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 Vicar: The Revd Michael Print BA (Hons), BTh 

(Oxon) 

Confession and Sick Visits please notify the Vicar 

 

vicar@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

www.stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

01257 263064  

Services: Wednesday 10am Eucharist 

                 Sunday 9.30am Eucharist 

Church Wardens:  Mr John Bradley  jm.bradley@sky.com  
Mr Stephen Pollard  pollards_13@yahoo.co.uk 

0737 5047982 

0756 8502770 

Parish 

Safeguarding 

Officer 

Dr Victoria Gibson LLB MA MRes PhD CMgr FCMI    

safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 0792 1010 900 

Organist & 

Choirmaster:  

Mr Gordon Blackledge ARCO FTCL  
01257 274922  

Verger:  Mr Graham Schofield  0798 1178764  

Parish Magazine 

Editor:  

Mrs Christine Gibson  acvgibson@sky.com  
01257 260555  

Flower Guild 

Secretary:  

Mrs Freda Armstrong  
01257 262918  

Tower Captain:  Dr Victoria Gibson   0792 1010900  

Church Hall:  Mr Paul Clegg  Manager/Booking 

churchhall@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 
07821328337 

Sunday School: Church Hall  2nd Sunday (Eucharist Service) in Church 

St George’s 

Primary School:  

Mr Andy Purcell, Head Teacher  
01257 262323  

Men’s Fellowship: 2nd Wednesday 7.30pm, Church Hall  01257 426335  

Mothers’ Union:  2nd & last Thursday 7.30pm, Church Hall  

Thursday Ladies’ 

Circle:  

1st & 3rd Thursday 7.30pm, Church Hall  

St George’s 

Rainbows: 

Kelly Beesley 

Tuesday 5pm, Church Hall 
0796 6909747  

St George’s 

Brownies:  

Kelly Beesley 

Tuesday 6.15pm, Church Hall  
0796 6909747 

St George’s 

Guides:  

Anne Hesketh Tuesday 7.15pm, Church Hall  
0771 2350472  

Badminton Club: Monday 8pm, Church Hall   
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Dramatic & Musical Society:  Friday 7pm, Church Hall  

Church Institute: Monday - Thursday 2pm - 11pm,  

Friday & Saturday 2pm - 12 midnight 

Sunday 12 noon - 11pm 
01257 413107 

Beaver Scouts:    Monday 6.15pm 

Scouts:                 Monday 7.30pm 

Cub Scouts:         Tuesday 6.50pm  

Jackie Beesley (GSL) 01257 270770 

Rainbows:            Wednesday 5.30pm   Eileen Entwisle 

Brownies:             Wednesday 6.45pm  Lynsey Torrens  

Guides:      Thursday 6.45pm Jackie Beesley  01257 270770  

Red Bank  

I now cast this little Publication into your hands earnestly hoping that 

it may meet with your approbation, and enable you to spend a 

happy and profitable hour whilst reading over its pages". 

Rev. John Stock 1863, The Messenger first issue 
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 Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

December is a time of preparation. For a number of weeks my wife, 

Natalie, has been ordering Christmas cards which we will have to start 

writing soon, and making a list of potential Christmas presents for the 

various members of our extended family. No doubt, you or your partner 

have been doing much the same thing. We prepare like mad for 

Christmas, and if we do it well, then there are Christmas presents 

wrapped and ready to be opened on Christmas morning, all the cards 

have been written and posted - in time for the postal deadlines - and the 

turkey pops out of the oven just in time for Christmas Day lunch. We 

plan and prepare like mad for one day of the year, so that it will be - we 

hope - perfect. December is a time of preparation, a time to prepare for 

Christmas.  

For the Church too, December is a time of preparation, a time to prepare 

for Christmas. The season of Advent - meaning coming or arriving - is all 

about preparing for Jesus’ arrival, His advent into the world. But, you 

might say, why prepare for something that has already happened? Why 

prepare for Jesus’ arrival when we all know He arrived in Bethlehem 

some two thousand years ago. Well, of course, the season of Advent 

*does* encourage us to look back to the prophecies in the Old 

Testament which predicted Jesus’ arrival in Bethlehem, but not so we 

can get ready for that arrival, but rather as a way of getting ready 

for another advent, another arrival. We look back to Jesus’s first advent, 

His first coming, in order to help us to prepare for His second advent, His 

second coming. One of the famous Advent readings is of course, the cry 

of John the Baptist, who we are told in Matthew’s Gospel came: 

preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying,  

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is he who was spoken 
of through the prophet Isaiah: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him.’” 

John the Baptist, the one sent by God, to ‘prepare the way of the Lord’ 

was telling God’s people to get ready for Jesus, and to get ready for 

Jesus by turning their heart to him, by cleaning out their lives of all that 

might get in their way of loving Him. Perhaps you have prepared the 
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house in a similar way, cleaned out the junk, the rubbish, the old toys in 

order to make way for whatever might arrive on Christmas Day; so John - 

and so the Church in Advent - is encouraging you to get rid of whatever is 

hindering your Christian life so that you’re ready for when Jesus comes, 

when He appears for His second Advent, His second coming. After all, we 

spend so long preparing for the giving of presents and the arrival of the 

family, and in the grand scheme of things it is of small consequence if 

things go wrong. But when Jesus arrives for His second advent, that will 

quite literally be the end of the world, so we ought to make sure we’re 

ready!!  

I don’t know about you, but I often find that Christmas Day itself isn’t quite 

what I had hoped it might be. I always enjoy Advent, I always enjoy the 

getting ready, the preparing for Christmas, but somehow Christmas Day 

itself never seems to quite live up to the hype, and I wonder if it isn’t 

because I wasn’t really prepared. I prepare for the party, I prepare for the 

presents, but so often I forget to prepare my heart. I miss out on the real 

meaning of Christmas, the love of God shown in Jesus, because I haven’t 

prepared to receive it. Each year in our shops ‘Christmas arrives earlier’ and 

by that we mean the opportunities to shop for presents, the opportunity to 

get ready for the party seemingly arrive a little bit earlier. And because the 

world starts preparing for the party we feel rushed into doing the same. But 

this year, I hope you’ll join me in holding off Christmas a little longer, and 

instead make the most of Advent. Use the season of Advent to prepare 

your heart for the second coming of Christ, and I’m convinced that we’ll find 

that Christmas actually turns out to be even more special as a result - 

perhaps as special as you’d hoped. Sure, buy your presents, and prepare 

the tree, but be sure to spend some time in prayer, giving to God all that you 

feel guilty about, all that you worry about, and all that you can do nothing to 

change. Start using new devotional which is available from church, if it will 

help you to focus. Prepare your hearts this Advent and find that Christmas 

is better as a result.  

God bless you this Advent. God Bless you this Christmas. And may the 

New Year find us closer to God than we’ve ever been before. 

 

 

 

Fr Mike 
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Help The Homeless 

As winter approaches we turn our thoughts once again to those in our 

community less fortunate than ourselves. From late November the 

Christmas Gift Tree will be in Church, complete with tags denoting 

various items, such as Man’s hat, Lady’s gloves etc. If you are able, 

please take a tag, buy the said item and return it wrapped in the 

following weeks. 

We will also be having a Toy Collection on Sunday 12
th
 December 

when you can bring in a new unwrapped toy or gift for a teenager. 

 These will then be taken to Dorothy House (Help the Homeless) who 

will distribute them to those in need on our streets and in the 

community in time for Christmas. 

Thank you for your continued support of these initiatives. 

Elizabeth Wilding on behalf of the Mission and Discipleship Committee. 
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Men’s Fellowship Group (MFG) 

Visit to Astley Hall. 

It has been a busy month since the report on the meeting at which 

John Hilton was our guest. One of the activities has been a tour of the 

renovation work being undertaken at Astley Hall. With the size of the 

party being limited to 

10 people (Health and 

Safety – Alan, include 

your photo of everyone 

in hard hat and visible 

jacket) we had to 

organize two trips to 

accommodate the 

numbers wishing to 

attend, and that still left 

some people who 

could not attend due to 

Covid or the times of 

the visit. All that can be 

said is that a visit to the Hall to see the work in progress should be on 

your bucket list. The second of the tours was international in nature 

(see photo) with 

Stephen Pollard’s 

sister-in-law, 

Pamela, being one 

of the group. Pamela 

lives in Washington 

State, in Oak Harbor 

on Whidbey Island 

which is about mid-

way between Seattle 

and the Canadian 

border, quite a 

distance from 
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Chorley and Astley Hall. We were also joined by a young student who 

had recently become a volunteer “Friend of Astley Hall.” We hope that 

they felt “at home” with the group, leaving after having an enjoyable 

and informative couple of hours. 

The tour guide was 

Mitchel Robinson 

who is the Museum 

Officer with 

responsibility for 

Education and 

Engagement. His 

explanation of what 

was taking place and 

how the secrets of 

the original 

construction were 

beginning to unfold and identify additional work and therefore 

additional costs, was of the highest order. Each member will have 

memories of their own highlights of the visit but the images presented 

are examples of what was seen.  

As already mentioned, a trip to Astley Hall can be highly 

recommended. 

An Evening with Reverend Michael. 

This took the form of a meeting in the Church Hall with David Horsfield 

leading the format of a “question and answer” session. While David 

started the meeting there was a constant flow of questions from the 

round dozen present, eliciting responses about the past, the present 

and the future of both Reverend Michael himself and our church. One 

of the significant influences upon his life and his life changing decision 

to enter the priesthood were the writings of C. S. Lewis, probably best 

known for his books, The Chronicles of Narnia and The Lion, The 

Witch and The Wardrobe. While being recognized as a children’s 

writer Lewis wrote a range other books: try the Screwtape Letters/

Mere Christianity, which, though not defined as being “children’s 
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books,” can be recommended. Two of those present at the meeting are 

themselves Ordained,  Ken Barrett and Peter Smith, with Ken being 

able to present his 

reflections of how it was 

some 50 years ago. (Alan 

photo with the caption – 

“well, it wasn’t like that in 

my time”). This did not 

inhibit the flow or challenge 

of questions which was 

maintained until it became 

necessary to call a halt to 

the discussion and partake 

of refreshments. The fayre 

was pie and peas, which 

necessitated using the 

oven on this occasion, an event in its own right. of “how many does it 

take to light an oven). We managed. 

The Group was 

able to express 

its sincerest of 

thanks to 

Reverend 

Michael for 

agreeing to put 

himself in the 

“hot seat” and 

for his 

responses 

enabling us to 

reflect upon 

what had been interesting, informative and re-assuring time together. 

St. George’s can face the future with confidence.  

Bill Greenwood 

how many does it take to light an oven 

“well, it wasn’t like that in my time” 
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How the Three Wise Men chose the presents 

You will all have heard of Orient are as in " we three kings "but you 

may not know that the full name is Orient 'R Us that well known 

eastern emporium. 

Anyway the three kings met before leaving on their journey to discuss 

what presents to take. 

It was easy. Joseph was a carpenter so they would buy him either a 

work-mate or some new tools. Mary- Lingerie, all ladies like lingerie. 

The baby -a romper suit or a baby-gro would be the thing. So off they 

went to the shops. 

When they got to the DIY shop there were all sorts of workmates and 

lots of different sets of tools so they decided to give that more thought 

and go back later. When they got to the lingerie shop they couldn't 

decide who should go in nor what colour or size or style or length Mary 

would like so they felt they'd give that more thought as well. When they 

got to the baby shop it was full of screaming infants so they decided 

to go for a drink, or two, and go back when it was quieter. Of course, 

they then forgot all about what they'd originally gone out to do until 

they were on their way home, when they remembered. Fortunately 

they were just going past Orient 'R Us so they thought they'd see if 

there was anything suitable in there.  

The first thing they saw was Gold. The perfect present for 
Joseph. You can't go wrong with Gold can 
you ?  Then they saw Frankincense. That's 
perfume isn't it?. All ladies like perfume don't 
they? Then they saw Myrrh. They didn't know 
what it was but it's only for a baby isn't it? 
Diane Sparks 

St George’s Quiz 

The latest version “On The High Street” is now available from the back 

of Church or direct from Bill Walker ( 07951079359). The price is £1 

and all proceeds go to the Restoration Fund. The closing date for 

entries is 13th February, 2022.” 
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Parish Magazine 2022 Dates 

Issue Deadline (Sunday) Available (Sunday) 

February 23rd January 6th February 

March 20th February 6th March 

April 20th March 3rd April 

May 17th April 1st May 

June 22nd May 5th June 

July/August 19th June 3rd July 

September 21st August 4th September 

October 18th September 2nd October 

November 23rd October 6th November 

December/January 20th November 4th December 

Contributions for inclusion in The Messenger can be given to  

Chris Gibson or can be emailed to acvgibson@sky.com  

Three Wise Women  

Have you ever stopped to consider what would have happened if it had 

been Three Wise Women as opposed to Three Wise Men? 

1- They would have asked for directions. 
2 - They would have arrived on time. 
3- They would have helped with the birth.  
4-They would have cleaned the stable.  
5- They would have prepared a casserole.  
6 -They would have brought sensible gifts. 
7- They would have made a reservation at the inn. 

Diane Sparks 
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Thursday Ladies Circle 

A big thank you goes out to two of our regular speakers Bill Walker 
who gave us an interesting talk on how to solve the clues when doing 
a quiz, especially one of his quizzes. I still don’t think it will help me 
Bill, also to David Horsfield, whose very informative talk on Henry 
Hibbert, was very interesting, and we all had a very enjoyable evening. 
We all look forward to both of you returning to our group with another 
fascinating talk next year, thanks again.  

Another thank you goes to Diane Sparks who organized a quiz for us 
at our meeting in October. Diane was unable to attend the meeting, so 
Diane Greenwood was the quiz master. What a super night  we had, 
such a good laugh, we look forward to the next one. 

Next we filled shoe boxes for International Aid, and as always we had 
a great response and filled 22 boxes for people less 
fortunate than ourselves, sending from St George’s a 
total of 31 boxes. Well done to everyone. 

Future meetings 

2nd Dec  Christmas Meal. At the Cosmopolitan 
16th Dec. A Christmas Flower Arrangement 
Everyone Welcome, 

Cath Jolly  

International Aid Shoebox Appeal 

Thank you so much for your generous contributions to the above 
appeal. 31 Shoeboxes have been safely delivered to the warehouse 
ready to be dispatched early December. We have also had several 
virtual boxes donated . Your gifts 
will bring much needed joy to 
children and adults living in 
poverty around the world . 

Thank you again. Elizabeth 
Wilding on behalf of the Mission 
and Discipleship Team. 
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Mothers’ Union 

As I write this it's hard to think that another year 

is nearly coming to an end.  We only started 

actually meeting in person in September, but 

since then we've had a Prayer meeting with full 

Communion, an AGM, 5 meetings with talks on 

varied things and will be going out for our Christmas meal on 9th 

December.   

Not bad in four months.   We have of course, as a Mothers' Union 

branch never stopped doing things during the time we haven't been 

able to meet.  

Our participation in the Washbag Scheme seems to know no bounds 

thanks to everyone doing 'their bit', and I also mean members of the 

congregation.  Without your donations we couldn't have kept up with 

the demand. 

The only thing lacking are  members -  new Young(er) members,   

Most of us are now in our 70s/80s/90s (hope the ones who are 

younger forgive me) of which 2 of these are now Indoor Members.   

By the time you read this another younger member will have been 

enrolled and for that we are grateful but don't forget anyone can join 

the Mothers' Union. 

You don't have to be married, you don't have to be a woman because 

men can also join.    YOU CAN BE ANYONE so long as you have 

been baptised.   We need a younger generation so that we have a 

healthy branch at St. George's going into 2022.  If you are interested 

we would love to welcome you. 

On that note we wish all members of the Congregation a Blessed 

Christmas and Peaceful New Year.  

Gloria Dunseath 

Branch Secretary 
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Spotlight on Safeguarding 
Christmas and New Year can be difficult and 

challenging. Here are a few organisations that 

can help you. Reach out, you are not alone. 

Anxiety UK 

Charity providing support if you have been 

diagnosed with an anxiety condition. 

Phone: 03444 775 774 (Monday to Friday, 9.30am to 5.30pm) 

Website: www.anxietyuk.org.uk 
Men's Health Forum 

24/7 stress support for men by text, chat and email. 

Website: www.menshealthforum.org.uk 
Mental Health Foundation 

Provides information and support for anyone with mental health 

problems or learning disabilities. 

Website: www.mentalhealth.org.uk 

Mind 

Promotes the views and needs of people with mental health 

problems. 

Phone: 0300 123 3393 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 6pm) 

Website: www.mind.org.uk 

No Panic 

Voluntary charity offering support for sufferers of panic attacks 

and obsessive compulsive disorder (OCD). Offers a course to 

help overcome your phobia or OCD. 

Phone: 0844 967 4848 (daily, 10am to 10pm). Calls cost 5p per 

minute plus your phone provider's Access Charge 

Website: www.nopanic.org.uk 

http://www.anxietyuk.org.uk/
https://www.menshealthforum.org.uk/beatstress.uk
http://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/
http://www.mind.org.uk/
http://www.nopanic.org.uk/
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PAPYRUS 

Young suicide prevention society. 

Phone: HOPElineUK 0800 068 4141 (Monday to Friday, 10am to 5pm 

and 7pm to 10pm, and 2pm to 5pm on weekends) 

Website: www.papyrus-uk.org 

Samaritans 

Confidential support for people experiencing feelings of distress or 

despair. 

Phone: 116 123 (free 24-hour helpline) 

Website: www.samaritans.org.uk 

YoungMinds 

Information on child and adolescent mental health. Services for 

parents and professionals. 

Phone: Parents' helpline 0808 802 5544 (Monday to Friday, 9.30am to 

4pm) 

Website: www.youngminds.org.uk 

NSPCC 

Children's charity dedicated to ending child abuse and child cruelty. 

Phone: 0800 1111 for Childline for children (24-hour helpline) 

0808 800 5000 for adults concerned about a child (24-hour helpline) 

Website: www.nspcc.org.uk 

Refuge 

Advice on dealing with domestic violence. 

Phone: 0808 2000 247 (24-hour helpline) 

Website: www.refuge.org.uk 

http://www.papyrus-uk.org/
http://www.samaritans.org/
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.refuge.org.uk/


Page 18 

 
Alcoholics Anonymous 

A free self-help group. Its "12 step" programme involves getting sober 

with the help of regular face-to-face and online support groups. 

Phone: 0800 917 7650 (24-hour helpline) 

Website: www.alcoholics-anonymous.org.uk 

Alzheimer's Society 

Provides information on dementia, including factsheets and helplines. 

Phone: 0300 222 1122 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm and 10am to 

4pm on weekends) 

Website: www.alzheimers.org.uk 

Dementia UK  

Providing support for all aspects of dementia. 

Web Site: www.dementiauk.org 

Cruse Bereavement Care 

Phone: 0808 808 1677 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm) 

Website: www.cruse.org.uk 

Rape Crisis 

To find your local services phone: 0808 802 9999 (daily, 12pm to 

2.30pm and 7pm to 9.30pm) 

Website: www.rapecrisis.org.uk 

Victim Support 

Phone: 0808 168 9111 (24-hour helpline) 

Website: www.victimsupport.org 
 

 

http://www.alcoholics-anonymous.org.uk/
http://www.alzheimers.org.uk/
http://www.dementiauk.org
http://www.cruse.org.uk/home
http://www.rapecrisis.org.uk/
https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/
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FRANK 

Free, confidential information and advice about drugs, their effects and 

the law. FRANK's live chat service runs daily from 2pm to 6pm. 

Phone: 0300 1236600 (24-hour helpline) 

Text a question to: 82111 

Website: https://www.talktofrank.com/ 

Website: https://smartrecovery.org.uk/ 

Gamblers Anonymous 

A free self-help group. Its "12 step" programme involves stopping 

gambling with the help of regular face-to-face and online support 

groups. 

Phone: 0330 094 0322 (24-hour) 

Website: https://www.gamblersanonymous.org.uk/ 

Mencap 

Charity working with people with a learning disability, their families and 

carers. 

Phone: 0808 808 1111 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm) 

Website: www.mencap.org.uk 

Family Lives 

Advice on all aspects of parenting, including dealing with bullying. 

Phone: 0808 800 2222 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 9pm and Saturday 

to Sunday, 10am to 3pm) 

Website: www.familylives.org.uk 

https://www.talktofrank.com/
https://smartrecovery.org.uk/
https://www.gamblersanonymous.org.uk/
http://www.mencap.org.uk/
http://familylives.org.uk/
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Relate 

The UK's largest provider of relationship support. 

Website: www.relate.org.uk 

For immediate concerns about a child or adult please call 0300 123 
6720 or out of hours 0300 123 6722. For life threatening concerns 
please call the Police on 999. For further information about 
safeguarding or raising a concern within Church please contact me on 
safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 0792 1010 900 

Wishing you a peaceful Christmas and New Year. 

Victoria,  

Dr Victoria Gibson, Parish Safeguarding Officer 

The History Page  

As we reach Christmas and the end of 2021, a glance back two 

hundred years would find Chorley chapel of ease, later to be named St 

George’s very much a practical proposition. Thomas Rickman, the 

architect, had plans passed, a site had been secured and the 

commencement of building was due in the following year. 

Rickman’s diary, to which he contributed a daily narrow page in hasty 

scrawl, gives a good guide to his thoughts. Despite suffering several 

business disappointments and personal tragedies, he always, at the 

close of a year, thanked Providence for the blessings he had received. 

He was a committed Quaker and would attend Sunday meeting 

wherever business took him. Despite his non-conformity, he became a 

good colleague to many Anglican ministers and a personal friend of 

that great church builder John William Whittaker, vicar of Blackburn. 

In December 1821 he had much cause for satisfaction and gratitude. 
St George’s Birmingham, along with St George’s Barnsley, was now 
complete. He could now look forward to Chorley, with solid experience 
in building for the Church Building Commissioners behind him. 

Bill Walker 

http://www.relate.org.uk/
mailto:safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk
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Mission Statement of St George's Church  
In the name of Christ, 

we seek to love and serve God and His people. 

Please pray for those struggling with illnesses of any 
sort, and especially for: 

Edna Corbett, John & Hilary Lowe, Kathleen Allman, 
Alice Blacklidge, Margaret Sellers, Nicola Starkie, 
Audrey Sibbald, Danielle Harker, Brenda Feeney, 

Alison Freeney & Irene Haworth  

And for the family of  
Sheila Astley & Gary Mayren 

who have died recently. 

Holy  

Baptism 
Holy Matrimony  

Harrison Clark Costello None 
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Week Beg: - £ £ £ Includes mid–week 

24th Oct 31.00 203.00 769.00 30 90 77 

31st Oct 44.00 160.00 771.00 13 99 84 

7th Nov 25.00 162.50 793.00 23 103 84 

14th Nov 63.50 280.00 793.00 53 165 131 
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From the School 

September seems like a distant memory. It has been a long and busy 

Autumn Term. We are all looking forward to Christmas and our whole 

staff team would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas and a 

wonderful New Year.  This term has been packed with activities, 

visitors into school, educational visits outside of school and of course 

our monthly visits to church. This has all been in addition to our staff 

and children working extremely hard to cover the national curriculum 

and to ensure our children all fulfil their potential.  Our school 

continues to grow with additional children starting all of the time which 

is a wonderful compliment and testimony to the team here. 

Diwali Celebrations 

Children in Reception have been learning about Diwali’, the Hindu 

‘Festival of Light’. We found out why the festival is important and we 

also explored the different ways they celebrate this festival.  Prags, 

from Cultural Education, came in to tell us how she celebrates Diwali 

with her family. She read the story of Rama and Sita and brought in 

some of her beautiful clothes and artefacts for us to share. We made 

special diva lamps using clay. We had to push our thumbs into the ball 

of clay and then squeeze it round the edges to make a bowl shape. It 

was hard work! When it had dried, we painted it different colours and 

decorated it with sequins. We put a tea light in each of them and they 

looked beautiful when we lit them. We also found out about Rangoli 

patterns and how they bring good luck. We loved the different shapes 

and colours of the Rangoli Patterns so we decided to make our own 

using different coloured lentils and beans. We loved learning all about 

Diwali but it was also very interesting to think about the similarities 

between Diwali and other religious celebrations. We realised that for 
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lots of celebrations we give gifts and often eat lots of lovely and 

interesting food! 

Quotes from the Children 

“They (Hindus) put Rangoli patterns 

on the door step. They want people 

(Lakshmi -the goddess of wealth and 

fortune) to visit.” Toby (Class 2) 

“Ravana is the demon king. He had 

ten heads and twenty arms. He took 

Sita to the demon castle.” Mabel 

(Class 2) “Girls decorate their hands 

with henna at Diwali.” Freya (Class 1) “Diwali 

means row of lights.” Oscar (Class 1) 

Harry & Isla- Mt Everest Virtual 
Challenge 

Congratulations to 

Harry and Isla from 

Class 5 who have 

raised over £500 

pounds for Derian House Children’s 

Hospice.  

The siblings wanted to challenge 

themselves, learn something new and 

raise vital funds for a local charity. They 

“We are very grateful and 

lucky to be healthy. Some 

children have problems 

which means they have 

shorter lives.” 

“Derian House is a 

hospice that do a lot to 

help children.” 
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wanted to fundraise so they could help 

children and young people, whose lives are 

too short, to make happy memories in an 

environment of fun, respect and above all, 

high quality care. 

They are taking part in a virtual challenge 

where together they will cover the same 

distance from the bottom to the top of Mount 

Everest. This is 40 miles/64.2 kilometres. The 

siblings will do 2-5 k runs or cycles as often as 

they can to reach the total within 6 weeks. 

Along the way, the pair will receive virtual post 

cards of where they would be on the route to the summit and they hope 

to share these with their supporters via social media.  

Remembrance Day  

At 11 o'clock, of the 11th day, of the 11th month, we remembered 

those people who had given their lives for the peace and freedom we 

enjoy today. On this day, we came together as a school to silently 

reflect on the sacrifices made by our brave service men and women. 

Mrs Harrison told us a story about a 

WW1 soldier called William Massey. He 

is former pupil of St George’s.  William 

left school at the age of thirteen to start 

full time work at a local mill. Aged 

sixteen, he joined the Loyal North 

Lancashire Regiment. Because of his 

age, he was sent to France in 1917. 

William took part in the first battle of 

Cambrai in Northern France which is 

noted as first mass use of tanks. After 

some initial success, British soldiers 

were pushed back by a massive German 

counter attack. It was then that William 
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became a prisoner of war. 

Despite the privations of life 

as a prisoner of war, his 

chances of survival in 

captivity were better than 

had he remained in the 

trenches.  

Each child in school hand 

crafted their own poppy 

using a variety of media, 

felt, paper and cellophane. 

We created displays 

throughout school to serve as a constant reminder of all those who fought 

for our freedom and for those who continue to fight for peace in our world 

today. Year 6 children have been studying the famous WW1 poem: Dulce 

et Decorum Est by Wilfred Owen. Inspired by the powerful language and 

imagery in the poem, Y6 produced some stunning poems of their own.  

I always feel privileged that I get to spend part of the Christmas period 

with young children, for surely, Christmas is the perfect time of year for 

being around young people. The pure joy, innocence, and magic of 

Christmas for children is infectious and is a great antidote to the 

negativity, misery, and cynicism we often are confronted with in society. 

I would like to thank all our friends from St George’s Church, for your 

continued support and to wish you and your loved ones a restful 

Christmas and a New Year of health and happiness. 

Louise Darlington  Assistant Headteacher  

Thank You 

The Birkett and Armstrong Family thank all who supported the 'Coffee 
Morning' in the Church Hall on Saturday 20th November. 

We are delighted that £800 was raised for the M. S. Trust. All proceeds 

will be used for M. S. Nurses (badly needed) and important research into 

the disease. 
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Message from the Editor 

Despite all the challenges we faced this year, our Parish Magazine 
was produced every month on time and full of interesting articles.  

So, there are many people that I must thank who helped make this all 
work - all contributors for a range of material, Fr Mike for his monthly 
Letters, Alan for his expert formatting, Netta for organising the 
distribution of the printed copies, the distributors and Paul for copying 
the text. 

Let us look forward to a happy Christmas and a more peaceful 2022. 

Chris Gibson Editor  

CHRISTMAS 2021 
(COVID-secure) 

19th SUNDAY  

 9.30am Eucharist for the 4th Sunday of Advent. 

 6.30pm Christmas Nine Lessons & Carols. 

   (shared with St Laurence’s & St Peter’s) 

 

22nd WEDNESDAY  

  10am Communion Service. 

 

24th CHRISTMAS EVE 

 4pm Children’s Nativity Service. 

 6pm The First Communion of 

Christmas. 

 

25th CHRISTMAS DAY 

 9.30am Christmas Day Eucharist. 

  (children bring one present to show everyone) 

 

26th SUNDAY  

 9.30am Eucharist for the Feast of St Stephen. 
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Special Thoughts 

It's amazing and incredible,  

But it's as true as it can be, 

God loves and understands  

us all 

And that means YOU and ME -  

His grace is all sufficient 

For both the YOUNG and OLD, 

For the lonely and the timid, 

For the brash and the bold  

His love knows no exceptions 

So never feel excluded, 

No matter WHO or WHAT  

you are 

Your name has been included. 

Helen Steiner Rice  

Sponsored by Alan Fairclough 

Let us not love with words or 

speech,  

but with Actions and in Truth. 

1 John 3. 18  

Sponsored by  

Gerald Carter  

Loving Father help me 

focus on those things You 

want me to be concerned 

about and leave the rest 

of the universe to You. 

Sponsored by  

Kathleen & Brian Allman 

The “Lord” is the strength of my 

life, 

of whom then, 

should I be afraid. 

Psalm 27-1 

Sponsored by  

Edna Corbett 

If any reader would like to have their own 

thought please contact 

Chris Gibson. 
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