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 Vicar: The Revd Michael Print BA (Hons), BTh 

(Oxon) 

Confession and Sick Visits please notify the Vicar 

 

vicar@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

www.stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

01257 263064  

Services: Wednesday 10am Eucharist 

                 Sunday 9.30am Eucharist 

Church Wardens:  Mr John Bradley  jm.bradley@sky.com  
Mr Stephen Pollard  pollards_13@yahoo.co.uk 

0737 5047982 

0756 8502770 

Parish 

Safeguarding 

Officer 

Dr Victoria Gibson LLB MA MRes PhD FCMI    

safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 0792 1010 900 

Organist & 

Choirmaster:  

Mr Gordon Blackledge ARCO FTCL  
01257 274922  

Verger:  Mr Graham Schofield  0798 1178764  

Parish Magazine 

Editor:  

Mrs Christine Gibson  acvgibson@sky.com  
01257 260555  

Flower Guild 

Secretary:  

Mrs Freda Armstrong  
01257 262918  

Tower Captain:  Dr Victoria Gibson   0792 1010900  

Church Hall:  Mr Paul Clegg  Manager/Booking 

churchhall@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 
07821328337 

Sunday School: Church Hall  2nd Sunday (Eucharist Service) in Church 

St George’s 

Primary School:  

Mr Andy Purcell, Head Teacher  
01257 262323  

Men’s Fellowship: 2nd Wednesday 7.30pm, Church Hall  01257 426335  

Mothers’ Union:  2nd & last Thursday 7.30pm, Church Hall  

Thursday Ladies’ 

Circle:  

1st & 3rd Thursday 7.30pm, Church Hall  

St George’s 

Rainbows: 

Kelly Beesley 

Tuesday 5pm, Church Hall 
0796 6909747  

St George’s 

Brownies:  

Kelly Beesley 

Tuesday 6.15pm, Church Hall  
0796 6909747 

St George’s 

Guides:  

Anne Hesketh Tuesday 7.15pm, Church Hall  
0771 2350472  

Badminton Club: Monday 8pm, Church Hall   
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Dramatic & Musical 

Society:  

Friday 7pm, Church Hall  

Church Institute: Open Monday to Thursday 2pm-5pm & 

7pm-11pm; Friday & Saturday 2pm-

12midnight; Sunday 12noon-11pm 

 

01257 413107 

Beaver Scouts:    Monday 6.15pm 

Scouts:                 Monday 7.30pm 

Cub Scouts:         Tuesday 6.50pm  

Jackie Beesley (GSL) 01257 270770 

Rainbows:            Wednesday 5.30pm   Kate Walsh   

Brownies:             Wednesday 6.45pm  Lynsey Torrens  

Guides:      Thursday 6.45pm Jackie Beesley  01257 270770  

Red Bank  

I now cast this little Publication into your hands earnestly hoping that 

it may meet with your approbation, and enable you to spend a 

happy and profitable hour whilst reading over its pages". 

Rev. John Stock 1863, The Messenger first issue 



Page 5 

 

 

 Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

“The current trajectory of our church is a huge mistake and the 
leadership is out of touch with ordinary churchgoers,” George 
Carey, the former Archbishop of Canterbury, has written, “It is time 
to rally the troops.” The Church of England is facing something 
very un-Anglican, a rebellion conducted not principally by 
Archbishops, despite +Carey’s helpful intervention, but by those 
on the ground. Parish priests, church wardens, and parishioners 
are starting to fight back against what they perceive as an 
increasingly managerial church which is focusing its money, not on 
supporting struggling parishes, but on new diocesan jobs and 
schemes which bypass the parish and the people actually serving 
their local community. If this is news to you then that is a very 
good thing, and it is most likely because we are part of pretty 
much the only diocese not taking part in this new trend. We have 
in the Diocese of Blackburn three of the best bishops in the 
Church of England who simply pass on the Good News as they 
have received it, and support their parishes and their clergy. 
Bishops Julian, Philip, and Jill are doing an excellent job and 
deserve our full support. However, outside of our diocese things 
are very different and as a result many parishes feel they are 
under threat and so have launched a new initiative ‘Save the 
Parish’ (www.savetheparish.com).  One of the speakers at the 
launch event for ‘Save the Parish’ Alison Millbank, Canon 
Theologian from Southwell Cathedral, put the matter plainly: “the 
Church of England has totally capitulated to market values 
and managerialism… There has been a tendency to view the 
parish like some inherited embarrassing knick-knack from a great-
aunt that you wish were in the attic.” As a result of the changes 
taking place in our national Church I have decided to do 
something I have never done before: run for General Synod. 
General Synod is the parliament of the English Church, electing 
representatives of clergy and of laity, and elections to cover the 
next 5 years have been taking place. It is not something I 
particularly want to do. I have plenty to keep me busy in Chorley, I 
don’t particularly like arguments, and as I said, there is currently 
no threat to churches in the Blackburn area. So why do it to 
myself? Well to put it simply, if I don’t stand and fight who will? If in 
ten years time we find we have a bishop of Blackburn with 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.savetheparish.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ce84c1128edd943db8c1108d976c45e53%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637671408030051115%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV
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different ideas to +Julian, who decides to start to sell off church 
buildings, reduce the number of clergy, and amalgamate parishes, 
and I haven’t stood, well I will have no-one to blame but myself. 
Someone has to stand up for the parish, the Christian Faith as we 
have received it, and the Church as it has been handed down… so 
why not me! Frankly I wouldn’t mind at all if I don’t get elected, so 
long as someone does who is standing up for the Faith and the 
Church which has been the spiritual bedrock of this nation for the 
past two thousand years. But who knows, I might get elected, the 
electors (all clergy in my case) might just vote for me, and then I will 
have to attend meetings in York and the South a few times a year. 
But that’s me, what can you do? Well, first, pray, for our national 
Church, and for the representatives on General Synod. Second, 
support St George’s with your time, money, and talents, so that we 
keep ensuring that our parish is viable and somewhere from which 
we can share the Gospel. Finally, why not visit the website above and 
have a read about what is happening in the Church of England. 
The English Church is at a crossroads, and in the next generation 
may change out of all recognition, but there is still time to save what 
we all love, and there is still time to make a difference. Let us do our 
part to ensure that we have something valuable to hand on to our 
children and grandchildren, for their sakes, as well as ours. 

 

God bless, 

 

 

 

 

Fr Mike 
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St George’s Bell Ringing Group 

 I am pleased to announce the return of the Bell Ringing Group from 

Sunday 17
th
 October 2021. If any Adult or Young Person wishes to 

join, please make contact – no musical experience is required and full 

training is provided. The bells will ring before and after the Sunday 

Eucharist. Adult members are particularly welcome to join Bell 

Ringing.  

For further information please contact Victoria on 0792 1010 900 

or dr.badger999@gmail.com 

Dr Victoria Gibson, Tower Captain 

mailto:dr.badger999@gmail.com
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Harvest Social  

By popular demand a simple Harvest Social will take place this year, 
on Saturday 9th October in St George's Church Hall, from 5.30-
7.30pm. 

Here are the activities planned for the evening: 

Family Games 

Music 'by Izzi' 

Picture Quiz 

Harvest Loaf competition 

Raffle 

Book a table! 

You must book before you come, as there are limited tables 
available  

A table for up to 8 people can be booked, but we would not 
encourage swapping tables/chairs, and to be as covid safe as 
possible - to remain at your own table with your choice of guests.  

If you want to attend, and in less than a group of 8 - please let us 
know and we can allocate you a space on a table. 

Please bring with you.... 

A food bank donation - these donations will be collected and 
distributed to the Living Waters Food Bank  

A raffle prize - tickets will be on sale during the evening and a raffle 
will take place (try not to win what you brought with you!) 

Food & Drink - There will be no Jacob's Join this year, instead, 
please bring food and drink for your own table (and also paper 
plates/cutlery etc) 

Harvest Loaf competition. 

Each table is invited to bring along a 'Harvest Wheatsheaf', made at 
home. 

These will be displayed on the night and prizes will be awarded for 
'best adult loaf' and 'best child loaf' 
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Wanted for St George’s New Cook Book 

Please email me your recipe at rgilkes1975@outlook.com or a paper 
copy at church after a Sunday service. 

All proceeds from sales of the book will go towards St George's 
Church. 

 

Thank you 

Rachel 

Loaves will be taken to church the following morning and displayed for 
the Harvest service. 

A recipe and images for inspiration will be posted on the 'Harvest 
Social event page', available through the church Facebook page. 

To book a table, please: 

Email: events@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

Or: Sign up at the back of church (clipboard) 

We really hope you are able to join us for this event, the first social 
activity since the pandemic and please bear with us as we plan this to 
be enjoyable, and covid safe! 

Rachel 
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Spotlight on Safeguarding 
 
October 10

th
 is National Safeguarding Sunday. 

This is a special opportunity to recognise the 
importance of Safeguarding and that everyone 
has a role to play. 
 

A special video has been made for Safeguarding Sunday and this 
will be shared via our YouTube Channel, web site and social 
media. 
What do we mean by Safeguarding in the Church?  
It is about protecting children and adults at risk in, or known to, 
Church congregations. But good safeguarding is so much more 
than that. Together, we can enable every Church and every 
member to play their part in: 

• Creating and maintaining a safe environment for all 

• Being informed about different forms of harm and abuse and 

how to respond appropriately 

Making it clear that any harm or abuse is unacceptable. 
The Safeguarding Sub Committee of the PCC works hard to 
ensure that Safeguarding is met across Church: 

• Training is provided to everyone who needs it 

• Our Parish has a volunteer Safeguarding Officer 

• Safeguarding is a standing agenda item on PCC Meetings 

Safeguarding is not just about child protection. It is about ensuring 
all members of the Church (and Community) are safe from all 
forms of harm. 

 
Where to go for help? 

One of the biggest concerns people face is what to do if they see 
harm occurring, suspect harm may be occurring, or if someone 
tells them about harm.  
If you have any concerns, speak to the Parish Safeguarding 
Officer. 
If you are worried that someone is at immediate risk: call the 
Police, then get in touch with Safeguarding Officer. 
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Safeguarding Sunday Pledge 

• We will work together to ensure a safe Church for all 

• We will pray for our Safeguarding Officer and all those working 

with children and adults at risk 

• We will respect the processes and boundaries that are in place to 

protect everyone 

 
We will support people in our Church who have been hurt or abused. 
Victoria 
 
Dr Victoria Gibson, Parish Safeguarding Officer. 

07921010900 

safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk   

Christmas Trees For Sale 

(Like Last Year!) 

Nordman, non-drip ( nor drop), 3 to 4 feet high, 

with free stand 

Only £25 

Buy one to brighten Christmas 2021 and support your 

Church funds. All proceeds to St George’s. 

Please order by November 20th. Trees will be available 

from November 30th and you choose delivery date. 

See Bill Walker, or leave a message on 07951079359, 

including name, address and telephone number. 

mailto:safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk
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St Michaels Admissions 

Could all people applying to St Michael’s this year and are using St 

George's Church as a reference, please hand in their attendance 

sheets to the Churchwardens by 31st October. 

Thank You  

John & Stephen 

Forthcoming Event For The M.S. Trust 

Coffee Morning in the Church Hall on Saturday 20th November from 
10.00 am till 12 noon. 

Freda Armstrong  

CRAFTY CHRISTMAS 2021  

Join our new crafting socials!  

These will raise money for church while you learn a new skill - all 
taking place with cake & coffee (or something stronger!) 

First session 

Saturday 16th October - 7pm, St George's School Hall  

£5 per person including all training, materials and refreshments. 

We will be learning how to make beautiful macrame Christmas tree 
cards with Alex from Moho Crafts.  You will take home a couple and 
make some to be sold at the church Christmas fair 

Save the date: 

Date to be confirmed - 'Pocket Wren' - learn the art of elegant 
papercutting 

Date to be confirmed - Festive Craft activity, with mince pies and 
mulled wine 

Please bring along as many family and friends as you can to join in! 

For further details and to book your places please contact Sarah 
Calvert via email at sazstar@hotmail.com  or on 07539 593578.  
Rachel 
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Mission Statement of St George's Church  
In the name of Christ, 

we seek to love and serve God and His people. 

Please pray for those struggling with illnesses of any 
sort, and especially for: 

Edna Corbett,  John & Hilary Lowe, Kiera Mansfield,  
Kathleen Allman, Alice Blacklidge, Margaret Sellers,  
Nicola Starkie,  Audrey Sibbald, Joanne Salisbury, 

Danielle Harker & Irene Haworth  

And for the family of  
Michael Bond 

who has died recently. 

Holy Baptism Holy Matrimony  

Aria Asae - 
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Week Beg: - £ £ £ Includes mid–week 

22nd Aug 51.00 178.50 822.00 27 132 104 

29th Aug 28.50 96.00 812.00 27 121 96 

5th Sep 110.00 200.50 788.00 32 157 124 

12th Sep 64.00 97.00 788.00 46 156 127 

Holy  

Baptism 
Holy Matrimony  Funerals 

Ethan Atkinson None None 
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The History Page 

Generally the managers of a large new public building secure a site for 

the same well in advance of the start of construction. It may surprise 

readers to know that late into 1821, the Chorley church building 

committee had not determined where the new chapel of ease, later 

named St George’s, was to rise. This situation was the result of 

several factors. In a fast growing town there was a premium on 

centrally placed plots. Furthermore, since 1804 the Chorley Vestry had 

considered various solutions to the shortage of church places, 

including rebuilding St Laurence’s or extending it; such steps would 

not require an 

additional site. 

Finally, some of the 

local committee 

were not totally 

content with the 

proposals for a 

Commissioners’ 

church, although 

happy to receive the 

offer of a brand new 

large chapel for free. 

It was indeed 

fortunate that, late in 

1821, the local 

committee was able 

to announce the 

securing of a small 

plot of land from the 

Cunliffe- Grundy 

estate, albeit slightly 

remote from the 

main streets. 

 

A late eighteenth century map of Chorley. Work out where St 
George’s would be and  note its comparative detachment . 
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Parish Magazine 2021 Dates 

Issue Deadline (Sunday) Available (Sunday) 

November 24th October 7th November 

December/January 21st November 5th December 

Contributions for inclusion in The Messenger can be given to  

Chris Gibson or can be emailed to acvgibson@sky.com  

                 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Bill Walker 
A map of the completed St George’s, c.1878. Note the  
 incomplete nature of St George’s Street. 
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Men’s Fellowship Group (MFG) 

The first meeting for 2021 took place on Wednesday 8
th
 September, 

an opportunity to gather which was much appreciated. The venue 

was a “brewery” situated just around the corner from the church, in 

Anderton St. The identification of this facility rests with Reverend 

Michael, who in turn mentioned it to the MFG and out of it arose the 

visit. It used to be, that when the word brewery was mentioned it 

conjured up images of big industrial units employing large numbers of 

people, such as that at Walton-le-Dale. Things have changed and we 

now live in an era in which the term “micro-breweries” has become 

common place. Such is the case with the one visited, not just by 

members of the MFG, but additional colleagues from our 

congregation. Named “The Withnell Brewery” after the place in which 

it was first founded, it is very much a small industrial unit, which not 

only brews its own ale for sale to the public (it has a public bar) but 

provides wholesale for other bodies. The photo shows the vats in 

which the 

brewing 

takes place, 

with each 

one holding 

four and a 

half barrels 

or, in old 

Imperial 

terms, (1296 

pints). The 

quality of the 

produce, 

which those 

present enjoyed tasting (see photo on page 19), has gained a 

reputation well beyond the confines of the Chorley locality; at the time 

of our visit, boxes awaiting dispatch were destined for a new 

customer in Skipton (it is good to know that Lancashire continues to 

convert those on the other side of the Pennines).  
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Our host was John, who provided us not only with the knowledge of 

the process (the difference between Cask and Craft ales), of which 

they currently produce 8 and 4 respectively, but of the history of how 

the brewery had originally been established in Withnell.The move from 

Withnell had simply been the need to find larger premises, which 

remains the position with their current premises. One cause of concern 

to their current success is the availability of hops. While farmers are 

growing 

them there 

exists the 

problem of 

picking 

them. The 

work force 

has dried 

up, largely 

due to the 

limitations of 

Brexit, a 

point being 

made by 

many other 

bodies. 

The star of the show is an ale bottled as “The Invincibles”, originally 

brewed in response to a commission celebrating  Preston Football 

Club. With the celebrations long passed the ale has continued to be 

brewed, retaining its name and well worth a try. It is not surprising, 

being based in Chorley that one of the current products is aptly named 

“Chorley”. “The brewery”, retailing its own product and those of other 

such micro-breweries from all over the country, opens its doors as a 

retail outlet Thursday through to Sunday, with opening hours noon until 

10.00pm, excepting  Sunday, when it closes at 9.00 pm.  

Thanks to Reverend Michael for unearthing this little gem and to all 
those who  attended for what was a very enjoyable evening.  
Bill Greenwood 
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International Aid Shoebox Appeal. 

After a very successful response to the shoe box appeal last year we are 

once again supporting International Aid Send a Smile. For children and 

adults living in poverty the gift of a shoebox can be a dream come true or 

an answer to a prayer. International Aid deliver  boxes to people of all 

ages from babies to elderly people, throughout the year, not just at 

Christmas. Their dedicated team overseas share Jesus’ love and provide 

pastoral care, as well as practical gifts.  

 When you send a shoebox you are sending much more than useful and 

fun items, it’s a personal gift for the person receiving it, a message of 

hope and love, that reflects the love of Jesus. By doing this we can let 

children and adults, in desperate circumstances , know that someone 

cares and is thinking about them.  

The team in Ukraine delivered shoeboxes to a family living in poverty, 

sadly their Dad had recently passed away and all three children were 

struggling with health problems. Their Mum wrote in a thank you letter,” If 

you knew how much you brought us joy! Thank you very much!” 

In Kagbalie, a desperately poor village in Sierra Leone, the community 

were amazed by the shoeboxes International Aid delivered. Children 

opening boxes asked, ”Is that all for me?”  Adults asked, ”Why would they 

send us a gift? They don’t know us?” 

This year there are two ways you can send a shoebox, the traditional way 

of filling a box, wrapping and labelling it and bringing it to church or send a 

virtual shoebox. The virtual shoebox scheme enables you to make a 

donation for a box to be filled full of useful and fun items. You can choose 

the area of the world and age and gender of the person you would like the 

gift to go to. Gifts are packed and distributed by local teams which  in turn 

helps to support local economies.  

Details of what to put in the shoeboxes and how to wrap them are on the 

following page. Leaflets are also available in church. Should you wish to 

participate please bring your shoebox to church by 14th November. Thank 

you. 

Elizabeth Wilding on behalf of the Mission and Discipleship Committee. 
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Mothers’ Union 

With great anticipation we held our first Mothers' Union meeting for what 

seemed like forever, on Thursday 9th September. We met in Church where 

Revd Mike officiated at a wonderful service and Communion, followed by a 

most pleasant meeting in the Church hall.  The boiler worked, tea, coffee 

biscuits (and chocolate cake on offer) who'd have ever known that it was over 

18 months since we'd last met as a group. 

No, nothing had really changed, but everything had changed. Members no 

longer with us and remembered, at the same time welcoming ladies who are 

interested in joining us. So, for anyone else who would care to come along 

on one of our Thursday meeting nights here is the proposed itinerary: 

14th Oct Julie from International Aid The Shoebox Appeal 

28th Oct Ribbon Plaiting 

11th Nov Talk on Remembrance 

25th Nov Preparation for Christmas Fayre 

9th  Dec Christmas Meal at Goodwins (Hartwood Hall) 

WASHBAG APPEAL 

Thank you once again for all the support continually being received towards 

the Washbag Appeal.  Could I just confirm that the items required are: 

Flannels 

Combs (not tail combs),Toothpaste (Morrisons own brand 30p per tube is 

sufficient or similar) Table Soap (not bodywash as we have to be mindful of 

skin allergies) Single Pkt Tissues. 

Gloria  Branch Leader 

Thursday Ladies Circle 

After many months the Thursday Ladies Circle had their first meeting. It was 
lovely to see everyone chatting and catching up with each other. We also 
managed to plan our meetings up until Christmas. 

Future Meetings 

 7th October -  A talk by Bill Walker on How to tackle quiz clues 

 21st October -  Quiz night 

 4th November -  Boxes for International Aid and Jacobs Join. 

Cath Jolly  
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St George's Christmas Fair 

Saturday 4th December 2021 From 12pm 

This year, we are pleased that a Christmas Fair will take place. It may 
not follow the same format as previous years, and is being planned to 
be Covid-Safe, so at this stage, 
please reserve this date in your 
calendar with more detail to follow! 

We can confirm: 

'Special visitor' to open the Fair 
Hot and cold food stalls 
Craft stalls 
Children's activities 
Sing-a-longa Christmas in the 
church 

Appeal for help: 

To all members of Church groups 
and the uniformed organisations, 
you are welcome to have a stall / 
be involved in any way you would like on the day. 

We would appreciate your help and experience of previous fairs and 
urge you to get in touch either by email or in person. 

events@stgeorgechorley.co.uk / speak with Rachel Gilkes 

Volunteers 

Please get in touch if you would like to get involved with the Christmas 
Fair on the address above. We need washer-uppers, food servers, 
people on stalls, raffle ticket sellers, cake bakers....lots of ways to get 
involved! 

Thanks 

Rachel Gilkes 

Date for your Diary:  

mailto:events@stgeorgechorley.co.uk
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Special Thoughts 

It's amazing and incredible,  

But it's as true as it can be, 

God loves and understands  

us all 

And that means YOU and ME -  

His grace is all sufficient 

For both the YOUNG and OLD, 

For the lonely and the timid, 

For the brash and the bold  

His love knows no exceptions 

So never feel excluded, 

No matter WHO or WHAT  

you are 

Your name has been included. 

Helen Steiner Rice  

Sponsored by Alan Fairclough 

Let us not love with words or 

speech,  

but with Actions and in Truth. 

1 John 3. 18  

Sponsored by  

Gerald Carter  

Loving Father help me 

focus on those things You 

want me to be concerned 

about and leave the rest 

of the universe to You. 

Sponsored by  

Kathleen & Brian Allman 

The “Lord” is the strength of my 

life, 

of whom then, 

should I be afraid. 

Psalm 27-1 

Sponsored by  

Edna Corbett 

If any reader would like to have their own 

thought please contact 

Chris Gibson. 
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From the School 

What a brilliant start to the 

new school year! We could 

not be happier that we are 

all back, in school, learning 

and playing together again. 

Our new Reception 

children have settled in 

brilliantly already and are 

enjoying their time spent 

both in the classroom and 

exploring the rest of the 

building. We are making the most of the opportunity to sing in 

assembly again, thanks to the removal of some of the Covid -19 

restrictions, and the opportunities to mix classes. We have so many 

exciting events happening this year which we are all really looking 

forward to. We really do think this will be our best year yet! 

Martin Mere Trip 

We started the academic year (Reception Children’s first full day in 

school) with a fabulous whole school trip to Martin Mere Wetland 

Centre in Burscough. The children had the opportunity to learn about 

the insects found in wetlands by capturing and examining the contents 

of pondwater. The children also fed the wildfowl, watched the otters 

eating their lunch, hunted for bugs, took part in a worship led by 

Father David, and enjoyed themselves enormously playing in the 

adventure playground. Reception Children Quotes “We went on a bus 

to Martin Mere. It was like a rollercoaster” Archie (Class 1) “I caught a 

pond snail and saw lots of ducks” Wilf (Class 1) “I saw some pink 
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flamingos at Martin 

Mere” Margot (Class 

2) We saw some 

otters and sang 

songs in worship.” 

Ralph (Class 2) 

G7 Speakers’ 
Conference  

Astley Hall was the 

setting for the high-

profile conference 

over the weekend. 

Alex, from year 6, 

who is an active member of our school council was selected by staff to 

represent George’s School at the G7 Speakers’ Summit.  Alex had the 

honour of meeting and greeting delegates from across the globe. He 

watched the Red Arrows fly over and posed for photographs for the 

national press. To mark the event, Alex was involved in a tree planting 

ceremony. Parliamentarians each paired up with a child from one of 

Chorley’s schools to shovel heaps of soil and planted a tree native to 

their home country.  Thank you for attending Alex, you are a credit to 

yourself, parents, and the school.   

Adult Helpers 

 We appreciated, and 
value help from our 
friends from church 
with reading in school, 
and other activities. 
Are you willing to 
come back to us? Can 
you help?  

Reading is a life skill, 

and all the staff at St. 

George’s work their 
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hardest to ensure that children experience different 

reading opportunities.  We try to get every child in 

the infants heard read 3 times a week – that’s a 

huge task, and not one we can achieve without your 

help! If you can spare an hour or two in the week, 

for us, ideally in an afternoon – but mornings are 

better than nothing, we’d be ever so pleased to see 

you. Please email me (Louise) l.darlington@st-

georges.lancs.sch.uk  

All we'd ask is that you wear a mask in communal 

areas, and complete an LFD test, which we can 

supply, 24 hours prior to coming into school! It 

would be great to see you! 

We look forward to a positive academic year 

serving and supporting our pupils, families, church, 

and the community. 

Louise Darlington  Assistant Headteacher  

Litter Pick 

The churches of Chorley, together 

with schools and the local council , 

were invited to do a half hour litter 

pick around their respective areas 

Friday 10th and Saturday 11
th
 of 

September to tidy the town before 

the G7 summit. A select few from St 

Georges took part including one of 

the youngest members of our 

congregation! Amelie had a great 

time “ helping” her mummy ! A 

worthwhile activity and something 

we are thinking of repeating on a 

regular basis. 

Elizabeth Wilding 

mailto:l.darlington@st-georges.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:l.darlington@st-georges.lancs.sch.uk
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Garden Journal 

The colours I associate with October are orange and gold. We have 

both in our garden at the moment—bright shiny pumpkins and vibrant 

yellow sunflowers and rudbeckias. The rest show small patches of 

colour but it is that time of year when foliage and petals are fading fast. 

Some plants have been trying to take over their neighbour’s patch. It is 

time to start the big clearance:- 

• It is surprising how much thatch collects in the grass after all the 

Summer mowing. Now we can scarify and rake the lawn to 

improve aeration and trim the edges. Mow the grass less as the 

temperature drops and start mowing at a higher depth. 

• As you gather fallen leaves pile them up and chop them with the 

lawn mover if you can. Or make leaf mould by placing in a 

suitable container as they are. Chopping them first speeds up 

decomposition. 

• Cut back and split overgrown perennials and tidy all borders of 

fading foliage and weeds. 

• Prune roses, reducing them by a third in height and also  

branches of rowan trees, cutting above an unwanted outward 

facing bud. 

• Carry on deadheading as flowers fade. This ensures that energy 

needed elsewhere in the plant can be stored, a big share of it 

supporting next year’s growth. Also fading flowerheads can attract 

pests and fungal spores so their removal reduces the chance of 

infection.  

Other garden tasks could include:- 

• Sow sweet peas now to give a longer flowering season next year. 

Using deep pots encourages longer , healthier roots. 

• Plant Winter flowering plants such as pansies, polyanthus, some 

heathers, skimmias, wallflowers, muscari, crocus and daffodils. 

There is a lot to do but before we start let’s have that 

brew and biscuit!  

 Yours truly  Truggs. 
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