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 Vicar: The Revd Michael Print BA (Hons), BTh 

(Oxon) 

Holy Baptism, Holy Matrimony, Confession and 

Sick Visits please notify the Vicar 

 

vicar@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

www.stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

01257 263064  

Services: Wednesday 10am Holy Communion, 

ONE SUNDAY SERVICE AT 9.30am DUE TO COVID-19 

Church Wardens:  Mr John Bradley  jm.bradley@sky.com  
Mr Stephen Pollard  pollards_13@tiscali.co.uk 

0737 5047982 

0756 8502770 

Parish 

Safeguarding 

Officer 

Dr Victoria Gibson LLB MA MRes PhD FCMI    

safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 0792 1010 900 

Organist & 

Choirmaster:  

Mr Gordon Blackledge ARCO FTCL  
01257 274922  

Verger:  Mr Graham Schofield  0798 1178764  

Parish Magazine 

Editor:  

Mrs Christine Gibson  acvgibson@sky.com  
01257 260555  

Flower Guild 

Secretary:  

Mrs Freda Armstrong  
01257 262918  

Tower Captain:  Dr Victoria Gibson   0792 1010900  

Church Hall:  Mr Paul Clegg  Manager/Booking 

churchhall@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 
07821328337 

Sunday School: Church Hall 9.50am  2nd Sunday (Eucharist Service) in Church 

St George’s 

Primary School:  

Mr Andy Purcell, Head Teacher  
01257 262323  

Men’s Fellowship: 2nd Wednesday 7.30pm, Church Hall  01257 426335  

Mothers’ Union:  2nd & last Thursday 7.30pm, Church Hall  

Thursday Ladies’ 

Circle:  

1st & 3rd Thursday 7.30pm, Church Hall  

St George’s 

Rainbows: 

Kelly Beesley 

Tuesday 5pm, Church Hall 
0796 6909747  

St George’s 

Brownies:  

Kelly Beesley 

Tuesday 6.15pm, Church Hall  
0796 6909747 

St George’s 

Guides:  

Anne Hesketh Tuesday 7.15pm, Church Hall  
0771 2350472  

Badminton Club: Monday 8pm, Church Hall   
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Dramatic & Musical 

Society:  

Friday 7pm, Church Hall  

Church Institute: Open Monday to Thursday 2pm-5pm & 

7pm-11pm; Friday & Saturday 2pm-

12midnight; Sunday 12noon-11pm 

 

01257 413107 

Beaver Scouts:    Monday 6.15pm 

Scouts:                 Monday 7.30pm 

Cub Scouts:         Tuesday 6.50pm  

Jackie Beesley (GSL) 01257 270770 

Rainbows:            Wednesday 5.30pm   Kate Walsh   

Brownies:             Wednesday 6.45pm  Lynsey Torrens  

Guides:      Thursday 6.45pm Jackie Beesley  01257 270770  

Red Bank  

I now cast this little Publication into your hands earnestly hoping that 

it may meet with your approbation, and enable you to spend a 

happy and profitable hour whilst reading over its pages". 

Rev. John Stock 1863, The Messenger first issue 
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 Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

As I write this we are in the midst of another national lockdown, 
and as I’ve said in previous editorials, it is very easy to lose heart 
or wonder how to serve God in these times. I hope that spending a 
little time thinking about the famous Old Testament believer, 
Daniel, will encourage us to keep going in our current situation. 
 
In the several centuries before Jesus’ birth, God’s people, Israel, 
were conquered, deported, and exiled from their homeland. 
The prophet Daniel lived through one such deportation. Once 
Nebuchadnezzar II had ransacked Jerusalem, he carried off all the 
civilian élites (i.e. the ones who might possibly raise trouble if they 
were left at home) to Babylon; Daniel was among them. Daniel 
was clearly a very smart guy (Daniel 1:20 tells us that, along with 
his Jewish friends at the royal court of Nebuchadnezzar, he was 
found ‘ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in 
[Nebuchadnezzar’s] whole kingdom’), but Daniel’s integration into 
the highest ranks of Babylonian society did not affect his faith and 
trust in the God of Israel. We’re told: 
 
‘Daniel continued to go to his house, which had windows in its 
upper room open towards Jerusalem, and to get down on his 
knees three times a day to pray to his God and to praise him, just 
as he had done previously.’ (Daniel 6:10) 
  
Those of you who know Daniel’s story from Sunday-school days 
will remember that this habit landed Daniel in hot water on 
several occasions (or rather a fiery furnace, and then a lions’ den). 
But what strikes me as relevant for our situation, in these days of 
yet another national lockdown, is that Daniel – deprived of the 
chance to meet with other worshippers of God, and forcibly 
removed from the places he was used to worshipping in – 
nevertheless kept going, worshipping God at home, ‘just as he had 
done previously’. Separated from his people, ripped from his 
homeland, and likely never to see the temple again, he 
nonetheless ploughed on regardless. 
  
Plough on regardless. That’s a good motto for what Christians 
need to do now, I think. Lockdown has confined us 
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all increasingly to our homes again, and although that doesn’t mean 
our churches are completely closed this time, it certainly means we 
are not able to worship in the ways we would normally, and there is a 
real chance that this will affect Easter… again! 
  
But I want to encourage you to plough on regardless. Plough on, 
worshipping God in daily prayers and bible reading. Plough on, tuning 
in to online broadcasts and coming to church if you feel able to. 
Plough on, loving your neighbour, both in prayer and in service. 
Plough on, regardless, because the God who has called us is just as 
faithful to us today as he was before lockdown. So let’s try and 
remain as faithful to Him in return, even in this less than cheery 
lockdown. If you need help praying don’t forget there is a booklet 
available on our website, which we produced for the first lockdown 
(all those months ago!); and coming at the end of the month will be a 
devotional to read on every day during Lent (similar to the one we 
read in Advent!). If you need anything else, then do give me a call, or 
drop me an email, and I’ll be only too happy to help. 
 
Keep ploughing on, keep growing in your faith, for soon this 
pandemic will be over. 
 
In Christ, Rev. Mike 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mission Statement of St George's Church  
In the name of Christ, 

we seek to love and serve God and His people. 
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A Real challenge for you 

This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an 

airplane seat pocket, on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping 

him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed it on to 

some friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from 

his John boat. Another friend studied it while playing his banjo. Elaine 

Taylor, A columnist friend was so intrigued by it she mentioned it in her 

weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job of solving the 

puzzle so involving, she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves. There 

will be some names that are really easy to spot. That's a fact. Some 

people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since 

the book names are not necessarily capitalised. Truthfully, from 

answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or a 

scholar to see some of them at the worst. Research has shown that 

something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in 

seeing books in this paragraph.  

During a recent fundraising event, which featured this puzzle, the 

Alpha, Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new record. The local paper 

the Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this 

puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen.  

As Daniel Humana humbly puts it. "The books are all right here in plain 

view hidden from sight". Those able to find all of them will hear great 

lamentations from those who have to be shown. One revelation that 

may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may appear without 

their numbers. Also keep in mind that punctuation and spaces in the 

middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help you to compete really 

well against those who claim to know the answer. Remember there is 

no need for a mad exodus; there really are 30 books of the Bible 

lurking somewhere in this paragraph waiting to be found. 

Answers in next month’s Magazine. 

Thanks for this quiz go to Diane Sparks 
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Parish Magazine 2021 Dates 

Issue Deadline (Sunday) Available (Sunday) 

March 21st February 7th March 

April 21st March 4th April 

May 18th April 2nd May 

June 23rd May 6th June 

July/August 20th June 4th July 

September 22nd August 5th September 

October 19th September 3rd October 

November 24th October 7th November 

December/January 21st November 5th December 

Contributions for inclusion in The Messenger can be given to  

Chris Gibson or can be emailed to acvgibson@sky.com  

Mission and Discipleship 

Thank you all so much for your generous 

response to the three appeals we held in 

November to help those less fortunate 

than ourselves. Church was only open for 

private prayer during the time we collected 

for our local Help the Homeless but so 

many of you still made the effort to bring in 

your many contributions .The volunteers at 

Dorothy House were quite overwhelmed 

when I arrived with my car packed full of 

your gifts and toys. Hopefully we brought 

some joy to the lives of those struggling 

this Christmas. 
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Once the 

lockdown was 

lifted, at the 

beginning of 

December, I 

was able to take 

over 30 

shoeboxes to 

the International 

Aid warehouse 

at Longton. 

These were 

gratefully 

received and I 

received the 

following thankyou letter and 

certificate from them, these are 

now on display on the notice board 

at the back of Church. 

 

Thank you all once again. Wishing you all a happy, healthy and safe 2021 

Elizabeth Wilding Chair of Mission and Discipleship. 
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  Spotlight on Safeguarding 

This month, I would like to focus on scams, in 

particular Covid Scams. This is a form of 

financial abuse. 

Vaccine scam 

A fake NHS text has been circulating telling people they are 

eligible to apply for the Covid-19 vaccine. The wording is as 

follows: 'we have identified that you are eligible to apply for your 

vaccine'. It then advises you to follow a link to get more 

information and 'apply'. 

This takes you through to a very convincing fake NHS website 

that asks for your personal details - including bank and bank card 

details to check your identity. 

A genuine NHS site would never ask for your personal and bank 

details and would never ask you to press a button on your 

keypad. Please do not fall for this scam. You do not pay for your 

vaccine. 

Track and trace scam 

A new telephone scam is coming to light .... callers contact 

residents saying they are from NHS Track & Trace, telling the 

resident that they have been in contact with someone suffering 

from Covid 19 and need to have a test sent out to them. This is 

swiftly followed with a request for the resident's bank details; the 

caller states that the test and results cost £500. 

Please do not fall for this scam. If you need a test sent out to you 

because you are unable to attend a test site, this is done for free, 

both delivery and collection, followed up by the result. 

Important! The NHS Test and Trace service will NOT:  

*ask for bank details or payments 

*ask for details of any other accounts, such as social media 



Page 11 

 

 

*ask you to set up a password or PIN number over the phone 

*ask you to call a premium rate number, such as those starting 09 or 

087 

 Covid-19 doorstep scam 

Be aware that opportunists and criminals can take advantage of 

people who are self-isolating during this period of Coronavirus 

outbreak. 

There are people calling door to door claiming to be carrying 

out Coronavirus testing at your home for you on behalf of NHS or 

your GP. 

NHS  teams are NOT conducting any door to door testing for 

the Coronavirus - these are thieves trying to get into your 

home. 

If anyone knocks on your door claiming to be conducting the tests 

please call the police 

Anyone being offered "kindness" by cold callers by way of running 

errands, collecting prescriptions and doing shopping should not 

accept services from Strangers who may ask for cash up front, a 

credit card and its PIN, or gain trust simply to execute a more 

elaborate scam. 

Other scams to watch out for 

Email scam 

This is a group email sent to you and your contacts. It will say 

something along the lines of: 'Where are you presently? I need your 

help for something very urgent so please get back to me via email 

as soon as you get this message.' DO NOT REPLY TO THIS 

EMAIL, It is a scam, a request for money for someone getting 

through the coronavirus. 

 Take action 

 Always question unsolicited requests for your personal or 
financial information. Just because someone knows your basic 
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details (such as your name and contact details), it doesn’t mean they 
are genuine. Instead, contact the company directly using trusted 
methods such as a known email address or phone number. 

 Legitimate organisations wouldn’t ask you to pay taxes, bills or 
fees using an iTunes gift card, or any other type of voucher. If you’re 
contacted by anyone that asks you to do this, you’re likely the target 
of a scam. 

 Don’t be rushed or pressured into making a decision. Under no 
circumstances would a genuine bank or some other trusted 
organisation force you to make a financial transaction on the spot. 

 Report Phishing attempts. If you receive a call, text or email of this 
nature and have not lost money, you can report this as phishing to 
Action Fraud. 

 How you can protect yourself: 

 Don’t click on the links or attachments in suspicious emails and 
never respond to messages that ask for your personal or financial 
details. 

 Don’t assume a phone call or email is authentic, even if someone 
knows your basic details (such as your name or address). Remember, 
criminals can spoof phone numbers and email addresses to appear 
as companies you know and trust, such as TV Licensing. 

 Your bank will never call and ask you for your PIN, full banking 
password, or ask you to transfer money out of your account. 

 What to do if you’ve fallen victim: 

 Let your bank know as soon as possible and monitor your bank 
statements regularly for any unusual activity.  

 If you suspect your identity may have been stolen you can check 
your credit file quickly and easily online. Use a reputable service 
provider and follow up on any unexpected or suspicious results.  

If you have been a victim of fraud or cyber crime, report it to Action 
Fraud at actionfraud.police.uk, or by calling 0300 123 2040. 

Dr Victoria Gibson 

Parish Safeguarding Officer  

safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk  

http://actionfraud.police.uk/
mailto:safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk


Page 13 

 

 

Saint George's Flower Guild 

Saint George's Flower Guild thank Parishioners for their continued 
support. 

Due to the pandemic, and in consultation with the Vicar, flowers will 
not be arranged in Church until Easter this year when we hope that 
the current situation will have eased and a new Rota may be 
compiled. 

May the Members of the Flower Guild wish everyone good health and 
happiness in 2021. 

Freda Armstrong Flower Guild Secretary 

Accommodation  

A trainee teacher with the Yarrow Teaching School Alliance is looking 
to flat/house share in the Chorley area from September 2021 to July 
2022. If you are able to assist/accommodate/point her in the right 
direction, please contact Rob or Anna at St George's CE Primary 
School on 01257 262323. 
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From the School 

Remote Learning  

Following the Government’s announcement on Monday 4
th
 January, 

St George’s moved to remote learning for the majority of pupils until 

February half-term. School still remains open for those children 

considered vulnerable and the children of critical workers. 

The Government guidance suggests that primary age children 
complete 3 hours of structured work a day when working at home. As 
a school, we are providing daily remote learning in the form of live 
Zoom sessions for English and Maths, pre-recorded videos for the 
children to watch as well as uploading learning tasks and activities on 
a learning platform called ‘Seesaw’. This is to ensure that both 
children in school (critical workers and vulnerable) and at home are 
having the same access and opportunities to learning.  
 

Every child is provided with daily learning in English and Mathematics 

in addition to their full range of subjects that they would be learning in 

school.  This will include RE, Science, History, Geography, PSHE, PE, 

Music, Art, DT and MFL (KS2). Live Zoom sessions are at set times 

every day so that children have a routine. All learning is posted prior to 

the session so that parents and carers can plan their day around their 

other commitments. Zooming lessons allows classes to meet together 

on a daily basis and ensures that pupils participate in live lessons with 

their class teachers whilst working from home. All live session are 

supplemented with learning activities posted on a learning platform 

called ‘Seesaw’. This helps those families who are unable to attend 

the live session for whatever reason. Seesaw has been a great 

investment for the school. Not only does it let pupils share the learning 

they have done, but it also allows teachers to provide oral and written 

feedback to pupils on their learning.  

Class 3 & Class 4 Zoom with Miss D/Mrs Harrison – Mathematics  

An example, Anya in C3 uploaded her Maths to Seesaw. Miss D and 

Mrs Harrison marked the work visually for her. Anya will also hear oral 

feedback from her teachers (next steps or addressing misconceptions) 

by clicking on the video.  
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Quotes from Children about Remote Learning  

“The Teachers are different on Zoom because Mum’s & Dads are 

watching!” (Sam & Oliver, C7) “ 

We can see all our friends on the screen.” (Annabel, C4) “We know 

our teacher’s see our work because they leave us comments.” (Jacob, 

C5) “I like learning my letters with my teachers.” (Eva, Reception). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take care 

and stay safe! Miss Louise Darlington  (Assistant Headteacher) 
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Garden Journal 

At last the time has come when we can really get “hands on” in our 

gardens again with crocuses, snowdrops, hellebores, daffodils and 

camellias to cheer us on our way. 

Firstly we need to finish off any Winter clearing before starting the 

February tasks when weather conditions allow. Your garden, like ours 

will probably still be wet and cold. 

Before planning any changes we really need to know our garden 

space, starting at the very beginning – the soil. Take note of the type 

of soil, what it consists of – sand, silt, clay or mixtures of these which 

is loamy. Next you need to determine the PH level to establish if your 

soil is acid or alkaline, essential to know before choosing plants for a 

specific area. PH kits are widely available at garden centres or some 

hardware shops. 

Other tasks for February may include:- 

Cutting back/Pruning 

• Cut all old growth off perennials and grasses before new growth 

appears. 

• Cut all shrubby cornus stems near to ground level. 

• Trim Winter heathers after flowering. 

• Prune  Winter – flowering jasmine after flowering, also late 

clematis and shrub roses. 

• Prune  back Fuchsias to healthy buds and remove dead stems at 

the base. 

Planting/sowing 

• Sow sweet pea seeds ready to be planted out in the spring. 

• Plant flowering shrubs to the same depth as they were in the pot. 

• Plant out parsley plugs under cover. 

• Plant shallots to be ready for the summer. 
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Week Beg: - £ £ £ Includes mid–week 

22nd Nov 2020   lockdown 692.00       

29th Nov 2020   lockdown 672.00       

6th Dec 2020 38.50 421.00 672.00 21 129 96 

13th Dec 2020 53.00 573.50 672.00 53 129 89 

20th Dec 2020 83.00 443.00 672.00 25 135 97 

24
th
 Dec 2020 Inc in 

27th 
    18 60 40 

25th Dec 2020 Inc in 
27th 

    5 35 32 

27th Dec 2020 82.50 536.00  677.00 11 83 62 

3rd Jan 2021 67.00 47.00 758.00 8 89 69 

10th Jan 2021 18.50 116.00 758.00 15 76 55 

17th Jan 2021 35.00 442.00 758.00 16 92 66 

• Split snowdrops clumps and re-plant in the green after flowering. 

• Start off onion sets in plug trays preferably under cover. 

 

 As I take a walk around the garden the flowers are pushing through 

and I can hear the excited tweetings of bluetits, sparrows and wrens 

in a nearby tree. At that moment I find myself looking forward to 

Spring and the sun shinning through all the clouds. 

 

Have a peaceful start to your 2021 gardening 

season and keep safe. 

Yours truly Truggs 
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Christmas greetings to everyone at St George's Church, 

Chorley Help the Homeless would like to say a huge thank you for 

your donation of Christmas gifts and toys. This has been a challeng-

ing year where you may not have been able to do things the same 

way as usual, so we are very grateful for your continued support. 

 
The toys you have donated will be given to families who have been 
hit by financial difficulty so they can have a better Christmas. Some 
of these toys will contribute to the Chorley Community Christmas Joy 
scheme, and some will be given directly to families we are working 
with. 
 
This year we have been working hard to support families and individu-
als affected by the Covid-19 lockdowns. We've been making sure that 
families have food during school holidays, and we have a scheme for 
people to get fresh food from Chorley Market stalls with vouchers. We 
will keep doing everything we can as a food bank and housing advice 
service this winter, as the pandemic continues to make life harder for 
the financially vulnerable. 
 
Once again, on behalf of the charity and the vulnerable and home-
less people of Chorley, thank you very much. 
 
Very best regards - 

 
Gavin Clayton   
Chorley Help the Homeless 

  

Chorley Help the Homeless Ltd 

45 Clifford Street Chorley, 

Lancashire PR7 1SE 

reception@chth.org.uk  

Tel: 01257 273320 

Friday 11th December 2020 

mailto:reception@chth.org.uk
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Sponsored Thoughts 

It's amazing and incredible,  

But it's as true as it can be, 

God loves and understands  

us all 

And that means YOU and ME -  

His grace is all sufficient 

For both the YOUNG and OLD, 

For the lonely and the timid, 

For the brash and the bold  

His love knows no exceptions 

So never feel excluded, 

No matter WHO or WHAT  

you are 

Your name has been included. 

Helen Steiner Rice  

Sponsored by Alan Fairclough 

Let us not love with words or 

speech,  

but with Actions and in Truth. 

1 John 3. 18  

Sponsored by  

Lynn Carter  

Loving Father help me 

focus on those things You 

want me to be concerned 

about and leave the rest 

of the universe to You. 

Sponsored by  

Kathleen & Brian Allman 

The “Lord” is the strength of my 

life, 

of whom then, 

should I be afraid. 

Psalm 27-1 

Sponsored by  

Edna Corbett 

If any reader would like to sponsor their own 

thought please contact 

Chris Gibson. 

Please pray for those struggling with illnesses of any 
sort, and especially for: 

Vicki Birkett,  Janet Jones, John  & Hilary Lowe, Jim Scanlon, 
Linda Lawrenson, Maye Byers, Rosalie Roberts, 

Kathleen Allman, Peter Jackson, Alice Blacklidge, 
Lynn Carter, Nicola Starkie, Elaine Bruce, Irene Haworth,  

Glenda Dibbs, Audrey Sibbald, Kiera Mansfield, Audrey Clarke 

And for the families of  

Constance Lynn Gee , Kenneth Hale, Vera Jackson, Hilda Ashurst 

who have died recently. 
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The History Page - A Wider Look at Thomas Rickman 

Our recent articles have 

highlighted the origins 

of St George’s Church. 

1820 saw the crucial 

first contact with the 

architect Thomas 

Rickman.  We 

mentioned that, in all, 

he created ten 

Commissioners’ 

churches in Lancashire. 

His output and 

significance, however 

was on a much wider scale. He built another dozen churches in 

counties beyond Lancashire. In fact he visited every English county in 

pursuit of his work. He designed several grand privately funded 

churches, such as St John’s Oulton, Leeds and St Peter ad Vincula, 

Hampton Lucy, Warwickshire. He created large mansions like Matfen 

Hall Northumberland and 

public buildings, the best 

known being New Court at 

St John’s College, 

Cambridge. He defined the 

stages in the development 

of medieval architecture. 

Once it is feasible to travel 

this country once more, 

one can find Rickman 

everywhere and reflect on 

how your church in Chorley 

is linked to such a seminal 

architect. 

Bill Walker 
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A prayer for those affected by the Coronavirus:  

God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain 

and fear. Look with mercy on those who have contracted the new 

virus, on any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger. 

Through this time of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the 

best not the worst in us. Make us more aware of our interdependence 

on each other, and of the strength that comes from being one body in 

you. Through Christ our wounded healer. Amen.  

 

THE FOOD BANK  

 As our church building is closed most of the time, you may wish to 

know of other means of contributing to this facility or making use of it. 

Living Waters Church (contact number 07889 757 045) has tables 

outside on Tuesdays and Fridays from 10am to 2pm. Also there are 

special marked trolleys at Asda, Morrisons, and Tesco Buckshaw in 

which items can be put. Financial donations can be made to 

STOREHOUSE TSB, Acc. Sort Code: 77-06-06 Acc. No: 08135168. 

A prayer for medical professionals:  

Almighty God, Father of mercies, in his earthly life your Son Jesus 

Christ went about doing good, healing all manner of sickness and 

disease among the people: Comfort, heal and sanctify those who 

suffer in body, mind or spirit: Grant to all doctors and nurses, and to all 

who tend the sick, skill, sympathy and patience; bless all who labour to 

prevent suffering, make them instruments of your healing love, and 

continue through them your loving purposes among us, through the 

same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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