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 Vicar: The Revd Michael Print BA (Hons), BTh 

(Oxon) 

Holy Baptism, Holy Matrimony, Confession and 

Sick Visits please notify the Vicar 

 

vicar@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

www.stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

01257 263064  

Services: Wednesday 10am Holy Communion, 

Sunday 8am Holy Communion, 10am Parish Eucharist 

Church Wardens:  Mr John Bradley  jm.bradley@sky.com  

Mr Brian Addison   

0737 5047982 

01257 271159 

Parish 

Safeguarding 

Officer 

Dr Victoria Gibson LLB MA MRes PhD FCMI    

safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 0792 1010 900 

Organist & 

Choirmaster:  

Mr Gordon Blackledge ARCO FTCL  
01257 274922  

Verger:  Mr Graham Schofield  0798 1178764  

Parish Magazine 

Editor:  

Mrs Christine Gibson  acvgibson@sky.com  
01257 260555  

Flower Guild 

Secretary:  

Mrs Freda Armstrong  
01257 262918  

Tower Captain:  Dr Victoria Gibson   0792 1010900  

Church Hall:  Mr Paul Clegg  Manager/Booking 

churchhall@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 
07821328337 

Sunday School: Church Hall 9.50am  2nd Sunday (Eucharist Service) in Church 

St George’s 

Primary School:  

Mr Andy Purcell, Head Teacher  
01257 262323  

Men’s Fellowship: 2nd Wednesday 7.30pm, Church Hall  01257 426335  

Mothers’ Union:  2nd & last Thursday 7.30pm, Church Hall  

Thursday Ladies’ 

Circle:  

1st & 3rd Thursday 7.30pm, Church Hall  

St George’s 

Rainbows: 

Michelle Hilton 

Tuesday 5pm, Church Hall 
0787 4209629  

St George’s 

Brownies:  

Kelly Beesley 

Tuesday 6.15pm, Church Hall  
0796 6909747 

St George’s 

Guides:  

Anne Hesketh Tuesday 7.15pm, Church Hall  
0771 2350472  

Badminton Club: Monday 8pm, Church Hall   
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Dramatic & Musical 

Society:  

Friday 7pm, Church Hall  

Church Institute: Open Monday to Thursday 2pm-5pm & 

7pm-11pm; Friday & Saturday 2pm-

12midnight; Sunday 12noon-11pm 

 

01257 413107 

Beaver Scouts:    Monday 6.15pm 

Scouts:                 Monday 7.30pm 

Cub Scouts:         Tuesday 6.50pm  

Jackie Beesley (GSL) 01257 270770 

Rainbows:            Wednesday 5.30pm   Eileen Entwisle  01257 267058  

Brownies:             Wednesday 6.45pm  Lynsey Torrens  

Guides:      Thursday 6.45pm Jackie Beesley  01257 270770  

Red Bank  

I now cast this little Publication into your hands earnestly hoping that 

it may meet with your approbation, and enable you to spend a 

happy and profitable hour whilst reading over its pages". 

Rev. John Stock 1863, The Messenger first issue 
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Dear Friends, 

I don’t know about you, but the lockdown is starting to get a little 
old. There was, at first, an element of excitement and novelty as 
the restrictions came into place. Then there was an element of 
settling into new routines, finding new things to do, taking up new 
hobbies maybe, or drawing a rainbow or decorating a cross for 
your front window. There has also been a renewal of the ‘Dunkirk’ 
spirit, a sense that we’re all in this together, and we’re supporting 
the NHS and key workers as they care for us. But now as we enter 
May I’m starting to feel fed up. I want to see more than just the 
rooms of my house and the greenery of my garden. I want to see 
people, not just on video calls, but up close and in person. I want 
to eat food in a restaurant, to watch films in the cinema, to chat to 
people I don’t know very well, and most of all, get back to 
worshipping God together, especially on a Sunday. Yes, the 
lockdown has lost its’ novelty value, and I’m feeling well and truly 
fed up, and I’m sure I’m not the only one. 
 
Into this feeling of weariness God has something to say to us in 
the Scriptures. In a couple of verses, which feel as if they could 
have been written with this lockdown in mind, St Paul writes to the 
church in Galatia and says to the Christians there: 
 
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we 
will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who 
belong to the family of believers. - Galatians 6:9-10 
 
Lockdown is wearying, and If we’re not careful that can effect our 
relationship with God, as well as with other people. It’s easy in 
isolation, isn’t it, to shrink back from spending time with God - 
reading our bibles and praying - and it’s tempting to stop doing 
good and reaching out to others because it is far harder than it 
used to be. Before, if someone from church was feeling down, no 
problem, we’d pick a cake up from Asda and nip over for a brew. 
Now there are long queues at Asda, and we’re not allowed to nip 
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anywhere, especially to other peoples’ houses for anything as 
‘unessential’ as drinking tea and having a natter. Now, if someone 
is feeling down chances are we won’t know, and if we do somehow 
find out, well we'll have to work out how to use video calling, and 
we'll have to battle the queues and leave a cake on their doorstep. 
Doing good has become a real faff. Much easier to simply not 
bother.  
 
But look at what the Apostle Paul tell us: ‘Let us not become weary 
in doing good’,  why? ‘for at the proper time we will reap a harvest 
if we do not give up’. This time of lockdown, then, is a bit like being 
a gardener; something many more of us can appreciate right now. 
There is the exciting time at the beginning; when we buy the 
seeds, plan where they are going to go, plant the seeds one by 
one into the ground, and give them the initial water. This is like 
those first few weeks of lockdown; new and exciting. But then 
comes the period when not much happens. The soil still covers the 
seeds, and we can’t see them growing. All we see are the 
weeds, and we quickly get bored of weeding. But a wise gardener 
knows that they have to keep weeding, feeding, and watering their 
planted seeds even when not much seems to be happening, 
because underneath the soil those seeds are growing. In the same 
way, our spiritual life, is hidden from the world, and often enough 
hidden from our sight as well. We are tempted to give up feeding 
our souls (reading the Scriptures), we are tempted to give up 
weeding (battling our sins), we are tempted to stop watering our 
hearts (regularly praying), and as a result we are tempted to stop 
doing good to others. ‘But’, says St Paul, 'keep your eyes on the 
future'. Keep your eyes on the harvest which is coming, just as the 
gardener does, and you will persevere through this weary 
and tough period. Keep praying, keep reading the Scriptures, and 
keep encouraging one another in the ways that we can to worship 
God. And as we do, says the apostle, ‘as we have opportunity, let 
us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the 
family of believers’. 
 
The time will come when the lockdown is lifted. The time will come 
when we will be able to leave our homes, see our friends, eat in 



Page 7 

 

 

Mission Statement of St George's Church  

In the name of Christ, 

restaurants, and gather together to worship. Equally, there will 
come a time when we see God face to face, and He will show us 
what difference this time of ‘gardening our souls’ made to 
ourselves, and made to our communities. So ring that friend, buy 
that cake for the isolated 
neighbour, write that letter 
to someone in church you have 
not seen, and talk to your loved 
one about the difference Jesus 
makes to your life. ‘For at the 
proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give up.’  

 

 

See 

The See is not being produced locally but can be accessed on 

http://www.stgeorgechorley.co.uk  

Our sympathy and love to those who have been bereaved 

The Vicar has undertaken one grave side burial in the last month:- 

Patricia Turzynnski 

Please pray for those struggling with illnesses of any 

sort, and especially for: 

Vicki  Birkett, Hilary & John, Lowe Carol McWhinnie, Jim Scanlon, 
Linda Lawrenson, Terry Hunt, Maye Byers, Kathleen Wilding, 
Rosalie Roberts, Lilian Addison, Brian Addison, Kathleen Allman, 
The Revd Ken Robinson, Peter Jackson. 
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A prayer for those affected by the Coronavirus:  

God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and fear. 

Look with mercy on those who have contracted the new virus, on any who are 

vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger. Through this time of global concern, 

by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in us. Make us more aware 

of our interdependence on each other, and of the strength that comes from 

being one body in you. Through Christ our wounded healer. Amen.  

A prayer for medical professionals:  

Almighty God, Father of mercies, in his earthly life your Son Jesus Christ went 

about doing good, healing all manner of sickness and disease among the 

people: Comfort, heal and sanctify those who suffer in body, mind or spirit: 

Grant to all doctors and nurses, and to all who tend the sick, skill, sympathy 

and patience; bless all who labour to prevent suffering, make them 

instruments of your healing love, and continue through them your loving 

purposes among us, through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Who moved the stone? By Frank Morison (Book 

available on-line)  

  

A book review by John Collinson: A book to read at any time, but 
which is especially appropriate during the Easter period.  

 
Frank Morison was an academic who decided to carry out a piece 

of research, which he was confident would lead to the conclusion 

that, although Christ died on the cross, he was not resurrected, but 

rather that the stone, which was blocking the entrance of the tomb 

where Jesus lay, had been moved by a group of people (perhaps 

the disciples or the Roman authorities, for different reasons) and his 

body had been carried away.  

Morison carries out a rigorous examination and assessment of the 

historical evidence, detailing what took place from Palm Sunday, 
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Men’s Fellowship 

Dear members of the family of the church of St George. 

At our December AGM, the Group decided to hold another “Big 

Quiz” along with re-introducing the “sunflower” competition 

(remember it?). Both activities are designed to raise funds for 

nominated charities and the church. 

You will recognise that these intentions have gone out of the 

window, BUT we have come up with an idea for the sunflower 

element in which you can take part as a passive spectator. 

through to Easter Day and beyond. He analyses the happenings 

on Thursday night, when Jesus was arrested; the hastily arranged 

trial; Pilate’s behaviour; the Crucifixion, and in considerable detail 

the events between Friday afternoon and Sunday morning, when 

as St Mark records (Chapter 16) “And when the Sabbath was past, 

Mary Magdalene and Mary the Mother of James, and Salome, had 

bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him.” They 

saw that the very large stone which had covered the door of the 

sepulchre had been rolled away and as they entered they saw a 

young man clothed in a long white garment. They were afraid. 

“And he saith unto them. Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of 

Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold 

the place where they laid him.”  

Morison examines the recorded historical facts, and the 

behaviours of the women and men involved at the time and indeed 

in the subsequent days, weeks, months and years. 

What began as a study which Morison anticipated would lead to 
the conclusion that Christ did not rise from the dead, turned out to 
be convincing evidence for this sceptic, that indeed Jesus was the 
Son of God and His resurrection was real. 
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Bill Greenwood has 

planted 5 sunflower 

seeds in pots (Easter 

Monday) and given 

each pot a name – 

John, George, Paul, 

Ringo, and the fifth 

one Pete( see photo) 

–  the five who were 

the Beatles. The idea 

is that you are invited 

to sponsor the height 

of the sunflower which is starting its life in the pot called George. 

How you sponsor it is up to you – for example, a specific sum for 

the number of inches/centimetres or the number of feet/metres. It 

really is up to you, but remember the plant should grow to some7/8 

feet in height. The final measure will take place on Saturday, 

19th.September.  
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Each month in the magazine there will be an update and a photo 

on the progress of all five plants.  

INTERESTED? 

 It is not possible to offer sponsorship forms but you can sign 

yourself up as a sponsor then, come September, contribute your 

sponsorship total. All proceeds from this activity will be donated to 

our church to help make up some of the loss of income from the 

lockdown. 

Thank you and continue to keep safe. 

February meeting. 

Our February meeting took the form of an illustrated talk, given by 

our own David Horsfield, entitled “A visit to the Holy Land with 

David Bellamy”: and what a splendid evening it was, even though 

our normal round dozen had down-sized to five. You will not be 

surprised, looking at the photo that the meeting did not end any 

earlier: discussion/chat of one form or another took us past the 

allotted time. 

We did follow the journey through the Holy Land with many of the 

places described in words in the Bible being brought to life via the 

pictures taken by David. As might be expected, tourists abounded 

and sometimes made life difficult in terms of being able to enjoy 

the sites. What stood out was the esteem which David had for 

David Bellamy together with the uplifting experience of travelling 

Bonus Ball  

This raises important funds for our Church but, due to the present 

circumstances, we have suspended playing/payment of the Bonus 

Ball until our normal Services return to Church. The last 

Wednesday draw was on 1st April and the last Saturday draw on 

4th April.  
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Sponsored Thoughts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It's amazing and incredible,  

But it's as true as it can be, 

God loves and understands  

us all 

And that means YOU and ME -  

His grace is all sufficient 

For both the YOUNG and OLD, 

For the lonely and the timid, 

For the brash and the bold  

His love knows no exceptions 

So never feel excluded, 

No matter WHO or WHAT  

you are 

Your name has been included. 

Helen Steiner Rice  

Let us not love with words or 

speech,  

but with Actions and in Truth. 

1 John 3. 18  

Sponsored by  

Lynn Carter  

Loving Father help me 

focus on those things You 

want me to be concerned 

about and leave the rest 

of the universe to You. 

Sponsored by  

Kathleen & Brian Allman 

The “Lord” is the strength of 

my life, 

of whom then, 

should I be afraid. 

Psalm 27-1 

If any reader would like to sponsor their own thought please contact 

Chris Gibson. 

Any existing payment credit for an individual will be carried 

forward to the relaunch of the Bonus Ball. 

Alan Gibson  Chair of Finance Committee  
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Spotlight on Safeguarding 

What is domestic abuse? 

It is threatening behaviour, violence or abuse which 

takes place between adults who are family members 

or partners (including ex-partners). Domestic abuse 

can be one of the following, if you or someone you 

know is experiencing any of these types of abuse 

you need to get help: 

Physical abuse: Pushing, hitting, punching, kicking, choking and using 

weapons. 

Sexual abuse: Forcing or pressuring someone to have sex (rape), 

unwanted sexual activity. 

Financial abuse: Taking money, controlling finances, not letting 

someone work. 

Emotional/psychological abuse: Making someone feel bad or scared, 

stalking, blackmailing, constantly checking up on someone, playing mind 

games. 

What should you do? 

You should always remember that what is happening to you is not your 

fault. Help is always available and you and your children will be 

supported.  

Keeping you and your children safe is the most important thing. If you 

are still living with the abuser think about the following: 

 Tell someone you can trust. 

 Get help and advice if you can from organisations who can offer 

support. 

 Use a code word with children, family, neighbours or friends to 

alert them to call the police if you need help. 
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 Safely make notes of abusive incidents, including times, dates, 

names, what was said and details of injuries. These notes can 

be very important when you need to access legal and welfare 

rights. 

 Report any injuries to your GP so there is a record of the abuse. 

 If you plan to leave - 

 Pack a bag with essentials, including important documents, 

telephone numbers, cash cards and any medication you need. 

 If you have children, talk to them about your plans if you can 

and think it is safe. Explain what is happening and take them 

with you. 

 Take identification that might help others to protect you or 

confirm your identity - for example, a passport, national 

insurance number etc. 

 See a solicitor. They can help you with court orders to prevent 

your partner assaulting you, and make you aware of your legal 

rights. 

 Clare's Law - There is a national Domestic Abuse Disclosure 

Scheme which allows those who are concerned about the 

violent or abusive history of their partner or the partner of 

someone that they know, to contact the police and formally 

request information.  

Contact Numbers:  

Ring the Police on 101 or if you are in immediate danger call 999. 

The freephone, 24-hour National Domestic Abuse Helpline 0808 2000 

247 

Men's Advice Line: 0808 801 0327 

Dr Victoria Gibson 
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CHURCH BLOOMERS 

These are ACTUAL announcements from ACTUAL Church 
bulletins 

 

 Don’t let worry kill you – let the Church help. 

 Thursday night – Potluck Supper. Prayer and meditation to 
follow. 

 Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our Church and 
community. 

 For those of you who have children and don.t know it, we have 
a nursery downstairs. 

 The rosebud on the altar this morning is to announce the birth 
of David Alan Belzer, the sin of Rev. and Mrs. Julius Belzer. 

 This afternoon there will be a meeting in the South and North 
ends of the Church. Children will be baptized at both ends. 

 Tuesday at 4:00 p.m. there will be an ice cream social. All 
ladies giving milk will you please come early. 

 Thursday at 5:00p.m. there will be a meeting of the Little 
Mothers Club. All ladies wishing to be “Little Mothers” will meet 
with the pastor in his study. 

 This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. Lewis to come 
forward and lay an egg on the altar. 

 The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. 
They can be seen in the Church basement Saturday. 

 At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be “What is 
Hell?”. Come early and listen to our choir practice. 

 The preacher will preach his farewell message, after which the 
choir will sing “Break Forth With Joy”. 

 During the absence of our pastor, we enjoyed the rare privilege 
of hearing a good sermon when A.B. Doe supplied our pulpit. 
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Truggs 

Our garden is proving to be a great asset in ways we could not 

have  envisaged a few months ago. From what we are hearing we 

are not alone - even former “couch” gardeners are now out there 

getting that “hands on” experience and enjoying it too! 

Of course the pleasure of browsing round the nurseries and garden 

centres is at this time rightly denied us, but we can use the relevant 

websites and the click and collect or delivery services some are 

providing. In spite of limiting circumstances there are enough 

garden tasks this month to focus our attention:- 

Lawns 

 These may have needed moss treatment after all the Winter rain 

followed by scarifying to remove the thatch. 

 Now it needs feeding with a granular lawn Spring/Summer 

fertiliser mix. 

 Then cut the grass a little and often throughout the Summer. 

Weeding 

 Hoe weeds frequently – as soon as you see them – never let 

them seed. I must own up to the fact that, for various reasons, 

our back garden had a somewhat wild look about it. Now with the 

combination of the warm sunny weather and uninterrupted time 

 The Rev. Adams spoke briefly, much to the delight of his 
audience. 

 The Church is glad to have with us today as our guest minister 
the Rev. Shirley Green who has Mrs. Green with him. After the 
service we request that all remain in the sanctuary for the 
Hanging of the Greens. 

 The “eight graders” will be presenting Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” 
in the basement on Friday at 7:00 p.m. The congregation is 
invited to attend this tragedy. 
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at home good progress has been made, so we must keep it up 

–hoes to the fore! ! 

 Deadhead daffodils and tulips to help build up the bulbs for next 

year’s blooms. 

Soil preparation/Planting out Summer bedding 

 Plant out Summer bedding after all danger of frost has passed –

end of May/beginning of June. 

 This month prepare the soil by first clearing the area. Then 

sprinkle general - purpose fertiliser over the soil and fork it in. 

 Rake the ground over well to leave a fine tilth. 

 

Pest patrol 

 Pests will be specially active as the temperature rises. Deal with 

them immediately using biological controls/organic remedies/

remove snails, Lily beetles by hand. 

Vegetables/Salads 

 Water regularly in dry weather. 

 Continue earthing up potatoes until the leaves of adjacent plants 

touch. Earthing up potatoes protects from frost and encourages 

a bigger crop. 

 Sow batches of salad seeds into pots thinning them out after 

they have germinated. All salad leaves need plenty of light and 

space, only water them in the morning to avoid fungal rot. 

 Harden off all plants before transplanting outside. Over two 

weeks introduce them to the conditions of their final planting 

place. 

Growing tomatoes 

 Tomatoes are easily grown in grow-bags 2 plants to a bag is 
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Random Thoughts 

Strange Times 

Usually I try to instil a sense of humour into my random thoughts. 

At the moment this is proving a little difficult. Most of us are 

experiencing confinement in our houses apart from a brief walk or 

a bit of shopping. We feel we need to keep abreast of events 

through the daily briefings and other news but the more we watch 

and listen the more depressing it becomes. The sad news as the 

death toll grows; accounts of jobs being lost; businesses being 

destroyed; stories of delays that might overcome the many 

problems that have arisen; the lack of contact with friends and 

relatives. 

 At first it wasn’t too bad. It was novel. Time to do things that in the 

past have been missed. Jobs to catch up on. Dare I say it, 

spending longer in bed in the mornings and my study has never 

looked so pristine. But now as the weeks start to pass there is a 

realisation that this will not end soon. It could go on for many 

weeks, and as time goes by it is difficult to fend off a feeling of 

best. Give the plants a thorough soaking once a week, along with 

a liquid feed. However do check them daily especially in hot 

weather. Direct the water at the roots, don’t catch the foliage as 

this could result in fungal disease. 

 Remove any side shoots that appear in the leaf joints. 

Perhaps you are taking a more serious interest in gardening for the 

first time. Your garden may have room for a lawn, flower beds, a 

greenhouse, it may be a small patio area with tubs or a yard 

equipped with a variety of containers and window sills. No 

matter we are sure that, like ours, your garden is 

proving to be a place of calm in which you can 

relax with that brew and biscuit.  
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despair. I pride myself on being an optimist but even I am starting 

to feel less than my best. 

So I want to remind you of a story of how a group of people 

managed to find humour in conditions far worse that those we are 

experiencing at the moment. Some of you will know about this, 

others won’t. Imagine the trenches in France in 1916. Living under 

the worse possible conditions, everywhere soldiers were being 

killed or maimed. Disease was rife. Starvation was the norm. 

Expectation of life was minimal. 

A group of soldiers from the Sherwood Foresters came across a 

printing press abandoned by a Belgian. A sergeant who had been 

a printer in peacetime salvaged it and printed a sample page. This 

was the start of a publication named The Wipers Times (the 

soldier’s slang for Ypres). Edited by two officers the first edition 

had a circulation of 100 and was followed by another 22 issues, 

published intermittently until the end of 1918. 

 What has The Wipers Times to teach us during this time of 

disruption? It was a spoof. The paper consisted of poems, jokes, 

reflections, wry in-jokes and lampoons of the officers and the 

military situation the Division was in. Even the adverts were 

suffused with gallows humour, but it was funny and did marvels for 

the soldiers during a time of mayhem. Designed to raise the spirits 

of all who read it, it was passed from soldier to soldier and was a 

real morale booster at a time of great stress. 

So perhaps we can all look for humour in our present situation. 

There must be many things that are happening at the moment that 

are making us smile. And, of course, if you want a good laugh and 

an example of the triumph of humour over adversity type in The 

Wipers Times on your browser. You won’t be disappointed 

Keep safe 

Paul Turner 
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Glenys’s poem 

Trying to stay positive (and creative!) during lockdown, I’ve put 
together a few things I’ll always remember about these 

unprecedented times .  

Rainbows in the windows 

Clapping in the street  

Sharing smiles, 2 metres apart ,  

With strangers who we meet .  

Daily briefings on TV  

We watch with bated breath  

For news of tests and PPE  

And grim reports of death.  

Queuing outside Tesco  

Shortages of flour  

Digging out old jigsaws  

To pass a pleasant hour. 

Checking on our neighbours  

Making sure they’re safe 

Virtual church on Sundays  

Strengthening our faith.  

Working in the garden  

Walking round the block  

Reading, writing, knitting  

Not governed by the clock. 

FaceTime, WhatsApp, YouTube 

Apart but still together 
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St. George’s Day – BBC and the Bells 

On St George’s Day, the BBC came to Church to focus a news 

item on the Bells and interview myself and Rev Mike. It went out 

live on BBC Radio Lancashire and also in the evening on BBC 

Northwest Tonight.  

The focus was on St George’s 

Day but also how the Church 

has been coping with the lock-

down and also my recovery from 

Covid-19. In fact, St George’s 

Day was my first day out after 

been very poorly for several 

weeks with the virus. 

It was a really positive piece and 

allowed us to showcase our 

unique bells and our beautiful 

Church that despite the lock-

down is very much alive and 

serving God and our Community. 

If anyone missed the full inter-

view it can be found online. 

Victoria 
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What is Gift Aid? 

 
Gift Aid is a scheme that allows churches and charities to reclaim 

tax paid by a donor on eligible donations. It’s a generous scheme 

offered by the government to encourage charitable giving and it is 

well worth using if you can. Through Gift Aid you can increase 

every eligible donation to St George’s by 25% (25p on every £1 

donated) at no extra cost to either you or your church. 

Let’s say you pay basic-rate tax and you take £10 from your 

pocket and give it to the church - 

 to get that money you earned £12.50 which was taxed at 20% 

leaving you with £10 of after-tax income. 

 if you gift aid your donation of £10, your church can reclaim 

that £2.50 tax from HMRC and add it to your donation. 

 It means that for every £10 you give to St George’s we get 

£12.50 – that is £10 from you and £2.50 from the taxman. 

Thank You… 

to everyone who has been using #easyfundraising since we 

registered St George's last year.  In our first twelve months to April 

2020 you raised almost £750 for St George's Church.  

If you have not signed up but are are now doing online shopping 

from your sofa you could be helping us to raise still more in the 

next twelve months!  

Help raise much needed funds for FREE with #easyfundraising! 

Over 4,000 online retailers including NOW TV, Apple, Nike, eBay 

Waterstones, Amazon, M&S and John Lewis  are ready to give a 

free donation every time you shop online.  

It only takes 2 minutes to sign up: http://efraising.org/0GfxlQVquY 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fefraising.org%2F0GfxlQVquY&data=02%7C01%7C%7C64fff5768764449d072308d7e148219a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637225572221671581&sdata=QmO95g6jFUcEuHHtweIxnrMhuVNXD142cvF25LBAZSo%3D


Page 23 

 

 

Parish Magazine 2020 Dates 

Issue Deadline (Sunday) In Church (Sunday) 

June 24th May 7th June 

July/August 21st June 5th July 

September 23rd August 6th September 

October 20th September 4th October 

November 18th October 1st November 

December/January 22nd November 6th December 

Contributions for inclusion in The Messenger can be given to  

Chris Gibson or can be emailed to acvgibson@sky.com  

In order to be eligible to Gift Aid your donation you must be a tax 

payer (either income tax or capital gains tax) in the year of the 

donation and the total value of your gift aid cannot exceed the total of 

the tax that you have paid that year.   

You will need to complete a one off Gift Aid form giving your full name 

and address for record purposes.  This is so that HMRC can check 

the church’s claim if ever we face a random audit. 

For occasional visitors to the church we have a special envelopes at 

the end of every row of pews that visitors can fill in as their gift aid 

declaration and then use to hand in their gift on the collection plate 

The Gift Aid income at St George’s is around 10% of all our church 

income.  It is vital to us. 

In March 2020 we submitted our Gift Aid claim to HMRC just as the 

pandemic was causing the closure of churches.  Within days we 

received our grant of £13,753.50 for donations gift aided in 2019 

which has helped massively in keeping St George’s afloat during the 

period of the lock-down. Tony Sanderson, Treasurer 
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What is Stewardship? 

 
As God's children we are called to be responsible with all of the 

things He has given us -  this is our Stewardship.  Christians are 

encouraged to give away a proportion of our time, talents and 

money. This could be to help our church, help other charities, or to 

help people in need. 

In the case of money we encourage our church members to 

commit themselves to giving regularly on a weekly basis through 

the Stewardship Envelope Scheme or monthly through the bank 

standing order Stewardship Programme.  In either case we ask 

you to review your commitment every ear in line with your 

circumstances and to keep up with inflation. 

If you join the Envelope Scheme you are issued with a set of gift 

envelopes, each dated for a particular week.  You are asked to put 

your committed gift into the envelope every week and hand it in 

when you come to a church service. 

If you are not able to attend church in any week you should still 
honour your commitment and put your gift into that week’s 
envelope then hand in all the outstanding envelopes when you are 
next able to come to church. 
 
Every envelope pack has a unique reference number to maintain 
the confidentiality of your giving whilst allowing the Stewardship 
Officer to operate and monitor the Stewardship Scheme overall. 
 
If you choose to use the bank standing order Stewardship 
Programme then you simply set up a monthly standing order 
payment at your own bank (suitable forms are available from the 
Treasurer if you do not bank online). Your payment will be made 
every month and you have nothing more to do.  Just pass the 
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collection plate by if it comes to you during any church service and 
focus on your prayer and worship! 
Now could be the time to move to regular monthly giving by 
standing order.  If you bank online our bank details are: 
 
Account name: St Georges PCC 
Account no. 16383850 
Sort Code: 16 00 39 
 
St George’s relies on your donations to provide care and support to 

everyone in this community. Please consider giving generously to 

support our mission and ministry. 

Thank you for your support 
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Church Income & the Coronavirus 

Like all charities we have suffered a massive reduction in our 

church income because of the pandemic and the consequent “lock-

down” across the country.  We are grateful to those who have 

switched to stewardship payment by bank standing order and are 

helping us to stay afloat. 

 If you usually give via stewardship envelopes please keep putting 

the money in your envelope each week and then bring them all in 

to church as soon as we are able to hold services once more.   

Thank you also to those enterprising envelope users who, during 

the closures, have made payments by bank transfer.  This is best 

done by quoting the reference using your initials and envelope 

number, eg AB15,  which will enable the Stewardship Officer to 

keep all our envelope records up to date. 

The effects of all this are shown in this income chart:- 

 

Week Cash Envelopes BACS 

15 March £130.50 £470.00 £347.00 

Church closed on 18 March 

22 March £26.00 £140.00 £347.00 

29 March £0  £75.00* £397.00 

5 April £0  £69.00* £487.00 

12 April £0  £50.00* £487.00  

NB Starred items are envelope money paid directly to our bank by 

electronic transfer 

We also received a very large donation from a church member 

straight after the church closed to help us through the period of the 

closure (not shown in this table) 
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Now could be the time to move to regular monthly giving by 

standing order.  If you bank online our bank details are: 

Account name: St Georges PCC 

Account no. 16383850 

Sort Code: 16 00 39 

If you need a paper form and you have a printer you can get one 

by emailing me or if you let me have your name and address I will 

post a form to you at home 

Update on Stewardship Appeal 2020 

 
Thank you to all those who have responded so far to the Steward-

ship Appeal.  In the first ten days that the appeal was open we re-

ceived pledges totalling almost £100 a week of increased giving. 

The appeal has been interrupted by the temporary closure of the 

church building but if you hold on to your response forms they can 

be handed in as soon as we are open again. 

In the meantime if you can bank online and you want to move to 

regular monthly giving by standing order or even make a “one-off” 

donation our bank details are: 

Account name: St Georges PCC 

Account no. 16383850 

Sort Code: 16 00 39 

Tony Sanderson, Treasurer 

email treasurer@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

mailto:treasurer@stgeorgechorley.co.uk
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St. Luke's Church, Great Crosby, 

ECUMENICAL GROUP 

We are part of an ecumenical group formed by five local Churches, 

two Church of England, two Roman Catholic and one Methodist 

Church. We meet every Thursday morning, each week at a different 

church, on a rota basis.There are usually about thirty members at 

the services, all enjoying the experience of praying in each other's 

Churches. We have been meeting for several years and our 

friendships have developed and deepened. After the service we 

have tea and coffee and sit and talk which we all look forward to as 

we learn so much from each other. We also, over the years, have 

had wonderful pilgrimages which one of our Clergy organises. We 

have visited Canterbury staying at the Friary there and visiting all 

the interesting sites. Walsingham pilgrimage which we did in 2019 

was a wonderful experience and so uplifting. Rome, Iona, Lourdes, 

Lindisfarne and Diego Compestella which we have also visited, 

were all unforgettable amazing experiences. Spending so much 

time together and praying in these holy places, affects us all in our 

own quiet, peaceful way. Our ages range from middle fifties to 

early nineties! We all look after each Other! 

Coming from Liverpool we have some interesting and wonderful 

places to see here in our own city. Another of our members 

organises local day trips.We have visited the Chinese quarter 

where they made us so welcome, and their junior orchestra played 

for us in the Pagoda theatre then they served us green tea We 

have visited the Georgian area, many famous churches, The Lady 

Lever Art Gallery in Port Sunlight and, when this 'isolation' is over, 

we have a visit planned to see the Nordic Church in Liverpool. We 

are having a tour of the church, lunch, (which we do pay for!) then, 

after lunch, we have some entertainment. Our ecumenical group is 

now an important part of our live, We recommend it - we have 
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MOTHERS' UNION 

Mothering Sunday.   For any members who couldn't make it to our 

last meeting before circumstances changed this is just to let 

everyone know that with the contributions received and a generous 

donation given by a visitor from London we raised £80.50 and with 

this we purchased three 'Gifts that Give' as follows: 

1 x Savings and Business Skills (this enables a woman to attend 

and be part of a savings and credit group allowing members to 

save collectively and provide each other with loans to buy 

household items, start businesses and care for each other in their 

community). 

2 x A Childhood (these enable our members around the world to 

protect young girls from early marriages and provide them with the 

support to continue with education which can unlock a world of 

opportunities). 

Like all other groups that haven't 

been able to have their usual 

meetings we have been keeping in 

touch with each other and this is 

what some of us have been doing 

to keep occupied: 

Baking, gardening and walking 

seem to be the most popular 

activities (especially with the 

weather so pleasant) but others 

such as Elaine have been knitting 

and sewing and helping Alfie with 

crafts.  Elizabeth has been 

decorating, Maggie stencilling 

whilst  Rosemary has been going 

Wendy’s Dress 
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on an exercise bike every day and Wendy, Abigail and Hadyn have 

been doing school work, crafts,  playing bingo and  beetle drives 

with their grandparents via skype or zoom, been in the hot tub and 

working from home.  I'm only a greenhouse gardener so have been 

tending my cacti, baking and making lemon curd which tastes 

delicious and is so easy to 

make (see recipe). 

3 Eggs 

3 Oz Butter 

8 Oz Sugar 

Rind and Juice 2 Lemons 

 

 

 

Gill was thinking outside her 'craft box' and made Easter flowers 

from cupcake cases, paper straws and buttons, but for her, and I 

think this will resonate with all of us, THE most important thing is 

reflecting on how precious time is, how important Family and 

Friends are and 

being thankful for 

her belief and faith. 

 

Praying you all stay 

safe and well. . 

Gloria Dunseath 

 

 Whisk eggs and put in basin with 

butter, sugar and finely grated rind 

and juice of lemons. 

 Place basin over pan of boiling 

water. 

 Stir continuously till mixture 

thickens and is smooth. 

 Pour into warm clear jars and 

cover. 

 (I used small screw top jars - 3) 

Elaine’s Knitting 
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Alfie’s Easter Garden Round Cactus  

Maggie’s Table 



Page 32 

 

Tall Cactus 

Lemon Curd 

Wendy’s Crafts 
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There is also an 

urgent need for 

plastic carrier bags 

The Food Bank  

Current requirements are:- 

Tinned Meat, eg Stewed Steak 

Tinned Fruit  

Tinned Potatoes 

Fruit Cordial Drinks 

Milk 

Long Life Milk 

Tooth Brushes 

Tooth Paste 

Toiletries 

Shower Gel 

Tea/Coffee  

Sauces 

Rice Pudding 

Pkt Rice - Quick Cook-

Tinned Hot Dogs 

Tinned Tomatoes 

Nappies Sizes 5 & 6 

Packet Mash 

Jam 

Thank you Lynn Carter 

The Food Bank  

Current requirements are:- 

Tinned Meat, eg Stewed Steak   

Tinned Potatoes 

Fruit Cordial Drinks     

Milk        

Long Life Milk       

Tooth Brushes 

Tooth Paste  

Toiletries 

Shower Gel 

Tea/Coffee  

Sauces  

Rice Pudding 
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From The Parish Registers 

Holy Baptism 

The Family of God at St George’s welcomes: 

There were no Baptisms this month. 

Grant that they may not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ 
Crucified 

Holy Matrimony 

There were no Weddings this month. 

Funerals 

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, and let Light Perpetual shine 

upon them: 

Our sympathy and love to those who have been bereaved 

The Vicar has undertaken one grave side burial in the last month:- 

Patricia Turzynnski 

Please pray for those struggling with illnesses of any 

sort, and especially for: 

 


