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 Vicar: The Revd Michael Print BA (Hons), BTh 

(Oxon) 

Holy Baptism, Holy Matrimony, Confession and 

Sick Visits please notify the Vicar 

 

vicar@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

www.stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

01257 263064  

Services: Wednesday 10am Holy Communion, 

Sunday 8am Holy Communion, 10am Parish Eucharist 

Church Wardens:  Mr John Bradley  jm.bradley@sky.com  

Mr Brian Addison   

0737 5047982 

01257 271159 

Parish 

Safeguarding 

Officer 

Dr Victoria Gibson LLB MA MRes PhD FCMI    

safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 0792 1010 900 

Organist & 

Choirmaster:  

Mr Gordon Blackledge ARCO FTCL  
01257 274922  

Verger:  Mr Graham Schofield  0798 1178764  

Parish Magazine 

Editor:  

Mrs Christine Gibson  acvgibson@sky.com  
01257 260555  

Flower Guild 

Secretary:  

Mrs Freda Armstrong  
01257 262918  

Tower Captain:  Dr Victoria Gibson   0792 1010900  

Church Hall:  Mr Paul Clegg  Manager/Booking 

churchhall@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 
07821328337 

Sunday School: Church Hall 9.50am  2nd Sunday (Eucharist Service) in Church 

St George’s 

Primary School:  

Mr Andy Purcell, Head Teacher  
01257 262323  

Men’s Fellowship: 2nd Wednesday 7.30pm, Church Hall  01257 426335  

Mothers’ Union:  2nd & last Thursday 7.30pm, Church Hall  

Thursday Ladies’ 

Circle:  

1st & 3rd Thursday 7.30pm, Church Hall  

St George’s 

Rainbows: 

Michelle Hilton 

Tuesday 5pm, Church Hall 
0787 4209629  

St George’s 

Brownies:  

Kelly Beesley 

Tuesday 6.15pm, Church Hall  
0796 6909747 

St George’s 

Guides:  

Anne Hesketh Tuesday 7.15pm, Church Hall  
0771 2350472  

Badminton Club: Monday 8pm, Church Hall   
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Dramatic & Musical 

Society:  

Friday 7pm, Church Hall  

Church Institute: Open Monday to Thursday 2pm-5pm & 

7pm-11pm; Friday & Saturday 2pm-

12midnight; Sunday 12noon-11pm 

 

01257 413107 

Beaver Scouts:    Monday 6.15pm 

Scouts:                 Monday 7.30pm 

Cub Scouts:         Tuesday 6.50pm  

Jackie Beesley (GSL) 01257 270770 

Rainbows:            Wednesday 5.30pm   Eileen Entwisle  01257 267058  

Brownies:             Wednesday 6.45pm  Lynsey Torrens  

Guides:      Thursday 6.45pm Jackie Beesley  01257 270770  

Red Bank  

I now cast this little Publication into your hands earnestly hoping that 

it may meet with your approbation, and enable you to spend a 

happy and profitable hour whilst reading over its pages". 

Rev. John Stock 1863, The Messenger first issue 
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Dear Friends, 

 

The lockdown is beginning to be lifted. By the time you read this 

you may well know the details of what this will look like, and also 

be more aware of what the timetable looks like better than we do 

as we write this. Our hope is that our church will soon be open for 

private prayer, and for funeral services, but as we write we do not 

know when this will be. However, given that at some point we will 

be released back to a more normal way of living, now is the time to 

give some thought and prayer to what that might look like for each 

one of us.  

We are a habit-forming species; we routinely do the same things 

day in day out, week in week out, and we do not give these habits 

much thought. We fall into bad habits, but if we’re honest lack the 

will to get ourselves out of them. New Year resolutions and Lenten 

disciplines are a sign that we know there are habits we should 

stop, and habits we know we should start, but if you’re anything 

like us we too easily drift back to our old habits after January, or 

after Easter. This period of lockdown has been a radical life-

change for all of us, and whether we wanted to or not, we have 

been forced to change our habits and develop new ones. So now, 

as we tentatively start to emerge from lockdown, is the time to ask: 

which habits will you keep hold of from this time?  It might sound 

like a strange question, but stick with us! It can be so easy to focus 

on what we’re looking forward to getting back to, and we’re sure 

that we could all rattle off a list of those things without too much 

difficulty. But, we wonder if there is another list, a list of things 

which have developed in the lockdown that we’d like to continue. 

Whilst many of the things which gave a pattern and structure to 

our days and weeks before lockdown were taken away - like 

school drop offs, Sunday services, going to work for many, social 
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gatherings, activities, and/or extended family meals - we wonder 

what things have moved in to take their place?  Is there anything 

good in there worth saving? 

Perhaps there’s been more family time with those at home who 

have, too often before lockdown, been more like passing ships in 

the night or for whom we have merely been a parental taxi 

service?  Perhaps, during lockdown you’ve found yourself feeling 

out of your depth or worried, and this has led you to carve out more 

more time to pray?  Perhaps you’ve found more time to 

read?  Perhaps you’ve exercised more regularly?  Perhaps you’ve 

read your bible more yourself, because you miss hearing from the 

Scriptures at church? Perhaps you’ve made more effort to check in 

with friends and family? We, as a family, have found more time to 

pray, and have heard of a number of people who have developed 

this habit of daily-prayer; if anything is worth clinging on to, this 

habit is (if you need help with this, then do speak to one of us, and 

we’d be only to happy to help). We have also got into the habit of a 

daily walk, as well as daily kitchen time, when we cook and eat 

together at the kitchen table. 

You may have heard the encouragement that “in the rush to return 

to normal, use this time to consider which parts of normal are worth 

rushing back to.”  Equally, we think we need to consider what parts 

of the so-called “new normal” are worth keeping hold of.  As Paul 

encourages in Romans 12:19: “hate what is evil; cling to what is 

good.”  Have you found some good things worth clinging to?  Then 

don’t let go of them! Of course, as the shape of life changes again, 

and more things clamour for our time and attention again, we might 

need to rethink how we can incorporate them in to our daily lives, 

but do not let the good slip through our fingers as we rush back to 

“normality”. So, before we are fully released back to rush-hour 

commutes, after-school clubs, and the thousand and one things 

which we used to fill our days with, why not take a few quiet 
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Mission Statement of St George's Church  

In the name of Christ, 

we seek to love and serve God and His people. 

moments, whether in the garden or a quiet room, to work out the 

habits you’d like to keep. Perhaps, begin with a short prayer 

asking for God’s wisdom; then write a list of habits you’d like to 

keep going forward; then end with a short prayer asking for God’s 

help to put your plan into action. 

In this small way some good 

things may yet come out of this 

crisis. 

 

Yours, 

 

See 

The See is not being produced locally but can be accessed on 

http://www.stgeorgechorley.co.uk  

Please pray for those struggling with illnesses of any 

sort, and especially for: 

Vicki  Birkett, Hilary & John, Lowe, Jim Scanlon, Linda Lawrenson,  
Maye Byers, Kathleen Wilding, Rosalie Roberts, Brian Addison, 
Kathleen Allman, The Revd Ken Robinson, Peter Jackson. 

Also for the Families of those who have died recently-Terry Hunt, 
Franklyn Ackroyd, Lilian Addison and Carol McWhinnie. 
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A prayer for those affected by the Coronavirus:  

God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of 

pain and fear. Look with mercy on those who have contracted the 

new virus, on any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in 

danger. Through this time of global concern, by your Holy Spirit 

bring out the best not the worst in us. Make us more aware of our 

interdependence on each other, and of the strength that comes 

from being one body in you. Through Christ our wounded healer. 

Amen.  

 

 

A prayer for medical professionals:  

Almighty God, Father of mercies, in his earthly life your Son Jesus 

Christ went about doing good, healing all manner of sickness and 

disease among the people: Comfort, heal and sanctify those who 

suffer in body, mind or spirit: Grant to all doctors and nurses, and 

to all who tend the sick, skill, sympathy and patience; bless all who 

labour to prevent suffering, make them instruments of your healing 

love, and continue through them your loving purposes among us, 

Thank you 

I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone for cards, phone 
calls and messages of condolence  on the loss of Terry.  My family 
have really been overcome by the number of cards we have had. 
God Bless you all and Thank you once again.   
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Men’s Fellowship Group. Sunflower Sponsorship. 

You may remember from the May edition of the magazine that Bill 
Greenwood has planted five “sunflower seeds”, given each plant a 
name, and is growing them himself. This is a replacement activity 
for the Group not being able for to hold a sunflower competition. 
He continues to seek sponsorship for the flower named George, 
with the height to which it grows being the important part of the 
sponsorship. The current lockdown means that there are no 
sponsorship forms: it really is up to each individual to keep their 
own record and then, come September, contribute the sponsorship 
total, the proceeds of which will be donated to the church to make 
up for some of the shortfall from the loss of income. 

So how are the plants doing as of Friday 16th.of May when this 
piece was written? 

The photo shows the plants with George(11ins.) being on the left 
as you look at it, followed by Pete(9ins.), Ringo in the centre has 
failed to germinate, Paul(9ins.) and John, the tallest(12ins.), on the 
right. It is the intention to plant them outdoors this weekend. 

Next update - 
July 
magazine. 
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Spotlight on Safeguarding 

Self-neglect is the lack of self-care; lack of care for 
one's environment; and/or the refusal of services, to 
an extent that it threatens personal health and safety. 

Types of Self-Neglect: 

 Lack of self-care 

 Neglecting to care for one’s personal hygiene, health or 

surroundings 

 Inability to avoid self-harm 

 Failure to seek help or access services to meet health and social 

care needs 

 Inability or unwillingness to manage one’s personal affairs 

Possible signs to look out for: 

 Very poor personal hygiene 

 Unkempt appearance 

 Lack of essential food, clothing or shelter 

 Malnutrition and/or dehydration 

 Living in squalid or unsanitary conditions 

 Neglecting household maintenance 

 Hoarding 

 Collecting a large number of animals in inappropriate conditions 

 Non-compliance with health or care services 

Inability or unwillingness to take medication or treat illness or injury 

If you are worried about an adult who might be self-neglecting please 
contact Lancashire Adult Services on 0300 123 6720 or between 5pm - 
8am on 0300 123 6722. 

 

Dr Victoria Gibson 

Parish Safeguarding Officer 
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PROCESSION OF WITNESS 2020 

 Dear Representative, 

It is with deep regret that the chief marshal has asked me to write 

to yourself and inform you that the annual procession of witness, 

which was due to occur on Saturday the 27th June 2020, has been 

cancelled. 

It is with regrets that we have had to take this decision but with no 

real information being available at this time, apart from the fact that 

social distancing will have to continue into next year and the 

gathering of people will not be allowed. As social distancing will 

continue it is not possible to perform the annual procession of 

witness while applying the current 2m rules on social distancing. 

I understand that Father Neil Kelley of St. Laurence’s Church is 

trying to organize an online service to mark the annual procession 

of witness. Detail will be made available to all churches as soon as 

details possible. 

It is proposed to hold the annual meeting for marshals at St. 

Laurence’s Church Chorley on a Tuesday evening, in late January 

or early February to discus and plan the 2021 annual procession of 

witness.  

   

Yours Sincerely 

   

Allan Hardman 

Secretary to the Chief Marshal 

Tel:                  01254 831121 / 07521520852 

Email:             Chorleywalkingday@hotmail.co.uk 
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Sponsored Thoughts 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It's amazing and incredible,  

But it's as true as it can be, 

God loves and understands  

us all 

And that means YOU and ME -  

His grace is all sufficient 

For both the YOUNG and OLD, 

For the lonely and the timid, 

For the brash and the bold  

His love knows no exceptions 

So never feel excluded, 

No matter WHO or WHAT  

you are 

Your name has been included. 

Helen Steiner Rice  

Let us not love with words or 

speech,  

but with Actions and in Truth. 

1 John 3. 18  

Sponsored by  

Lynn Carter  

Loving Father help me 

focus on those things You 

want me to be concerned 

about and leave the rest 

of the universe to You. 

Sponsored by  

Kathleen & Brian Allman 

The “Lord” is the strength of 

my life, 

of whom then, 

should I be afraid. 

Psalm 27-1 

If any reader would like to sponsor their own thought please contact 

Chris Gibson. 
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Church Income & “Lockdown” 

 
As a church we normally need to spend £2,800 per week to keep 
our buildings and activities going. In order just to cover our costs 
we need to raise on average £10 per person per week. With all the 
disruption because of coronavirus we now face even bigger 
challenges. We have cut our spending as much as possible but our 
income has fallen dramatically. 
 
Our deficit during closure is growing at about £7,000 a month. Now 
more than ever would be a great time to make the switch to giving 
by bank transfer. 
 
If you usually give via stewardship envelopes please keep putting 
the money in your envelope each week and then bring them all in 
to church as soon as we are able to hold services once more.   
 
Thank you also to those enterprising envelope users who, during 
the closure, have made payments by bank transfer. This is best 
done by quoting the reference using your initials and envelope 
number, eg AB15,  which will enable the Stewardship Officer to 
keep all our envelope records up to date. 
 
The effects of all this are shown in this income chart:- 
 
Week  Donations  Envelopes   BACS 
   to Bank 
 
19 April  £0   £28.00   £487.00 
26 April  £26.00  £50.00   £521.00 
3 May  £55.00  £115.00   £521.00 
10 May  £0    £25.00   £521.00 
17 May  £0    £15.00   £521.00 
    
NB We have also received some payments by cheque which will 
be taken to the bank as soon as we are able to do so. 
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Now is a great time to move to regular monthly giving by standing 
order.  If you bank online our bank details are: 
Account name: St Georges PCC 
Account no. 16383850 
Sort Code: 16 00 39 
 
If you need a paper form and you have a printer you can get one 
by emailing me or if you let me have your name and address I will 
post a form to you at home 
 

How can I give money to St George’s? 
 
St George’s relies on your donations to provide care and support to 

everyone in this community. With the church building closed, St 
George’s is suffering a significant drop in income, with little change 
to ongoing expenses. Please consider giving generously to support our 

mission and ministry. 
 
Regular Giving - Stewardship 
 
We encourage our church members to commit themselves to 
regular giving through the Stewardship Programme and we ask 
you to review your commitment every year in line with your 
circumstances and to keep up with inflation. 
 
If you would normally put cash in the offertory plate, or use the 
Stewardship Envelope scheme, please consider a change to giving 
by standing order instead. A number of people have already done 
this and it is a great help during the closure.  (see bank details 
below) 
 
Occasional Gifts 

 
You can make one-off or occasional donations by bank transfer 
(see bank details below) 
Cheques can be accepted but social distancing makes them more 
difficult to handle. 



Page 15 

 

 

 
 Give a Little.  You can make a gift on our church website or 
 on St George’s page of the website “A Church Near You”   
 through “Give a Little” – just click the “Donate” button 

 
 
Just Giving.  For when you want to make a gift aided 
donation or if,  in the future, you are attending a wedding or 
baptism and want to include a message to the happy couple 
or the baby you can give online and leave a message 
atwww.justgiving.com/stgeorgeschurchchorley/or you can 
use our #justgiving page if you want to raise sponsorship 
funds for us. 

 
 
Legacy Gifts 
For further information contact Rev Mike by phone or email 
vicar@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

 
 
#easyfundraising 
If you use #easyfundraising when you shop online then every 
time you shop, you’ll raise a free donation for St George’s 
Church Chorley, it’s that easy!  Find out more at:- https://
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stgcc/ 

 
St George’s PCC bank details 
 
Account name: St Georges Parochial Church Council 
Account no. 16383850 
Sort Code: 16 00 39 
 
 
Thank you for your support, whatever you decide to do. 
Tony Sanderson, Treasurer 
email treasurer@stgeorgechorley.co.uk. 

http://www.justgiving.com/stgeorgeschurchchorley/
mailto:vicar@stgeorgechorley.co.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stgcc/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stgcc/
mailto:treasurer@stgeorgechorley.co.uk
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Home milk deliveries still happen in some areas we 

have been told, but the' older brigade’ will no doubt 

recall both milk and bread had regular home 

deliveries. 

 

Enjoy, here is a collection of notes left in milk bottles........ 

** Dear milkman:I've just had a baby, please leave another one 

**Please leave an extra pint of paralysed milk. 

**Cancel one pint after the day after today. 

** Please don't leave any more milk. All they do is drink it. 

** Milkman, please close the gate behind you because the birds 

keep pecking the tops off the milk. 

**Milkman, please could I have a loaf but not bread today. 

**Please cancel milk. I have nothing coming into the house but two 

sons on the dole. 

** Sorry not to have paid your bill before, but my wife had a baby 

and I've been carrying it around in my pocket for weeks. 

**Sorry about yesterday's note, I didn't mean one egg and a dozen 

pints, but the other way round. 

**When you leave my milk please knock on my bedroom window 

and wake me because I want you to give me a hand to turn the 

mattress. 
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**Please knock. My TV's broken down and I missed last night's 

Coronation Street If you saw it, will you tell me what happened 

over a cup of tea? 

**My daughter says she wants a milkshake. Do you do it before 

you deliver or do I have to shake the bottle? 

**Please send me a form for cheap milk, for I have a baby two 

months old and did not know about it until a neighbour told me. 

**Please send me details about cheap milk as I am stagnant. 

**Milk is needed for the baby. Father is unable to supply it. 

**From now on please leave two pints every other day and one pint 

on the days in between, except Wednesdays and Saturdays when 

I don't want any milk. 

**My back door is open. Please put milk in 'fridge, get money out of 

cup in drawer and leave change on kitchen table in 20ps, because 

we want to play bingo tonight. 

**Please leave no milk today. When I say today, I mean tomorrow, 

for I wrote this note yesterday.. 

**Milkman, please put the coal on the boiler, let dog out and put 

newspaper inside the screen door. PS Don't leave any milk. 

Mothers’ Union 

It's with great sadness that I write of another of our long serving 

members Carol McWhinnie having passed away on 23rd May.    

I hadn't known Carol for as long as many of you in the family of St. 

George would have done, a good many of you having grown up 

with her,  but from the time I did arrive she always seemed a quiet, 

unassuming, friendly person who would do anything to help 

anyone if she could. 
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Carol was enrolled into the Mothers' Union on 29th January 1984 

an amazing 36 years, and she shared with us on many occasions 

her gift of card making and the beautiful paintings she had created. 

But that wasn't how she spent all her time. Known as Rikki  she 

was a Cub Leader at Red Bank from July 1980 until retiring in July 

2007 (I had no idea why anyone would be called Rikki so had to 

ask Jackie Beesley who explained that Cub Leaders chose names 

from Rudyard Kiplings Jungle Book stories. Carol chose Rikki Tikki 

Tarvi - shortened to Rikki), but then continued in Scouting by 

joining Scout Fellowship which later became District Scout Active 

Support. 

Many will know Carol as one of the faces that served them with 

coffee on a Tuesday morning when the Church hall was open and 

she was also a dedicated  

fundraiser on behalf of the 

Tuberous Sclerosis Association 

because her granddaughter 

Lauren suffers from this genetic 

disorder. 

Carol had not been well for a 
number of years but always had 
a smile on her face and under 
normal circumstances, we as 
Mothers' Union members would 
honour our departed members by 
standing as a guard of honour at 
the Church doors (as Carol 
herself had done on so many 
occasions). Unfortunately these 
are not normal circumstances 
and cannot afford this simple 
gesture for her, so all I can say 
is: Farewell friend to many, and 
the world has been a better place 
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Garden Journal 

Everything in the garden is growing well-including the weeds 

despite the dryness of the soil. So keep that hoe handy and use 

when it is dry and sunny. The continued  sunny weather has 

certainly given us the best excuse for spending even more time 

outside. Not that an excuse is really needed, we just love the 

peace and quite. 

A most important task in this dry spell is of course watering. We 

are used to ensuring that the greenhouse crops especially  

tomatoes are given a regular drink. Remember too that most 

lettuces will bolt in drought or heat conditions-they will quickly go to 

seed and become bitter tasting. Now we need to check around the 

garden as well and water accordingly. To be most effective it is 

better to water with the rose removed, then you can direct the 

water nearer to the roots and  do this in the early morning or 

evening. Plants in pots and hanging baskets are especially 

vulnerable in dry  weather conditions so every now and again give 

them a good soak, even if it has rained. Other garden tasks this 

month include:- 

Deadheading 

 Keep up with this has it extends the flowering season of annuals 

and perennials. 

Planting Out 

 Tender plants such as begonias, cannas, coleus, dahlias, 

zinnias, verbena and salvias can now be safely planted out. 

 Herbs are more often grown for culinary purposes. However 

some can be planted elsewhere in the garden e.g. parsley 

makes a good edging plant, chives look attractive at the end of a 

border or bed-no dead heading here, the bees love the flowers! 



Page 20 

 

Larger-growing ornamental herbs like lovage, fennel and lemon 

balm can be planted into flower borders alongside shrubs and 

herbaceous perennials. Plant mint in a pot to contain its 

spreading growth-it can then be moved about to plug an 

unwanted gap. Keep herbs watered and regularly pinch out the 

flowers to extend their lifecycle. 

Digging up 

 Tulip bulbs and store dry before planting in Autumn. 

 Early potatoes when plants flower but feel underground first to 

check for size. 

Supporting 

 Tall-growing border plants will need to be supported as their 

foliage grows, It is better to position these now-short twiggy 

hazel sticks can be used or cut down canes and string. They do 

not need to be too tall as the plants usually need the support 

lower down the stems. 

 Tie in cucumber plants to supporting canes  with garden twine 

as the fruits become heavy. 

Feeding 

 For tomatoes add a dose of liquid fertiliser to the water once a 

week. Measure it out according to the instructions and stir into 

the watering can. 

 Lawns may benefit from a dose of liquid fertiliser. 

Cooling. 

 To cool  the greenhouse spray with water over the floor to 

prevent plants overheating. 

We hope you enjoy your garden space. Looking 

after the plants and flowers is like a two-way 

companionship. We give them our best care and 

they give us colour, beauty and the wonder of their 

creation that cheers us though the times of sadness.  
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Parish Magazine 2020 Dates 

Issue Deadline (Sunday) In Church (Sunday) 

July/August 21st June 5th July 

September 23rd August 6th September 

October 20th September 4th October 

November 18th October 1st November 

December/January 22nd November 6th December 

Contributions for inclusion in The Messenger can be given to  

Chris Gibson or can be emailed to acvgibson@sky.com  
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There is also an 

urgent need for 

plastic carrier bags 

The Food Bank  

Current requirements are:- 

Tinned Meat, eg Stewed Steak 

Tinned Fruit  

Tinned Potatoes 

Fruit Cordial Drinks 

Milk 

Long Life Milk 

Tooth Brushes 

Tooth Paste 

Toiletries 

Shower Gel 

Tea/Coffee  

Sauces 

Rice Pudding 

Pkt Rice - Quick Cook-

Tinned Hot Dogs 

Tinned Tomatoes 

Nappies Sizes 5 & 6 

Packet Mash 

Jam 

Thank you Lynn Carter 

The Food Bank  

Current requirements are:- 

Tinned Meat, eg Stewed Steak   

Tinned Potatoes 

Fruit Cordial Drinks     

Milk        

Long Life Milk       

Tooth Brushes 

Tooth Paste  

Toiletries 

Shower Gel 

Tea/Coffee  

Sauces  

Rice Pudding 
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From The Parish Registers 

Holy Baptism 

The Family of God at St George’s welcomes: 

There were no Baptisms this month. 

Grant that they may not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ 
Crucified 

Holy Matrimony 

There were no Weddings this month. 

Funerals 

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, and let Light Perpetual shine 

upon them: 

Our sympathy and love to those who have been bereaved 

The Vicar has undertaken one grave side burial in the last month:- 

Patricia Turzynnski 

Please pray for those struggling with illnesses of any 

sort, and especially for: 

 


