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 Vicar: The Revd Michael Print BA (Hons), BTh 

(Oxon) 

Confession and Sick Visits please notify the Vicar 

 

vicar@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

www.stgeorgechorley.co.uk 

01257 263064  

Services: Wednesday 10am Eucharist 

                 Sunday 9.30am Eucharist 

Church Wardens:  Mr John Bradley  jm.bradley@sky.com  
Mr Stephen Pollard  pollards_13@tiscali.co.uk 

0737 5047982 

0756 8502770 

Parish 

Safeguarding 

Officer 

Dr Victoria Gibson LLB MA MRes PhD FCMI    

safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 0792 1010 900 

Organist & 

Choirmaster:  

Mr Gordon Blackledge ARCO FTCL  
01257 274922  

Verger:  Mr Graham Schofield  0798 1178764  

Parish Magazine 

Editor:  

Mrs Christine Gibson  acvgibson@sky.com  
01257 260555  

Flower Guild 

Secretary:  

Mrs Freda Armstrong  
01257 262918  

Tower Captain:  Dr Victoria Gibson   0792 1010900  

Church Hall:  Mr Paul Clegg  Manager/Booking 

churchhall@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 
07821328337 

All Meetings in Hall and Red Bank suspended due to Covidi-19 

Sunday School: Church Hall  2nd Sunday (Eucharist Service) in Church 

St George’s 

Primary School:  

Mr Andy Purcell, Head Teacher  
01257 262323  

Men’s Fellowship: 2nd Wednesday 7.30pm, Church Hall  01257 426335  

Mothers’ Union:  2nd & last Thursday 7.30pm, Church Hall  

Thursday Ladies’ 

Circle:  

1st & 3rd Thursday 7.30pm, Church Hall  

St George’s 

Rainbows: 

Kelly Beesley 

Tuesday 5pm, Church Hall 
0796 6909747  

St George’s 

Brownies:  

Kelly Beesley 

Tuesday 6.15pm, Church Hall  
0796 6909747 

St George’s 

Guides:  

Anne Hesketh Tuesday 7.15pm, Church Hall  
0771 2350472  

Badminton Club: Monday 8pm, Church Hall   
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Dramatic & Musical 

Society:  

Friday 7pm, Church Hall  

Church Institute: Open Monday to Thursday 2pm-5pm & 

7pm-11pm; Friday & Saturday 2pm-

12midnight; Sunday 12noon-11pm 

 

01257 413107 

Beaver Scouts:    Monday 6.15pm 

Scouts:                 Monday 7.30pm 

Cub Scouts:         Tuesday 6.50pm  

Jackie Beesley (GSL) 01257 270770 

Rainbows:            Wednesday 5.30pm   Kate Walsh   

Brownies:             Wednesday 6.45pm  Lynsey Torrens  

Guides:      Thursday 6.45pm Jackie Beesley  01257 270770  

Red Bank  

I now cast this little Publication into your hands earnestly hoping that 

it may meet with your approbation, and enable you to spend a 

happy and profitable hour whilst reading over its pages". 

Rev. John Stock 1863, The Messenger first issue 
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 Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

It’s understandable why in more normal times people in our 
country might think the Christian faith has little to say to them. Life 
seems to be pretty safe in the West. We have little to be afraid 
about, and so the big questions of life seem less relevant. Instead, 
questions like:  

Which job should I take? Where should I live? Whom should I 
marry? and How many kids should I have? might seem more 
important than: Did Jesus really rise from the dead? But these are 
not normal times, and the last year has forced us to see that while 
jobs, partners, and number of children are important there are 
bigger and more important things in the world which we need to 
think about. 

Over half of February, and the entire month of March, we have 
been journeying through Lent, a time of questioning and reflecting 
on our lives and on who God is calling us to be. In a similar way 
the whole country - indeed the world - has been journeying 
through a whole year of questioning and reflecting. Some big 
questions have been asked, from national questions about the 
need for Green Recovery, to individual questions about the place 
of faith. I have had a number of people who have never been to 
church contact me about the Christian faith, and we have seen a 
handful of new people at services. This is not surprising given that 
the pandemic has changed all of our lives, and, if we’re honest, 
there have been times in the past 12 months when we have all 
been afraid. Afraid that we might get the virus. Afraid that those we 
love might get the virus. Afraid to live, and afraid to die. Now, as 
summer approaches, and as the vaccine is being rolled out, we 
might be starting to feel more hopeful. And so now more than ever 
people will be reflecting on what we have been through, and may 
well be following up some of those big life questions. 

The first Easter morning - over 2000 years ago - the disciples were 
afraid, and most of them were hiding. No doubt the women were 
afraid too, but courageously they travel to prepare Jesus’ body. 
Death had taken their Lord but they could - at least they thought - 
give Him a proper burial. However, they don’t find a dead body, 
they find a very alive angel, and no doubt they were alarmed, they 
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were afraid. No wonder the angel begins in Mark’s Gospel by saying 
“Don’t be alarmed“! And as the angel continues with his message, it’s 
the most amazing, and perhaps for many, the most unbelievable, 
news ever: ‘Don’t be alarmed’ he said. ‘You are looking for Jesus the 
Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here’. With this, 
the angel delivers to the women who were afraid the good news, the 
gospel news, which Christians have been speaking about ever since. 
Good news, that we do not need to be afraid of our mistakes, of our 
pasts, of a virus, for our life, or even of death. Why?… for Jesus is 
risen! Jesus is risen, which proves that He is powerful enough to 
overcome anything. Jesus is risen, so nothing can stop Him. Viruses 
cannot control Him, and death cannot defeat Him. Jesus is alive, 
actually alive, right now in 2021, even though He was dead. And the 
good news, the great news, is that Jesus promises to share that life - 
that death-defying life - with us if we would just trust Him. Yes, 
Christians still get ill; Yes, Christians still die; but if we follow the One 
who rose from the dead, then death is not the end for us either! 
Those who follow Jesus do not need to be afraid of anything or 
anyone, for we - like Jesus - will rise again. And because we do not 
need to be afraid we can get out there and serve our community in 
acts of love and service, as well as sharing the Good news with those 
who will listen.  

As we rebuild after Covid, as we rebuild our church family, our 
finances, and our faith, we have a rare opportunity to reach people 
while they are thinking about wider questions than just where to live 
and which job to have. We have the chance to share with them 
something of the love of God, and the good news of Easter. Let’s 
take this opportunity and keep in mind the angel’s words “Don’t be 
alarmed… He has risen” as we reach out to the people of Chorley 

God bless, In Christ,  

Rev. Mike 
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Parish Magazine 2021 Dates 

Issue Deadline (Sunday) Available (Sunday) 

May 18th April 2nd May 

June 23rd May 6th June 

July/August 20th June 4th July 

September 22nd August 5th September 

October 19th September 3rd October 

November 24th October 7th November 

December/January 21st November 5th December 

Contributions for inclusion in The Messenger can be given to  

Chris Gibson or can be emailed to acvgibson@sky.com  

THANK YOU .... for supporting ST GEORGES 

Thank you to everyone who has supported St Georges financially over 

the last year. It has been a very challenging one for all of us in so 

many ways! 

We rely entirely on the money from our parishioners to run and 

maintain our church and our clergy (whose costs are met from our 

Parish Share contributions). We also contribute about £3,000 a year to 

the capital costs of St George's School through the diocesan fund for 

schools. 

Spring is a time when many choose to review their giving for the year 

ahead. If you want to change or set up a standing order payment for 

regular donations or make a one-off gift to St George's for Easter our 

bank details are:  

Acc. name: St Georges PCC, Acc. No: 16383850, Sort Code: 16 00 

39.  

Tony Sanderson, Treasurer. 
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Mothers’ Union 

WASHBAG SCHEME.   

Thank you to everyone who has donated so far to our washbag 
appeal. We have 24 bags filled and ready to take to St. Peter's and 
another 30 plus bags sewn. 

We never know who the recipients are, but below is a letter received 
by Revd Mike and goes to show how grateful people are to get 
one.  With your help we can carry on providing this very necessary 
response to the current situation. 

Donations can be placed in the marked bag at the back of Church and 
just to let you know that Morrisons and Tesco sell their own brand 
toothpaste whch is very reasonable i.e Morrison is 30p a tube.  No 
need to pay more because everything is taken out of packaging to be 
placed in the bags. 

Gloria Dunseath 
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Spotlight on Safeguarding 

 

This month, I would like to focus on financial 
abuse. 

Financial abuse is a type of abuse which 
includes having money or other property stolen, being 
defrauded, being put under pressure in relation to money or 
other property and having money or other property misused. 

What is financial abuse? 

It’s a type of abuse that can start subtle and is often hard to 
detect. 

When defining financial abuse, we know there are many elements 
at play. It is true that financial abuse often involves or is 
associated with: 

• Someone taking or misusing someone else’s money or 

belongings for their own gain 

• Harming, depriving or disadvantaging the victim 

• Controlling someone’s purchases or access to money 

• Often associated with other forms of abuse 

• Doesn’t always involve a crime like theft or fraud 

Types of financial abuse 

What financial abuse looks like can vary which can make it 
difficult to detect and identify. Financial abuse can be concerning 
money, property or belongings. 

Financial abuse might look like: 

• Borrowing money and not giving it back 

• Stealing money or belongings 

• Taking pension payments or other benefit away from 

someone 

• Taking money as payment for coming to visit or spending 

time together 
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• Forcing someone to sell their home or assets without consent 

• Tricking someone into bad investments 

• Forcing someone to make changes in wills, property or 

inheritance 

Signs of financial abuse 

If  you suspect that you, or someone you know might be a victim of 
financial abuse, here are some of the behaviours and signs that 
might suggest financial abuse could be happening: 

• Unexplained money loss 

• Lack of money to pay for essentials such as rent, bills and food 

• Inability to access or check bank accounts and bank balance 

• Changes or deterioration in standards of living e.g. not having 

items or things they would usually have 

• Unusual or inappropriate purchases in bank statements 

• Isolation and withdrawal from friends and family 

• Lack of things you’d expect someone to be able to afford e.g. 

TV, grooming items, clothing 

Who commits financial abuse? 

Financial abuse can be committed by anyone anywhere, even 
people employed to provide care. 

This might include: 

• Spouses, friends, family and neighbours 

• People employed to provide care 

• Volunteers 

• Strangers 

Who is at risk of financial abuse? 

Financial abuse can affect anyone. It often takes place where there 
is an unequal balance of power. This can happen when: 

• Someone is a victim of another form of abuse such as domestic 

abuse or violence 

• Someone has a learning disability 
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• Someone has a medical condition 

• Someone takes medication 

Helplines 

As financial abuse is often associated with other forms of abuse, there 
are helplines associated with other forms of abuse which can help: 

Action on Elder Abuse 

National Domestic Violence Helpline 

Victim Support 

Safeguarding Prayer 

Holy God, as we look around at so much brokenness, inspire each of 
us to become repairers and restorers of the precious lives you create – 
both for others and for ourselves. Through Him who gave Himself for 

us, and ever lives to forgive, heal and restore all who turn to Him, 
Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen 

Dr Victoria Gibson, Parish Safeguarding Officer  

safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk   

 

Thank You 

My name is Janet Berry. I am Audrey Clark's Daughter. 

I would like to thank everyone for their love, support and prayers 

following my Mum's recent surgery. 

Thank you. God bless you all. 

May I also express my thanks and second Janet's words.  

Audrey 

https://www.elderabuse.org.uk/
http://www.nationaldomesticviolencehelpline.org.uk/
https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/
mailto:safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk


Page 12 

 

Saint George's Flower Guild  

Easter flowers in Church this year are to be kept to a minimum on the 
advice of the Vicar and Church Wardens. 

The Flower Rota for the remainder of the year will not be assembled. 
However, should parishioners, who normally contribute to the Rota for 
Church flowers still wish to contribute, their donations will be given for 
Church expenses. This advice again given by the Vicar and Church 
Wardens. 

The Flower Guild 
members wish you a 
Happy and Blessed 
Easter with the hope 
that 'Flowers in Church' 
will resume later in the 
year. 

Freda Armstrong 

Flower Guild Secretary 
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From the School 

We started the month of March with a 

definite spring in our step! We were 

overjoyed to welcome back all our 

pupils on Monday 8
th
 March. Seeing the 

children skipping and running back to 

school (and the staff equally excited to 

welcome them back) has been joyous. 

We have waited so long for the long-

awaited return of the children and to 

hear laughter, chatter, bustle and noise 

in the classrooms, corridors and 

playground once again is so uplifting. 

Thank you once again to all our friends 

at St George’s Church for your 

incredible support and prayers during yet another incredibly tough 

period of lock down. It really is appreciated. 

Living Eggs  

Eggs before Easter is a firm tradition at St George's. Living Eggs is a 

special programme where children can learn about the life cycle of a 

chicken. The programme involves eggs being delivered to school; 

these are then put in an incubator where the children can observe 

them at school and at home via our website. When the chicks hatch, 

they must remain in the incubator until their feathers are all dry and 

fluffy. They are then moved to a special box called a brooder; the 

children helped to get their new home ready, so the chicks felt cosy.  

All of the children had an opportunity for a cuddle of our chicks and 

remembered the importance of washing their hands. 
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World Book Day  

This year we had to celebrate 

World Book Day a little differently... 

but that didn't stop us having fun! 

All children and staff came to 

school on Thursday 11
th
 March 

dressed as their favourite book 

character. We were delighted to be visited 

by a children’s author called Ian 

MacDonald. He talked to the children 

during two assemblies about his work as 

a children’s author, read some of his 

stories, delivered an illustration workshop 

and gave some special tips to pupils 

about their own reading and writing. In 

addition, all 

staff 

members recorded their own version of a 

‘CBeebies Bedtime Story’ which 

premiered on our Facebook Page each 

night during the week of World Book 

Day. I am told, many children in school 

enjoyed sharing the story ‘Zog’ with Mrs 

Harrison and her two beautiful children.  

The New Library is Officially Open! 

Our school is strongly committed to improving literacy and knows the 

importance of reading for pleasure. I am delighted to inform you that 

the school has recently made a significant investment in our library. 

We selected new books, new furniture, lighting, decorations and 

installed a new library system. This is now an area that is used by all 

classes and our young librarians are currently in the process of 

training other pupils and staff how to use the book system and how to 

check books in and out of the library. This is now an area that is full of 
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Week Beg: - £ £ £ Includes mid–week 

21st  February 48.50 272.50 761 11 106  75 

28th February 47.00 169.50 800 22 112 86 

7th March 99.00 372.50 805 30 120 94 

14TH March 46.50 64.00 805 16 98 81 

Alexander Pope 1715 from The Temple of Fame 

The flying Rumours gather'd as they roll'd, 

Scarce any Tale was sooner heard than told; 

And all who told it, added something new, 

And all who heard it, made Enlargements too. 

Audrey Clark 

high-quality texts and a space our 

pupils can use as relaxations to 

read or listen to some of our 

audiobooks. 

We hope you are all well in these 

peculiar times. It is more important 

than ever to wish every one of 

you, families and friends, a very 

happy and holy Easter when it 

arrives. We hope that you are able 

to spend some safe, quality time 

together, even virtually. 

Kind Regards,                                                                                                                

Louise Darlington (Assistant Headteacher)  
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CACTI 

If anyone is interested in Cacti, I have a large piece that is ready for 
planting.  It broke off the original and I've no room in my green-
house.  Will need to be collected but free.  Speak to Gloria or phone 
01257 278254. 

Gloria 

Do you have a tried and tested favourite recipe, maybe a signature 

If so, the Mission and Discipleship Committe would urge you to get in 
touch as we develop a 'St George's Cookbook', hopefully for sale later 

You can email your recipe to Rgilkes1975@outlook.com, or handwrite 
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Mission Statement of St George's Church  
In the name of Christ, 

we seek to love and serve God and His people. 

Please pray for those struggling with illnesses of any 
sort, and especially for: 

Audrey Sibbald, Audrey Clark, Vicki Birkett,  Janet Jones,  
John  & Hilary Lowe, Jim Scanlon, Kiera Mansfield,  

Linda Lawrenson, Maye Byers, Rosalie Roberts, Kathleen Allman, 
Peter Jackson, Alice Blacklidge,  Margaret Sellers,  

Nicola Starkie, Elaine Bruce, Irene Haworth,  Agnes Suter,  
Enda Corbett, Brian Addison & Glenda Dibbs. 

And for the family of  

Hilda Ashurst, Lynn Carter & Helen Walker 

who have died recently. 
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The History Page  

Currently, the exposed reredos and the mosaic fringe to the marble 

flooring in the chancel will be rightly attracting attention from visitors to 

Church. These items date from 1891. However, this page continues to 

look back two centuries, to when the church was in the design phase, 

one led by architect Thomas Rickman. 

Last month’s issue noted 

the cast iron tracery in the 

gallery supports and the 

unique hammerbeam 

ceiling. Rarely does 

anyone remark upon the 

wainscotting ,or panelling, 

around the aisle walls. 

This wood was recycled, 

in 1891-2, from the rented 

pews situated at the head 

of the original nave. An 

observer can judge the 

height of those pews from what is seen 

now. Further, the leading Rickman 

expert, Dr Megan Aldrich, considers the 

pews’ restrained, uniform design to be 

one of the best surviving examples of 

the architect’s preferred interior style.  

 

Bill Walker 

The Church pre 1891, rented pews to the front                                    

Former pew sides now wainscotting,right hand wall 
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Special Thoughts 

It's amazing and incredible,  

But it's as true as it can be, 

God loves and understands  

us all 

And that means YOU and ME -  

His grace is all sufficient 

For both the YOUNG and OLD, 

For the lonely and the timid, 

For the brash and the bold  

His love knows no exceptions 

So never feel excluded, 

No matter WHO or WHAT  

you are 

Your name has been included. 

Helen Steiner Rice  

Sponsored by Alan Fairclough 

Let us not love with words or 

speech,  

but with Actions and in Truth. 

1 John 3. 18  

Sponsored by  

Gerald Carter  

Loving Father help me 

focus on those things You 

want me to be concerned 

about and leave the rest 

of the universe to You. 

Sponsored by  

Kathleen & Brian Allman 

The “Lord” is the strength of my 

life, 

of whom then, 

should I be afraid. 

Psalm 27-1 

Sponsored by  

Edna Corbett 

If any reader would like to have their own 

thought please contact 

Chris Gibson. 

St George's Cooks! 

Do you have a tried and tested favourite recipe, maybe a signature 
bake? If so, the Mission and Discipleship Committe would urge you to 
get in touch as we develop a 'St George's Cookbook', hopefully for 
sale later this year. 

You can email your recipe to Rgilkes1975@outlook.com, or handwrite 
it and give to Rachel Gilkes after the Sunday service.  

Many thanks Rachel 
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