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Our first stop was at a large room filled with angels. They were unfolding, reading and stack-



Page 2 

 



Page 3 

 

 

 Vicar: The Revd Michael Print BA (Hons), BTh 

(Oxon) 

Confession and Sick Visits please notify the Vicar 

 

vicar@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

www.stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

01257 263064  

Services: Wednesday 10am Eucharist 

                 Sunday 9.30am Eucharist 

Church Wardens:  Mr John Bradley  jm.bradley@sky.com  
Mr Stephen Pollard  pollards_13@tiscali.co.uk 

0737 5047982 

0756 8502770 

Parish 

Safeguarding 

Officer 

Dr Victoria Gibson LLB MA MRes PhD FCMI    

safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 0792 1010 900 

Organist & 

Choirmaster:  

Mr Gordon Blackledge ARCO FTCL  
01257 274922  

Verger:  Mr Graham Schofield  0798 1178764  

Parish Magazine 

Editor:  

Mrs Christine Gibson  acvgibson@sky.com  
01257 260555  

Flower Guild 

Secretary:  

Mrs Freda Armstrong  
01257 262918  

Tower Captain:  Dr Victoria Gibson   0792 1010900  

Church Hall:  Mr Paul Clegg  Manager/Booking 

churchhall@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 
07821328337 

All Meetings in Hall and Red Bank suspended due to Covid-19 

Sunday School: Church Hall  2nd Sunday (Eucharist Service) in Church 

St George’s 

Primary School:  

Mr Andy Purcell, Head Teacher  
01257 262323  

Men’s Fellowship: 2nd Wednesday 7.30pm, Church Hall  01257 426335  

Mothers’ Union:  2nd & last Thursday 7.30pm, Church Hall  

Thursday Ladies’ 

Circle:  

1st & 3rd Thursday 7.30pm, Church Hall  

St George’s 

Rainbows: 

Kelly Beesley 

Tuesday 5pm, Church Hall 
0796 6909747  

St George’s 

Brownies:  

Kelly Beesley 

Tuesday 6.15pm, Church Hall  
0796 6909747 

St George’s 

Guides:  

Anne Hesketh Tuesday 7.15pm, Church Hall  
0771 2350472  

Badminton Club: Monday 8pm, Church Hall   
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Dramatic & Musical 

Society:  

Friday 7pm, Church Hall  

Church Institute: Open Monday to Thursday 2pm-5pm & 

7pm-11pm; Friday & Saturday 2pm-

12midnight; Sunday 12noon-11pm 

 

01257 413107 

Beaver Scouts:    Monday 6.15pm 

Scouts:                 Monday 7.30pm 

Cub Scouts:         Tuesday 6.50pm  

Jackie Beesley (GSL) 01257 270770 

Rainbows:            Wednesday 5.30pm   Kate Walsh   

Brownies:             Wednesday 6.45pm  Lynsey Torrens  

Guides:      Thursday 6.45pm Jackie Beesley  01257 270770  

Red Bank  

I now cast this little Publication into your hands earnestly hoping that 

it may meet with your approbation, and enable you to spend a 

happy and profitable hour whilst reading over its pages". 

Rev. John Stock 1863, The Messenger first issue 
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 Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

On Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, I was vaccinated. I felt 
slightly conflicted about booking my appointment as it seemed that 
there were plenty of other people who ought to have been 
vaccinated before me. However, I had received the email from the 
NHS via the diocese so I did as I was told. Having chatted to 
another priest I can now see something of the logic, first, from the 
Church’s perspective as a vaccinated person I am able to more 
safely perform my ministry (especially those aspects that are best 
done in person such as funeral and housebound visits) and, 
second, from the government’s point of view if I, as your Vicar, 
have the vaccine then maybe some reluctant members of our 
church might do so as well. Whatever the Church’s and 
government’s reasoning it was extremely well done, very smooth 
and efficient, and the hardest part was sitting still for 15 minutes 
afterwards in case my body reacted negatively to the vaccine. So, 
if you get contacted by the NHS let me encourage you to book in 
and get vaccinated, as it will not only protect you, but also those 
you meet. It was amazing to be served by so many willing and 
competent nurses and volunteers, even if I felt a little bit awkward 
being served in that particular way.  

We are moving through Lent as you read this, a time of prayer and 
preparation for Easter. If you’ve given something up, keep going; if 
you’ve taken something up, keep going. Use this time as a 
preparation, so that on the other side of Easter you will be closer 
to Christ, and better able to serve Him as we are released from 
lockdown. What happened that first Easter is the culmination of 
Jesus’ service to us. Jesus Himself tells us in Matthew’s Gospel: 
“the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” Everything Christ did, from His 
incarnation, His birth, and through His three years of ministry was 
to serve us. But as that verse above tells us this service climaxed 
in Christ’s death on the cross. Our Lord served us… that feels a 
little awkward, doesn’t it? God serving us. If we think like that, well, 
we’re not alone, for Saint Peter thought so too. In John’s Gospel 
we’re told: ‘[Jesus] came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, 
are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus replied, “You do not realise 
now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” “No,” said 
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Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”’ Peter feels awkward, he 
should be serving His Lord, not the other way round. But Jesus 
insists and hints, through His answer, that the foot washing points 
forward to His death which will serve to wash the whole world. What 
Peter doesn’t realise is that before we can serve, we must first be 
served. Before we can help others we must be helped. Before we can 
encourage others to follow Christ, we must be following Him 
ourselves. Here is what Lent is all about, preparing to be served by 
Christ on the cross; drawing closer to Him, so that we might then 
take Him out to others. What my dilemma over receiving the vaccine 
highlighted for me was that, like Peter, I didn’t like to be served. 
However, as Christians we do not exist just for ourselves, we are not 
Christians just so we can feel good about ourselves, no, we are made 
Christian by God so that we might reach out and serve others by 
pointing them to Christ. We are served so that we might serve.  

So take the remainder of Lent as an opportunity to draw closer to 
Christ. Let Christ serve you by confessing your sins, by opening your 
heart to the Scriptures, and by putting aside those things which get in 
the way. Use Lent so that when we have celebrated Christ’s death 
and resurrection, we might go out and serve the people of Chorley, 
and we pray, bring many more to know and love Jesus. 

 

God bless, In Christ,  

Rev. Mike 

  

  

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement of St George's Church  
In the name of Christ, 

we seek to love and serve God and His people. 
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These are the answers to last month’s challenge the 
names of 30  books in the Bible 

 

This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in 

an airplane seat pocket, on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, 

keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed it 

on to some friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing 

from his John boat. Another friend studied it while playing his banjo. 

Elaine Taylor, A columnist friend was so intrigued by it she mentioned 

it in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job 

of solving the puzzle so involving, she brews a cup of tea to help 

her nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to spot. 

That's a fact. Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a 

jam, especially since the book names are not necessarily 

capitalised. Truthfully, from answers we get, we are forced to 

admit it usually takes a minister or a scholar to see some of them 

at the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes is 

responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing books in this 

paragraph.  

During a recent fundraising event, which featured this puzzle, the 

Alpha, Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new record. The local paper 

the Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this 

puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen.  

Amos Mark Luke John Joel  Judges 

Job Hebrews Esther Acts James Ruth 

Romans Titus Matthew Genesis Philemon Chronicles 

Daniel Nahum Hosea Lamentations Revelation Timothy 

Samuel Numbers Malachi Peter Exodus Kings 
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Parish Magazine 2021 Dates 

Issue Deadline (Sunday) Available (Sunday) 

April 21st March 4th April 

May 18th April 2nd May 

June 23rd May 6th June 

July/August 20th June 4th July 

September 22nd August 5th September 

October 19th September 3rd October 

November 24th October 7th November 

December/January 21st November 5th December 

Contributions for inclusion in The Messenger can be given to  

Chris Gibson or can be emailed to acvgibson@sky.com  

As Daniel Humana humbly puts it. "The books are all right here in 

plain view hidden from sight". Those able to find all of them will hear 

great lamentations from those who have to be shown. One 

revelation that may help is that books like Timothy and 

Samuel may appear without their numbers. Also keep in mind 

that punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper 

attitude will help you to compete really well against those who claim to 

know the answer. Remember there is no need for a mad exodus; 

there really are 30 books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this 

paragraph waiting to be found. 

Thanks for this quiz go to Diane Sparks 
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Mothers’ Union 

HOSPITAL WASHBAG SCHEME.  As most are aware our branch has 
been participating in the above for quite a few years now, but with the 
onset of COVID-19 the need has become overwhelming.   With this in 
mind and to help Anne (Forrest) from St. Peter's, we are now going to 
make the washbags up ourselves and deliver them pre-packed to 
Anne who will then add the Mothers' Union card and take to CDH as 
before. 

Our sewers, Rosemary Finch, Elaine Heartfield and Dorothy Jepson 
are continuing to produce the bags but we need YOUR help to fill 
them.  The items needed for each bag are as follows: 

1 facecloth 

1 bar soap 

toothbrush 

toothpaste 

comb 

1 pkt handy tissues 

If you would like to contribute any of the above items they would be 
gratefully received and can be left at the back of Church where they 
will be collected.  Alternatively you can ring 01257 278254 when 
arrangements can be made to pick them up. Since the start of 2021 to 
date, 360 bags have already been made up, delivered and used. 

Gloria 

MU Enrolling Member 



Page 10 

 

Spotlight on Safeguarding 

This month, I would like to focus on County 
Lines.  

County lines is fast becoming one of the most 
prevalent forms of modern slavery in the UK. 
Drugs gangs make huge profits from exploiting 

the most vulnerable - usually children and young people - who are 
targeted, groomed, manipulated and coerced into drug trafficking 
and distribution. Sadly, the very nature of county lines - using 
children and young people to move drugs out of cities and into 
smaller towns and communities - means that it is happening all 
around the country in communities of all types. 

How children and young people are drawn into gangs: 

Gifts or praise, overture of friendship.  

Protection of the child from some danger (real or contrived).  

The child is asked to run some errand during which the child is 
mugged and becomes in debt to the gang.  

Exploitation of response of agencies, e.g. if a child is 
excluded, the child is told by the gang he/she has no chance 
of further education or getting a job so must carry on being in 
the gang.  

Threat of violence is a recurrent issue for children wanting to 
extricate themselves from gangs. Often children have these 
threats alongside fractures in their home life and exclusion 
from school. This lack of stability in any part of their lives leads 
them to choose to stay in the gang.  

What to do if you have concerns: 

The best advice is to trust your instincts. Even if someone isn't 
involved in county lines drug dealing, they may be being 
exploited in some other way, so it's always worth speaking out. 

You can speak to your local police by dialling 101, or in an 
emergency 999. 

If you would rather remain anonymous, you can contact the 

independent charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 
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If you notice something linked to the railways, you can report 

concerns to the British Transport Police by texting 61016 from your 

mobile. In an emergency dial 999.  

If you are a young person who is worried about your involvement, or 

a friend's involvement in county lines, a good option is to speak to 

an adult you trust and talk to them about your concerns. You can 

also call Childline on 0800 1111. Childline is private and confidential 

service where you can talk to specially trained counsellors about 

anything that is worrying you. Alternatively, speak to a children and 

young people's service like Catch 22. They work with children and 

young people of any age to help get them out of situations they're 

worried about, and have helped lots of children and young people 

involved in County Lines. 

Working in partnership with other agencies, St Giles offers specialist 

services to help young people make a safe and sustained exit from 

county line involvement. Caseworkers offer both practical and 

emotional support to the young person and their family to help 

address any issue which might be driving county line involvement. 

 
Safeguarding Prayer 

Holy God, as we look around at so much brokenness, inspire each 
of us to become repairers and restorers of the precious lives you 

create – both for others and for ourselves. Through Him who gave 
Himself for us, and ever lives to forgive, heal and restore all who 

turn to Him, Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen 

Dr Victoria Gibson 

Parish Safeguarding Officer  

safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk  

http://www.catch-22.org.uk/contact
mailto:safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk
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Saint George's Flower Guild  

Easter flowers in Church this year are to be kept to a minimum on the 
advice of the Vicar and Church Wardens. 

The Flower Rota for the remainder of the year will not be assembled. 
However, should parishioners, who normally contribute to the Rota for 
Church flowers still wish to contribute, their donations will be given for 
Church expenses. This advice again given by the Vicar and Church 
Wardens. 

The Flower Guild members wish you a Happy and Blessed Easter with 
the hope that 'Flowers in Church' will resume later in the year. 

Freda Armstrong 

Flower Guild Secretary 
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From the School 

Midway through the half term of remote learning on Zoom. We felt that 

home schooling needed to be ‘zhuzh up’ a little. We needed 

something different and something to look forward to. The 

headteacher, Andy, had an idea one night while watching the news. 

He realised we were allowed out for daily exercise if we stayed local 

and takeaway shops were open for business.  As a result, he along 

with staff members organised some safe social distancing events and 

activities to help to entertain and keep morale up among our school 

community.  

School Disco  

Variety is the spice of life, and we all need 

something to look forward to. Tony 

Greenwood, whose children came to St 

Georges, and now a friend of the school, 

has kindly given up his time on Thursday 

evenings during lockdown. He performed a 

full hour of disco fun, blasting out our 

favourite hits from our school’s Facebook 

Page. 

Saturday Hot Chocolate 

On Saturday 30
th
 January, a team of staff wearing 

face masks were on the junior yard with 2 urns, 

whipped cream, marshmallows, shortbread biscuits 

and several tubs of hot chocolate. We encouraged 

pupils and their families to call in briefly for a 

takeaway hot chocolate while out on their daily 

walks. We stipulated that people could not 
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congregate on the junior yard and they had 

to wear face masks. We had a bucket at the 

start of the junior path if families wanted to 

donate some money to school funds to help 

with the purchase of new books. We have 

committed to spending £7000 on new 

books. We are currently auditing and 

revamping both the school library and the 

home reading schemes which I will update 

you on during the next church magazine. 

We want the school to be amazing, fresh 

and different when the children return on the 

8
th
 March.  

 St George’s Marathon  

On the afternoon of Sunday 7
th
 February, we 

encouraged all pupils, teachers and parents 

to get off the sofa and go out for a run. We 

challenged the school community to 

collaboratively run 874 miles and complete a 

virtual journey from Land's End to John 

O'Groats.! Children ran for no longer than an 

hour, with their own family bubble, at their 

own pace and in their own location to smash 

the challenge! As a school, we felt it was a 

fabulous opportunity for children and families 

to build exercise 

into their daily 

routine and it was also a great way for us all 

to feel like we are doing something together 

as a school community.  Mr Draper, a parent 

of the school, kindly donated a medal and 

certificate to be displayed in the front 

entrance to acknowledge the children’s 

efforts over lockdown.  



Page 15 

 

 

If you have not seen our Education Sunday service yet, it is well worth 

a watch. You can find it here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=ns5LhwZAsgU or on our school website. 

A massive well done to the Ethos Group for all their hard work 

preparing for the service. 

We would like to thank once again all our friends at St George’s 

church for all your help, support and prayers this half term, it has been 

rather interesting!  We are very proud of all the children and how hard 

they have worked.  

 

Kind regards, Louise Darlington  

Assistant Headteacher 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ns5LhwZAsgU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ns5LhwZAsgU
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WaterAid 

Will you join Jars of Change and give something up for Lent? 
The Jars of Change appeal starts on Ash Wednesday, and we are 
encouraging you to save the money you would have spent on 
something you have given up. Pop these savings in a Jar, bring it to 
Church by Easter Sunday and we will send it to Water Aid, who help 
bring a reliable source of clean water to poor communities who are 
vulnerable to the changing climate. 

Help give the gift of clean water this Easter.  

If you would rather donate instead, or would prefer not to bring your jar 
to church, we have a Just Giving page all set up to help (link to this is 
on the Church Facebook page). Donating through JustGiving is simple, 
fast and totally secure. Once you donate, they'll send your money 
directly to WaterAid, so it's the most efficient way to give - saving time 
and cutting costs for the charity.  

 

 

 

 

 

St Georges Church Jars of Change WaterAid 

Help Samantha Trafford raise money to support WaterAid 
www.justgiving.com 

Rachel Gilkes 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/samantha-trafford1?
utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=sama
ntha-trafford1&utm_campaign=pfp-
email&utm_term=ec621aa7902245e7a7ad4250e1728b0d  

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Ffundraising%2Fsamantha-trafford1%3Futm_source%3DSharethis%26utm_medium%3Dfundraising%26utm_content%3Dsamantha-trafford1%26utm_campaign%3Dpfp-email%26utm_term%3Dec621aa7902
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Ffundraising%2Fsamantha-trafford1%3Futm_source%3DSharethis%26utm_medium%3Dfundraising%26utm_content%3Dsamantha-trafford1%26utm_campaign%3Dpfp-email%26utm_term%3Dec621aa7902
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Ffundraising%2Fsamantha-trafford1%3Futm_source%3DSharethis%26utm_medium%3Dfundraising%26utm_content%3Dsamantha-trafford1%26utm_campaign%3Dpfp-email%26utm_term%3Dec621aa7902
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Ffundraising%2Fsamantha-trafford1%3Futm_source%3DSharethis%26utm_medium%3Dfundraising%26utm_content%3Dsamantha-trafford1%26utm_campaign%3Dpfp-email%26utm_term%3Dec621aa7902
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Ffundraising%2Fsamantha-trafford1%3Futm_source%3DSharethis%26utm_medium%3Dfundraising%26utm_content%3Dsamantha-trafford1%26utm_campaign%3Dpfp-email%26utm_term%3Dec621aa7902
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Garden Journal 

Whether your garden space is a small patio/yard, a collection of 
containers, window sills or a larger area bounded by a hedge/fences, 
planning and preparation is key and you will be rewarded. This month 
looking after your garden space may include:- 

Dividing  

• Divide snowdrops “in the green” breaking up larger clumps while 

they are still in leaf and replanting them immediately, with the 

green part of the leaf above the ground. 

Care of forced bulbs 

• If you received any bulbs e.g. hyacinths at Christmas they will 

have been forced. Once their foliage has died back plant the 

bulbs outside to a depth of twice their height, marking their 

position. They will then flower normally. 

Flowers 

• Lift/divide herbaceous perennials. Dig up the whole plant, pull 

apart then space out and replant those younger parts from the 

clump edge. 

• Complete trimming the old growth on perennials to almost ground 

level. 

• Prune buddleias now as they flower on new growth. Remove all -

the previous years growth down to about 30cm. 

• If, like us, you are needing some instant colour primulas, bellis, 

wallflowers, pansies  and polyanthus plants will be available now. 

Flowering bulbs in pots could  be placed in a border to fill in any 

gaps or be arranged in groups on paving. You can regroup these 

at any time to create a different effect. 

• Sow hardy annuals-cornflowers, larkspur, nigella, calendula. 

These are wild life friendly and good self seeding. They can be 

sown into the border directly but some young plants may need to 

be thinned out. 
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Week Beg: - £ £ £ Includes mid–week 

24th January 39.50 203.00 761.00 18  75  62  

31st  January 28.00 147.00 761.00 15 100 72 

7th February 93.00 537.50 761.00 65 130 91 

14th February 27.00 162.00 761.00 15 105 77 

Vegetables 

• Plant out early potatoes towards the end of March. Space rows 

60cm apart with 30cm between tubers  planting 10-15cm deep. 

Cover then water. Rake up more soil over the plants once the 

foliage starts to grow. Continue the soil covering as needed to 

protect from frost. 

• Plant out onion and garlic once their roots have filled their pots. 

• Sow carrot seeds in free-draining finely raked and weed free  

soil. Sow in shallow drills. 

Salad 

• Sow  some tomato seed now for a late June crop. Scatter seed 

thinly on the surface of peat-free compost then lightly covering. 

Water well before placing in a greenhouse or windowsill or 

above a radiator. 

• Lettuce seeds can be scattered in a large pot to pick as salad 

leaves but protect from slugs. 

Lawns 

• At last we can lightly trim our lawns-a welcome garden task. 

A busy start to our 2021 gardening season but first 

it’s time for that brew and biscuit!  

Take care and keep safe  Yours truly Truggs 
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What happens in heaven when you pray? 

I dreamt that I went to Heaven and an angel was deputised to show 

me around. 

Our first stop was at a large room filled with angels. They were 

unfolding, reading and stacking thousands of bits of paper, of all 

sizes. My angel guide explained, "This is the Receiving Section. 

Here, all petitions to God said in prayer are received." I looked 

around the area, and it was terribly busy. Angels were sorting out 

petitions from all over the world. Some were long and involved and 

weighty, others merely a sigh on a scrap of paper. 

Then we moved on down a long corridor until we reached the 

second section. The angel said to me, "This is the Packaging and 

Delivery Section. Here, the graces and blessings that have been 

asked for are processed and delivered to the people who need 

them." I noticed again how busy it was there. The angels were 

working hard to package and send back to earth all the blessings 

that had been requested. 

Finally, at the farthest end of the long corridor, we stopped at the 

door of a very small station. To my great surprise, only one angel 

was seated there, doing nothing much. "This is the 

Acknowledgement Section, my angel friend said quietly. He seemed 

a bit embarrassed. "How is it that there is no work going on here?"  

I asked. 

The angel sighed. "Well, after people receive the blessings that 

they ask for, it seems very few think to send back any 

acknowledgement." 

"How does one 

acknowledge God's 

blessings? " I asked. 

"Simple," the angel 

answered. "Just say, 

`Thank you, Lord.' And 

mean it."  

Diane Sparks 
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Sponsored Thoughts 

It's amazing and incredible,  

But it's as true as it can be, 

God loves and understands  

us all 

And that means YOU and ME -  

His grace is all sufficient 

For both the YOUNG and OLD, 

For the lonely and the timid, 

For the brash and the bold  

His love knows no exceptions 

So never feel excluded, 

No matter WHO or WHAT  

you are 

Your name has been included. 

Helen Steiner Rice  

Sponsored by Alan Fairclough 

Let us not love with words or 

speech,  

but with Actions and in Truth. 

1 John 3. 18  

Sponsored by  

Lynn Carter  

Loving Father help me 

focus on those things You 

want me to be concerned 

about and leave the rest 

of the universe to You. 

Sponsored by  

Kathleen & Brian Allman 

The “Lord” is the strength of my 

life, 

of whom then, 

should I be afraid. 

Psalm 27-1 

Sponsored by  

Edna Corbett 

If any reader would like to sponsor their own 

thought please contact 

Chris Gibson. 

Please pray for those struggling with illnesses of any 
sort, and especially for: 

 

Audrey Sibbald, Audrey Clarke, Vicki Birkett,  Janet Jones,  
John  & Hilary Lowe, Jim Scanlon, Kiera Mansfield,  

Linda Lawrenson, Maye Byers, Rosalie Roberts, Kathleen Allman, 
Peter Jackson, Alice Blacklidge, Lynn Carter, Nicola Starkie, 
Elaine Bruce, Irene Haworth, Glenda Dibbs,  Brian Addinson. 
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The History Page  

Continuing with the series on Thomas Rickman, this issue returns to St 

George’s Church. Rickman is revered as an architect but possibly 

accorded little praise as an interior designer. It is worth drawing 

readers’ attention to at least two striking, distinctive features of the 

Church. The hammerbeams supporting the ceiling are unique in a 

Commissioners’ Church. The slender ironwork holding the galleries, 

however, was used by Rickman in several buildings, notably in St 

Peter’s Preston, a contemporary work with St George’s. This easily 

repeated framework is economic, attractive and purposeful, blocking 

little of the worshipper’s view from the aisles. By 1820 Rickman was 

well versed in iron; his church at St George’s Everton ( 1817) was 

constructed almost totally from that material. 

Footnote: The church  shown in February’s issue was missing its 

caption. It is St John, Oulton, Leeds, a private commission of 

Rickman’s, 1829. He followed the Chorley plan quite closely. 

 

Bill Walker 

Hammerbeams   Gallery Supports  The Interior 
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God can't take your call right now 

(One of the most frustrating things about living in today's society is the 

rampant increase in the use of automatic answering machines which 

click in when we try to seek help from an organisation. Have you every 

thought what it would be like if God used one!) 

"Thank you for calling heaven. For English, press 1; for French, press 

2; for all other languages, press 3. Now please select one of the 

following options: Press i for a request; press 2 for thanksgiving; press 

3 for complaints; press 4 for anything else. 

I am sorry, all our angels and saints are busy helping other sinners 

right now. However, your prayer is important to us and we will answer 

it as soon as possible. Please stay on the line. (After a full rendering of 

the Hallelujah Chorus, the voice returns) If you would like to speak to 

God, press 1; Jesus, press 2; the Holy Spirit, press 3. To find a loved one 

that has been assigned to heaven press 5, then enter the social 

security number, followed by the hash key. If you receive a negative 

response, please hang up and try again later. 

For reservations in heaven, please say the word JOHN, followed by 

the numbers 316. 

For answers to particularly difficult questions, please wait until you 

arrive in heaven." 

I'm sorry, the office is now closed for the weekend to observe a 

religious holiday. Our computers show that you have already been 

prayed for today, so please hang up and call again on Monday. 

If you are calling after hours and need emergency assistance, please 

contact your local minister. 

Thank you and have a heavenly day." 

Diane Sparks 
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The Board Games Quiz 

Thank you to all those who supported the latest quiz. There were many 

completed entries, from Godalming to Grimsby. Seven  answer sheets 

were perfect, from  Gordon Blackledge, Netta Gill, Maggie Hobbiss, 

Dorothy Holt, the Hunters, Pam Jackson,  and the Sandersons. 

Another sixteen were very close but contained the odd slip in spelling 

or recording accuracy. The winner’s name was picked by lot from the 

seven all correct entries, a task performed on Sunday 14
th
 February by 

Alan Winstanley, our friend from St Laurence’s. 

Swollen in part by kind donations from happy competitors, the quiz 

raised about seven eights of its normal sum. Given the current context 

the outcome was pleasing. It was quite fun to set. My favourite clue 

was “Trump swaps steak for Russian money” (7)..…Trouble! Now to 

plot the next one. 

Bill Walker 
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