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Vicar: The Revd Michael Print BA (Hons), BTh
(Oxon)
Holy Baptism, Holy Matrimony, Confession and
Sick Visits please notify the Vicar

01257 263064

vicar@stgeorgechorley.co.uk
www.stgeorgechorley.co.uk

Services: Wednesday 10am Holy Communion,
Sunday 8am Holy Communion, 10am Parish Eucharist
Church Wardens:

Mr John Bradley jm.bradley@sky.com
Mr Stephen Pollard pollards13@yahoo.co.uk

0737 5047982
0756 8502770

Parish
Safeguarding
Officer

Dr Victoria Gibson LLB MA MRes PhD FCMI
safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk

0792 1010 900

Organist &
Choirmaster:

Mr Gordon Blackledge ARCO FTCL

Verger:

Mr Graham Schofield

Parish Magazine
Editor:

Mrs Christine Gibson acvgibson@sky.com

Flower Guild
Secretary:

Mrs Freda Armstrong

Tower Captain:

Dr Victoria Gibson

0792 1010900

Church Hall:

Mr Paul Clegg Manager/Booking
churchhall@stgeorgechorley.co.uk

07821328337

Sunday School:

Church Hall 9.50am 2nd Sunday (Eucharist Service) in Church

St George’s
Primary School:

Mr Andy Purcell, Head Teacher

Men’s Fellowship: 2nd Wednesday 7.30pm, Church Hall

01257 274922
0798 1178764
01257 260555

01257 262918

01257 262323
01257 426335

Mothers’ Union:

2nd & last Thursday 7.30pm, Church Hall

Thursday Ladies’
Circle:

1st & 3rd Thursday 7.30pm, Church Hall

St George’s
Rainbows:

Michelle Hilton
Tuesday 5pm, Church Hall

0787 4209629

St George’s
Brownies:

Kelly Beesley
Tuesday 6.15pm, Church Hall

0796 6909747

St George’s
Guides:

Anne Hesketh Tuesday 7.15pm, Church Hall

Badminton Club:

Monday 8pm, Church Hall
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0771 2350472

Dramatic & Musical
Society:

Friday 7pm, Church Hall

Church Institute:

Open Monday to Thursday 2pm-5pm &
7pm-11pm; Friday & Saturday 2pm12midnight; Sunday 12noon-11pm

01257 413107

Red Bank
Beaver Scouts:

Monday 6.15pm

Scouts:

Monday 7.30pm

Cub Scouts:

Tuesday 6.50pm

Rainbows:

Wednesday 5.30pm

Kate Walsh

Brownies:

Wednesday 6.45pm

Lynsey Torrens

Guides:

Thursday 6.45pm

Jackie Beesley 01257 270770

Jackie Beesley (GSL) 01257 270770

I now cast this little Publication into your hands earnestly hoping that
it may meet with your approbation, and enable you to spend a
happy and profitable hour whilst reading over its pages".
Rev. John Stock 1863, The Messenger first issue
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
November this year finds us at a time when the restrictions to our
daily lives are again increasing. Human beings are a communal
species; we live and flourish with other people and, therefore, the
most difficult restrictions to live with are those which pull us apart
and isolate us from our friends and loved ones. I hate the masks,
but I can live with them. I dislike the constant washing of hands;
but I can cope. But hugs and face to face conversations with those
I care about, I am increasingly finding the lack of them difficult to
manage. John Donne wrote “No man is an island, entire of it self;
every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main” and I
have never felt the force of that until we were told to stop seeing
almost everyone else. No wonder the government has encouraged
‘support bubbles’ for those who live alone, for ‘islands’ we were
never meant to be.
Into the horror of forced isolation comes the Feast of All Saints, a
feast which often passes most people by, as it is eclipsed by the
secular fascination with the Feast of All Hallows; or Halloween as
it has been nicknamed. It strikes me, that never in my lifetime, at
least, have we been more in need of this feast day. All Saints turns
our attention to the Christian community, to the Church, and
especially to that part of the community which we cannot easily
see; those who are no longer on earth. When we declare in the
creed that we believe in ‘one catholic Church’ we are affirming that
we are part of a whole, part of a Church which not only spans the
world but also spans time. There is ‘one’ Church made up of all
those who believed in Christ in the past, as well as all those who
believe in Christ now. This amazing and diverse group of people
includes such ‘greats’ as St Augustine, St Francis, and St George,
but also the grandmother who always prayed for you, and your
Christian friend who recently died. Death does not end our
membership of the Church, as it does say for the National Trust,
rather we continue forever to be a part of Jesus’ body, His family,
spread across time.
How does all this help? At a time when we are separated from
those who are still alive, how does it help to remember those from
whom we are separated by death? Well, here All Saints helps us
out, by reminding us that though the Christians departed have left
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the earth, they are still an active and real presence in heaven, and,
therefore, within the Church. Those who died in Christ are alive in
Him, and they watch us walking through this life, and through this
time of pandemic, from the side lines. The author of the Letter to the
Hebrews puts it like this: ‘Therefore, since we are surrounded by such
a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders
and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance
the race marked out for us’. The great crowd of witnesses are those
who have trusted Jesus in this life and have as a consequence
now gone to be with Him. The author of Hebrews has us picture our
life like a race, where we are the participants, and the faithful
departed are the spectators cheering us on. There are times when we
feel despondent when we feel our faith is at a low, and the author
reminds us that, in those moments, we are being cheered on
by those who have gone before. As Christians we are never alone,
even when we are locked-down in our homes, suffering from illness
and loneliness, for the saints are always with us. They are on our
side; they are cheering us and encouraging us on; and they are
praying and asking God to help us. ‘Therefore’ writes our author ‘let
us run with perseverance the race marked out for us’. ‘Keep going’
scream the saints; ‘don’t give up’ they cry ‘for God is with you’. What
a marvellous and heart warming thought to know that we are never
alone, that a whole host of people who have struggled through the
Christian life, and made it out the other side are backing us, and
supporting us. As the days grow shorter, and the restrictions more
intense, let us be encouraged that we, as Christians, are never alone
and let us keep praying and following
Jesus encouraged on by the saints
in Glory.
Amen - from Rev. Mike and Natalie

Mission Statement of St George's Church
In the name of Christ,
we seek to love and serve God and His people.
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Annual Parish (APM) and Annual Parish Church meetings
(APCM) for 2019.
On this occasion, the Annual Meetings covering 2019 were held in
church, following the 9.30.am. service on Sunday 18 th. October. It is
usual for such Annual meetings to be held well beyond the last day of
the year upon which they are reporting, but that for 2019 was delayed
almost to the end of 2020 due to the COVID 19 problems. There were
36 recorded attendees (6 apologies) to deal with the business which
has been outlined in previous magazines.
The first meeting, the APM, elected John Bradley and Stephen
Pollard as the Church Wardens for 2020. Thanks were expressed to
Brian Addison, who had decided to take time off, for his commitment
to the position, his hard work and longevity of service.
The APCM followed on immediately with the number of those present
1. Fewer. Both the Annual Report and the Financial Report were
accepted with Alan Gibson, Netta Gill and Graham Heald each
being re-elected onto the PCC. On this occasion the three allocated
positions on the Deanery Synod were filled by Brian Allman, Carol
Cox and Diane Sparks. (A complete list of appointments is on display
at the rear of the church.)
The Annual Report emphasised the debt of gratitude to all those who
attend and work, in whatever capacity, on behalf of the Church. The
arrival of Revd. Michael and his family had provided joy, leadership,
and stability to St. Georges. Without the commitment of one and all,
the very positive commentary which emphasised the vibrancy of our
church would not have been possible.
The Independent Examiner highlighted the fact that 2019 saw an
improvement on the day to day running of St. George’s but that
expenditure continued to exceeded income: in effect we are still living
beyond our means. While our investments showed a healthy increase,
they are for the “rainy day.” The report concluded with “some
improvement but a need to continue to do better.” Every avenue for
cutting expenditure has been explored but there remains the
fundamental need to increase income if we are to balance our books.
A point which cannot be over emphasised.
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Copies of the Annual Report and the Financial Statement provided by
the Independent Examiner are available to anyone requiring a copy.
Please contact Bill Greenwood.

Christian Stewardship
Date

Cash

Envelopes

BACS

Communicants

20th Sep

63.35

252.50

638.00

67

27th Sep

80.00

247.50

652.00

61

4th Oct

82.00

548.00

673.00

88

11th Oct

72.50

462.00

685.00

70

18th Oct

118.50

574.50

685.00

67

Parish Magazine 2020 Dates
Issue

Deadline (Sunday)

In Church (Sunday)

December/January

22nd November

6th December

Contributions for inclusion in The Messenger can be given to
Chris Gibson or can be emailed to acvgibson@sky.com

New Stewardship Envelopes for 2021
These are now available at the back of Church.
John Bradley
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Christmas Trees For Sale
(Like Last Year!)

Nordman, non-drip ( nor drop), 3 to 4 feet
high, with free stand
Only £20
Buy one to brighten Christmas 2020 and support
your Church funds. All proceeds to St George’s.
Please order by November 22nd. Trees delivered to
you by December 13th.

See Bill Walker, or leave a message on
01257 273294, including name, address and
telephone number.
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Spotlight on Safeguarding
These are difficult and challenging times for
everyone during the global pandemic, in
particular feeling isolated. Here are some
organsiations that can help you. Reach out, you
are not alone.
Anxiety UK
Charity providing support if you have been diagnosed with an
anxiety condition.
Phone: 03444 775 774 (Monday to Friday, 9.30am to 5.30pm)
Website: www.anxietyuk.org.uk
Men's Health Forum
24/7 stress support for men by text, chat and email.
Website: www.menshealthforum.org.uk
Mental Health Foundation

Provides information and support for anyone with mental health
problems or learning disabilities.
Website: www.mentalhealth.org.uk
Mind
Promotes the views and needs of people with mental health
problems.
Phone: 0300 123 3393 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 6pm)
Website: www.mind.org.uk
No Panic
Voluntary charity offering support for sufferers of panic attacks
and obsessive compulsive disorder (OCD). Offers a course to
help overcome your phobia or OCD.
Phone: 0844 967 4848 (daily, 10am to 10pm). Calls cost 5p per
minute plus your phone provider's Access Charge
Website: www.nopanic.org.uk
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PAPYRUS

Young suicide prevention society.
Phone: HOPElineUK 0800 068 4141 (Monday to Friday, 10am to 5pm
and 7pm to 10pm, and 2pm to 5pm on weekends)
Website: www.papyrus-uk.org
Samaritans
Confidential support for people experiencing feelings of distress or
despair.
Phone: 116 123 (free 24-hour helpline)
Website: www.samaritans.org.uk
YoungMinds
Information on child and adolescent mental health. Services for
parents and professionals.
Phone: Parents' helpline 0808 802 5544 (Monday to Friday, 9.30am
to 4pm)Website: www.youngminds.org.uk
NSPCC
Children's charity dedicated to ending child abuse and child cruelty.
Phone: 0800 1111 for Childline for children (24-hour helpline)
0808 800 5000 for adults concerned about a child (24-hour helpline)
Website: www.nspcc.org.uk
Refuge
Advice on dealing with domestic violence.
Phone: 0808 2000 247 (24-hour helpline)
Website: www.refuge.org.uk
Alcoholics Anonymous
A free self-help group. Its "12 step" programme involves getting sober
with the help of regular face-to-face and online support groups.
Phone: 0800 917 7650 (24-hour helpline)
Website: www.alcoholics-anonymous.org.uk
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Alzheimer's Society

Provides information on dementia, including factsheets and helplines.
Phone: 0300 222 1122 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm and 10am to
4pm on weekends)
Website: www.alzheimers.org.uk
Cruse Bereavement Care
Phone: 0808 808 1677 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm)
Website: www.cruse.org.uk
Rape Crisis
To find your local services phone: 0808 802 9999 (daily, 12pm to
2.30pm and 7pm to 9.30pm)
Website: www.rapecrisis.org.uk
Victim Support
Phone: 0808 168 9111 (24-hour helpline)
Website: www.victimsupport.org

FRANK
Free, confidential information and advice about drugs, their effects and
the law. FRANK's live chat service runs daily from 2pm to 6pm.
Phone: 0300 1236600 (24-hour helpline)
Text a question to: 82111
Website: https://www.talktofrank.com/
Website: https://smartrecovery.org.uk/
Gamblers Anonymous
A free self-help group. Its "12 step" programme involves stopping
gambling with the help of regular face-to-face and online support
groups.
Phone: 0330 094 0322 (24-hour)
Website: https://www.gamblersanonymous.org.uk/
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Mencap

Charity working with people with a learning disability, their families and
carers.
Phone: 0808 808 1111 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm)
Website: www.mencap.org.uk
Family Lives
Advice on all aspects of parenting, including dealing with bullying.
Phone: 0808 800 2222 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 9pm and Saturday
to Sunday, 10am to 3pm)
Website: www.familylives.org.uk
Relationships
Relate
The UK's largest provider of relationship support.
Website: www.relate.org.uk
Dr Victoria Gibson

Parish Safeguarding Officer
safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk

Mothers’ Union
The ongoing hospital washbag
scheme has seen those who sew
amongst us keeping very busy.
Thanks to Dorothy, Rosemary and
Elaine another 40 washbags are
ready to go to Anne Forrest at
St Peter's for filling and distributing
to the hospital. Thanks also to
members and anyone who is
keeping the supply of items coming
to fill the bags. Its a huge
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undertaking but sadly a very
necessary one. Here is a photo of
items required and if anyone wishes
to donate they can be given to any
MU member who will pass on.
One of the other things Mothers'
Union are involved in is making Fiddle
Quilts and Fiddle Muffs for people with
dementia. We've made these in the
past and given them to the two local
dementia Nursing Homes. Imagine
Dorothy's surprise to receive this
beautifully knitted Muff from a friend
who used to bowl for St. George's
Ladies friendlies (Chrissie) who not
long ago emigrated to Australia. This
will be passed on and i'm sure
someone will get pleasure from it.
MU CHRISTMAS
CATALOGUE
I've heard from our
Deanery Literature
Representative
(Marian Whitehead)
that she's
definitely open for
business and is in
fact waiting to be
restocked having already sold out . If anyone would like to order
Christmas cards or gifts, Gloria has several catalogues that you can
look at or go onto the MU website then give her your order. A good
alternative to the shops.
Gloria Dunseath

Branch Leader
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OUR CLOCK ...
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RETURNS!
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The History Page
The year 1820 saw the appointment of Thomas Rickman as the
architect for the new large church of St George’s Chorley. It is
important to realise how fortunate Chorley was to receive the
Commissioners’ grant and a fine designer. For example, the image
shows St Peter’s Salesbury, as it was built in 1807, relying on the
funding from the local
lord of the manor.

Chorley’s vestry at St
Laurence’s had long
resolved upon church
extension. From
1815, possibly
inspired by Trinity
Church Preston, they
aimed to raise £4430
for a similar stone
structure. They raised
just £2275. How
fortunate then that the Commission stepped in to provide the full
cost of St George’s at £12,387 6s 2d
Bill Walker
Thank You
Merry would like to thank all at St George's for all their prayers
over the last few months, this meant a lot to us.
My thanks to everyone who sent cards and letters of condolence.
They were a great comfort to me, and to know how much Ken's
Ministry was valued.
I'm only sorry more couldn't have been at Ken's Thanks Giving
Service owing to Covid 19.
My prayers to you all.
Merry
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From the School

Staffing News
I hope you will join me in congratulating Mr. Robert Horne on
successfully gaining promotion to the role of Assistant Headteacher at
St George’s. Many of you will already know Rob as a passionate,
caring teacher who has shown a true ability to motivate and inspire.
He has successfully led the Teaching School for the past year and he
has dramatically increased its profile across the local area.
Harvest Festival
We celebrated our Harvest Festival on the 8th October with a slightly
different virtual worship through zoom. Bishop Phillip led the worship
by talking about that there is enough food for everyone, and that
hunger is the result
of a poor distribution
of goods and
income. He also
shared the story of
‘The Feeding of the
Five Thousand’ to
remind us that
nothing we face
here on earth is too
big for God.

“He explained we have lots of food, but some countries barely have
any.” Max (Class 9)
“Bishop Phillip told us a story about a boy with packed lunch who met
Jesus.” Molly (Class 9)
“He showed us what we should share.” Mathilda (Class 5)
“He had a castle in the background.” Children in Class 3
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The Greenhouse Project
The school is in the process of collecting thousands of plastic bottles
to help us to build an environmentally friendly greenhouse. We shall
cut the bottoms off the bottles and place them onto canes, which will
be lined up to create walls around a wooden frame. Staff and pupils
will get a chance to work in the greenhouse growing fruit and
vegetables.
Children will hopefully be able to grow produce to use in the kitchen.
They will have the satisfaction and pride of planting a seed, tending
to it, watching it grow, then eating it. They will learn the
science of plants, and regularly try new, fresh and
healthy foods they have grown themselves The way of
building of the greenhouse also gets across the
message of trying to be responsible for the
environment, reusing materials, rather than throwing
them away.
Kind regards Louise Darlington (Assistant Headteacher )
Garden Journal
This is a short but nevertheless important Truggs. I am pleased to be able
to tell you something you’ve been waiting patiently to hear– you can now
plant tulips! The soil has now chilled sufficiently to help the tulips to avoid a
fungal disease that can be found in warm soil. Other flowers that you can
now plant include:-

•

Hellebores which flower through the Winter and into Spring.

•

Lilies which will give fragrant blooms in the Summer.

•

Sweet peas the seeds of which, if sown now, will flower in May and will
be stronger plants.
You will probably still have some outstanding tasks from last month but add
on clearing the greenhouse. Remove the remains of spent crops, brush out
and wash as needed together with any pots/containers.
After this you will need that brew and biscuit
Yours truly Truggs
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St George’s Christmas Gift Tree
It’s the time of year again where we think
about those people less fortunate than
ourselves by doing our bit to help the
homeless get through the festive period
and bringing them a little bit of Christmas
cheer and sending them love and prayers
from the St. George’s family.
For the last few years we have had our
Christmas gift tree where we encourage
members of our congregation to collect a gift tag
from the tree and purchase the item on the tag, wrap it and return it to
church for distribution.
We understand that you may not feel comfortable in collecting a tag
from church at the moment so we are providing you with a list of items
to choose from. All you need to do is select an item from the list,
purchase it, wrap it up and add a gift tag with details of the item.
Then return your item to church between 22 November and
6 December 2020 so that they can be distributed to those in need.
Men’s Shower
Gel

Men’s Hat

Men’s Gloves

Men’s
Deodorant

Ladies Shower
Gel

Ladies Hat

Ladies Gloves

Ladies
Deodorant

Men’s Socks

Ladies
Socks
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Toothbrush &
Tooth Paste

Christmas Toy Appeal

As in previous years,
we are also asking you
to support our
Christmas toy appeal.
This year we would like
you to bring your new,
unwrapped toys into
church between 22
November and
6 December 2020.
They can then be
delivered in time to
help make a child’s Christmas special.
Thank you for your continued support.
Ministry and Discipleship Committee
Return of the St George’s Quiz

By popular demand ( well, at the request of one of our peerless sales
team!) the St George’s Quiz returns, with all proceeds to Church funds
and a tempting £10 prize to the winner. The topic is “Name That
Game”, with fifty clues revealing boxed and/or board games usually
played on and around the table.
Copies can be found at the back of Church or obtained from Bill
Walker ( 27, Winchester Avenue, tel: 01257 273294) if you furnish
name, address and telephone number. Entries to be returned by 7 th
February 2021. Please support us and- Good Luck!
Bill Walker
See
The See is not being produced locally but can be accessed on http://
www.stgeorgechorley.co.uk
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International Aid Shoebox Appeal

After a successful shoebox appeal last year in aid of Operation
Christmas Child we are once again asking for your help to bring
some joy to those in the poorest part of the world by filling a
shoebox. This Christmas we are following the example of our
Thursday Ladies Group who have supplied shoeboxes to
International aid for many years.
Items to include are:
- Small toys, games and cuddly toys
- Socks, t-shirts, hats , scarves, gloves and underwear
- Stationary, ( any scissors need to be the round ended safety type)
The following are NOT allowed:
- Medicines, vitamins, tablets, matches or perishables
- Chocolate, tinned meats or fish.
Please wrap your box and lid separately and secure with a rubber
band. It costs £2 per box to collect, store and distribute each box so
if you could include that taped to the underside of the lid that would
be very welcome.
Please label your box one of the following:
- Boy/ Girl and age or Adult male/female
Boxes need to be returned to church by Sunday 8th November .

Further information on the work of International aid can be
found on their website: www.internationalaidtrust.org.uk
Thank you
Elizabeth Wilding, Chair of Mission and Development.
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Please pray for those struggling with illnesses of any
sort, and especially for:
Vicki Birkett, John Lowe, Jim Scanlon,
Linda Lawrenson, Maye Byers, Rosalie Roberts,
Kathleen Allman, Peter Jackson, Alice Blacklidge,
Lynn Carter, Nicola Starkie, Elaine Bruce, Irene Haworth,
Sara Shingler, Karen Riding, Glenda Dibbs & Margaret Sellers.
And for the family of Sheila Elizabeth Haydock
who has died recently.

Also for the families of those whose anniversary of death falls at this
time: Kenneth Bibby, The Revd James Packer, Emily Gratrix,
Frank Roden & Douglas Ford

Erratum
We apologise for our mistake in the deceased section of the October
edition. The name should have read:
Catherine Kettle
Shopping on Amazon?
If you use Amazon for any online purchases you can raise free
donations for church by going to smile.amazon.co.uk and registering
your support for St George's.
You register by searching for the charity "The Parochial Church
Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of St George, Chorley" - - it is a
mouthful but it is our proper name as registered with the Charities
Commission.
Once you have subscribed to support St George's in this way you will
automatically be treated as a St George's supporter whenever you go
to smile.amazon in the future.
Don't forget to change any bookmarks from the standard Amazon
portal to smile.amazon.co.uk
Tony Sanderson, Treasurer
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Sponsored Thoughts
It's amazing and incredible,
But it's as true as it can be,
God loves and understands
us all
And that means YOU and ME His grace is all sufficient
For both the YOUNG and OLD,
For the lonely and the timid,
For the brash and the bold
His love knows no exceptions
So never feel excluded,
No matter WHO or WHAT
you are
Your name has been included.
Helen Steiner Rice

Loving Father help me
focus on those things You
want me to be concerned
about and leave the rest
of the universe to You.

Sponsored by
Kathleen & Brian Allman
Let us not love with words or
speech,
but with Actions and in Truth.

Sponsored by Alan
Fairclough

1 John 3. 18

Sponsored by
Lynn Carter

The “Lord” is the strength of
my life,
of whom then,
should I be afraid.
Psalm 27-1

Sponsored by
Edna Corbett

If any reader would like to sponsor their own thought please contact
Chris Gibson.
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A prayer for those affected by the Coronavirus:
God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of
pain and fear. Look with mercy on those who have contracted the
new virus, on any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in
danger. Through this time of global concern, by your Holy Spirit
bring out the best not the worst in us. Make us more aware of our
interdependence on each other, and of the strength that comes
from being one body in you. Through Christ our wounded healer.
Amen.

A prayer for medical professionals:
Almighty God, Father of mercies, in his earthly life your Son Jesus
Christ went about doing good, healing all manner of sickness and
disease among the people: Comfort, heal and sanctify those who
suffer in body, mind or spirit: Grant to all doctors and nurses, and
to all who tend the sick, skill, sympathy and patience; bless all
who labour to prevent suffering, make them instruments of your
healing love, and continue through them your loving purposes
among us, through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE FOOD BANK
As our church building is closed most of the time, you may wish
to know of other means of contributing to this facility or making
use of it. Living Waters Church (contact number 07889 757 045)
has tables outside on Tuesdays and Fridays from 10am to 2pm.
Also there are special marked trolleys at Asda, Morrisons, and
Tesco Buckshaw in which items can be put. Financial donations
can be made to STOREHOUSE TSB, Acc. Sort Code: 77-06-06
Acc. No: 08135168.
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