back 

of Church if anyone wishes to 

purchase Christmas cards along 

with  a catalogue for other items.  

These items can be paid for when 

delivered. If however anyone 

wishes a Diary the cost is £4.50.  

and these will need to be paid for 

when ordered.    

Gloria  

Branch Leader 
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Special Thoughts 

It's amazing and incredible,  

But it's as true as it can be, 

God loves and understands  

us all 

And that means YOU and ME -  

His grace is all sufficient 

For both the YOUNG and OLD, 

For the lonely and the timid, 

For the brash and the bold  

His love knows no exceptions 

So never feel excluded, 

No matter WHO or WHAT  

you are 

Your name has been included. 

Helen Steiner Rice  

Sponsored by Alan Fairclough 

Let us not love with words or 

speech,  

but with Actions and in Truth. 

1 John 3. 18  

Sponsored by  

Gerald Carter  

Loving Father help me 

focus on those things You 

want me to be concerned 

about and leave the rest 

of the universe to You. 

Sponsored by  

Kathleen & Brian Allman 

The “Lord” is the strength of my 

life, 

of whom then, 

should I be afraid. 

Psalm 27-1 

Sponsored by  

Edna Corbett 

If any reader would like to have their own 

thought please contact 

Chris Gibson. 
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